
HELLO and welcome to 
The Esher News - a new 
community newsletter written, 
delivered and funded by the 
local Conservatives. I am Tim 
Oliver, your local councillor.

As residents ourselves we 
appreciate just how congested 
Esher is, particularly during 
weekday mornings and eve-
nings, which can make even the 
simplest journeys a challenge.

How much of that traffic is 
people coming into Esher and 
how much is down to people 
passing through? In our main 
story you can read about how 
we’ve commissioned research 
into traffic behaviour in order to 
identify solutions. 

You can also meet a new and 
hardworking addition to our 
team, Dr Peter Szanto, who 
is hoping to become Esher’s 
next Surrey County Council-
lor. We are sure he will be a 
great champion for our town at 
County Hall.

Elections
Sadly, following the elections 

in May, an unholy alliance of 
seven Residents Associations 
and the Liberal Democrats now 
control Elmbridge Council.

Cabinet meetings have already 
highlighted the ineffectiveness 
of the new coalition, re-drafting 
officers’ reports during the 
meeting on a public web cast, 
horse trading on discretionary 
charges, discussing sensitive 
HR issues before any consulta-
tions with staff, and indecisive-
ness on what should have been 
non-controversial issues. 

All in all there is a lack of 
strong leadership. 

I suspect their strategy going 
forward will be to borrow at 
low interest rates to fund a 
spree of spending on revenue 
generating assets. Whilst this in 
itself would be continuance of 
Conservative policy, it looks as 
if they are looking at significant 
investment in property, which 
of course carries with it risk.

I took over as Conservative 
Leader after the elections and 
have set up a shadow cabinet to 
man mark the portfolio holders 
and provide effective scrutiny 
in the interests of residents.

There are significant financial 
challenges coming up in 2017 
and more than ever there is a 
need for sound, sensible local 
government in Elmbridge.

But for now I hope you enjoy 
the edition and on behalf of all 
of us, I wish you a peaceful 
Christmas and New Year.

YOUR local Conservative 
team has commissioned a 
traffic study to work out 

why Esher is routinely congested 
and to identify possible solutions.

We successfully lobbied Surrey 
County Council to commit £50,000 
to a review which will examine 
the traffic flow through Esher town 
centre and all the key pinch points.

These include  key junctions, Mil-
bourne Lane and Copsem Lane, the 
congestion around the Bear traffic 
lights, and at the Scilly Isles. 

Already under way, the review is 
also evaluating speeding concerns 
on Esher Road and More Lane.

Cllr Tim Oliver, an Esher council-
lor and Leader of the Conservative 
Group at Elmbridge Council, said: 
“We have got to get to the bottom 
of what is causing the high levels 
of traffic and congestion in Esher 
and whether there are changes we 
can make. It will help to understand 
the nature of the traffic, whether 
it is coming into Esher or going 
through Esher for example to get 
to Kingston.”

Though cautious about prescribing 
solutions, ahead of the review, Cllr 
Oliver said he would personally be 
keen to explore options for a new 
slip road from the Hook roundabout 
onto the southbound A3, because, 

he said, “Currently if you want to 
get back on the A3 you’ve got to go 
through the centre of Esher.” The 
possibility of reversing the flow of 
the traffic around the Esher one way 
system could be looked at by the 
review.

The team also hopes a solution 
can be found to tackle the danger-
ous junction at the war memorial 
between Lammas Lane, More Lane 
and Church Street, where there 
were two collisions in two days 

back in July. During the same 
month, Cllr David Archer’s PA was 
in a collision at the blackspot which 
was featured in the Surrey Adver-
tiser newspaper.

Cllr Archer said: “We see a crash 
a week there. It’s crazy. I’ve said 
for so long now there is going to be 
a death here. I hope it doesn’t take 
that before something is done.”

Residents have often suggested a 
roundabout at the junction, which 
might be possible when the war 

memorial is moved (see article 
elsewhere in the Esher News) but it 
would involve the purchase of com-
mon land, which is unlikely.

Tim, David and our Surrey Coun-
ty Council candidate for Esher, Dr 
Peter Szanto, are keen to hear your 
views on the high traffic in Esher 
and possible solutions. See their 
contact details overleaf.
n Meanwhile Surrey County 

Council is carrying out a separate 
review of parking around Esher. 

The review’s objectives are to 
improve road safety and increase 
access for emergency vehicles, 
access to shops, facilities and 
businesses, increase access for 
refuse vehicles, buses and service 
vehicles, better regulate parking 
and reduce traffic congestion.

Surrey highways officers have 
had discussions with councillors 
and will evaluate proposals in 
the next few months, with their 
recommendations expected in the 
first quarter of 2017.

Although the initial consulta-
tion has closed, if you have strong 
views on this and have not had 
a chance to input to the review, 
please contact your borough 
councillors, David Archer or Tim 
Oliver. See overleaf for ways to 
contact your councillors.
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   The Esher News
Action needed to tackle traffic

Peter is ready to represent Esher
A FORMER Elmbridge Council-
lor and resident of Sandown Road 
for 22 years, has been chosen as 
your Conservative candidate for 
next May’s Surrey County Coun-
cil elections.

Dr Peter Szanto, a recently retired 
executive for a major oil company, 
was selected by local party mem-
bers in October to contest the East 
Molesey & Esher county seat (cur-
rently held by the Molesey Resi-
dents Association) in 2017.

He hopes to bring his wealth of 
business and organisation experi-
ence to the service of Surrey County 
Council and local residents, and 
is looking forward to hitting the 
campaign trail after Christmas and 
listening to your views.

Peter moved to London from 
Sydney, Australia, at age 11 and 
went on to attend a grammar school 
and obtain a PhD in Chemistry. He 
joined the oil industry as a research 
scientist and held 16 different roles 
of increasing scope and complexity 
in his 33 year career.

At various points he managed a 
workforce of over 130,was respon-
sible for increasing efficiency and 

sales from over 1,000 UK service 
stations and developed strategy for a 
global retail business of over 30,000 
outlets.

After retiring in 2014 and with 
time on his hands, Peter decided 
to get involved in local politics 
and was selected as a candidate for 
East Molesey at the 2015 elections, 
where he defeated a sitting Resi-
dents Association candidate.

During his year in office Peter 
earned a reputation for being one of 

the most hard working councillors 
and served on eight committees, in-
cluding overseeing council finances, 
sustainability and affordable hous-
ing, and was also a borough member 
on the Surrey County Council Local 
Committee.

Peter is married to Ros, a retired 
ophthalmologist who is an expert 
member of a medical research ethics 
committee.They have two grown up 
daughters, one  a junior doctor, the 
other a solicitor.

He said: “I can bring a wealth of 
business, management, negotiating 
and strategic thinking skills to the 
Council to ensure it provides the 
most effective and efficient services 
in challenging economic times.

“I am highly committed and 
enthusiastic, keen to get things done 
in a safe, ethical and professional 
manner. I’m looking forward to 
engaging with residents and hearing 
your views on how we can improve 
roads, schools, health and other 
services in Esher.”

Peter can be contacted via 
MoleseyEsherPete@gmail.com

KING George’s Hall is to receive 
its first major overhaul in dec-
ades, thanks to Esher councillors, 
Tim Oliver and David Archer.

They have secured £90,000 of 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) funding to extensively 
repair and refurbish the exterior 
and redecorate the interior.

Tim said: “This will enhance a 
well-liked local facility and en-
courage people to make better use 
of it. After all it was donated to 
the people of Esher for their use.” 

CIL is a pot of money control-
led by Elmbridge Council which 
developers are obliged to contrib-
ute to as part of their planning 
permission.

USEFUL NUMBERS: 
Elmbridge Council’s out of 
hours emergency number 
is 01372 466114. Surrey 
County Council Social Care 
out of hours emergency 
number is 01483 517898.

Prime Minister May 
visits Elmbridge

THERESA May was in Elm-
bridge on 25 November as a 
guest of Dominic Raab MP 
and the Esher & Walton Con-
servative Association.

The Prime Minister was given 
an enthusiastic welcome and 
shook hands with all our 140 
guests at the black tie event, 
held at Burhill Golf Club in 
Hersham.

She was initially booked as 
the speaker earlier in the year 
whilst still Home Secretary, and 
the Association was braced for 
her to cancel after she entered 
Number 10 and her schedule 
became considerably busier.

Organiser, Olga Denyer said: 
“It says a lot for the integrity 
and loyalty of this lady having 
stood by her commitment.”

Mrs May told the gathering 
that she, Dominic and their fel-
low MPs could not achieve what 
they do without the efforts of 
local members, and she gave an 
upbeat talk on making a success 
of Brexit and creating a meri-
tocracy where everyone has a 
chance to reach their potential.

Security was high with guests 
only learning the location of the 
event 24 hours earlier.

n L-R: Councillors David Archer and Tim Oliver 
with Dr Peter Szanto in Church Street

n Dr Peter Szanto in Esher High Street



Dominic 
Raab MP
Esher & Walton’s 
Conservative MP 

discusses Brexit 
and airport 
expansion.

“Two big national issues will 
affect all Esher residents. 
While the recent High Court 
ruling has created some ad-
ditional uncertainty, it’s only 
a bump in the road. It won’t 
derail Brexit. 

In March the Government will 
begin two years of negotiations 
with the EU. Meanwhile, our 
economy continues to defy the 
referendum predictions of doom, 
with manufacturing and employ-
ment posting further growth. 
The IMF now predicts Britain 
will be the fastest growing 
economy in the G7 this year.

Looking towards our future 
relationship with the EU, the 
Government is working to-
wards maintaining the free trade 
we currently enjoy. However, 
should the EU demand imposi-
tion of trade barriers, the UK 
retains some key advantages.

Stronger
“Our exporters have already 

been boosted by the weaken-
ing of the pound, and are now 
in a much stronger position to 
compete internationally. Also, 
any tariffs that the EU imposes 
would, presumably, be recipro-
cated by the UK Government.

This would bring in around 
£12bn to the UK coffers annual-
ly, and could be used to support 
vulnerable business sectors.

Now, the UK must work up a 
positive offer to our continen-
tal friends. We should aim for 
a continuation of barrier free 
trade, stronger co-operation on 
security matters and sensible 
reciprocal arrangements on visas 
and visa-waiver. 

If we approach Brexit with a 
positive and constructive mind-
set, we can secure a strong deal. 
Brexit Britain will be a modern, 
dynamic and global player – and 
the country can go from strength 
to strength.

Heathrow
“Beyond Brexit the Govern-

ment has announced proposals 
to expand Heathrow airport. 
There is a compelling economic 
case, based on increasing long 
haul passenger and freight con-
nections, to strengthen the UK’s 
international competitiveness.

The Government also an-
nounced a mitigation package of 
measures to safeguard air quality 
and protect local communities 
from disproportionate noise 
levels.

Working with our Esher team 
of Conservatives, I will spend 
the months ahead nailing down 
the detail of specific assurances 
for Elmbridge. There is an op-
portunity to reduce current noise 
levels that we must grasp.

Finally, my best wishes to you 
and your family for a happy 
Christmas and New Year.”

YOUR Conservative borough 
councillors and county coun-
cil candidate Dr Peter Szanto 
visited Broom Close, Esher, to 
meet residents who are alarmed 
that a block of flats is to be built 
on a back garden in their sleepy 
private cul-de-sac.

After numerous applications, 
a former stalwart of the Esher 
Residents Association has secured 
planning permission on appeal to 
go ahead with the building, which 
will exit on to the already congest-
ed Claremont Lane.

Tim Oliver said: “We are disap-
pointed this got through on appeal. 

Beautiful parts of Esher are at risk 
of losing their identity because of 
back garden development. We will 
continue to look critically at any 
‘back yard’ applications.”

THIS year’s Remembrance 
Sunday service was once 
again moving, memorable 

and exceptionally well supported 
by local residents, who turned out 
en masse at Esher Green.

Councillors Tim Oliver and David 
Archer laid wreaths on behalf of 
the Mayor of Elmbridge and the 
local Conservative Association 
respectively, while Conservative 
candidate for Esher, Peter Szanto 
also attended and was impressed by 
the turn out.

Peter added: “My family origi-
nally came from Central Europe 
and owe their very lives to the gal-
lantry of the British armed forces. 
It is important that we never forget 
the brave men and women who 
sacrificed so much for our liberty 
and freedom.”

Once again the police did a great 
job in keeping the crowd safe but, 
as always, the event highlighted 
concerns over safety, with the 

memorial being located at the edge 
of Lammas Lane at a busy intersec-
tion.

Your Conservative team has been 
working over a number of years 
now to secure the funds and the ap-
propriate permissions to physically 
move the war memorial to the cen-
tre of Esher Green. Not only would 
it keep our residents out of harm’s 
way, but it would also provide a 
more dignified setting away from 
the noise of the road and the clutter 
of signs.

The memorial would remain in 
the line of sight from Church Street 
and would be preserved as it is. 
Your Conservative councillors have 
secured £25,000 for the move and 
are awaiting the go ahead from 
English Heritage and the War Me-
morial Trust.

Cllr Oliver said: “The Remem-
brance service gets busier each 
year. It really is imperative we 
move to the centre of the green.”

Move the memorial to improve safety
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COMMUNITY
NEWS

n GREENBELT land around the 
borough could be under threat after  
Elmbridge Council was instructed 
by the Government to identify sites 
where new housing can be built.

It is in response to the acute 
shortage of affordable homes in the 
South East, but Esher councillors 
Tim Oliver and David Archer are 
keen to preserve as much of the 
local greenbelt as possible. 

Cllr Oliver said: “The sensible 
approach is to identify three big 
areas for development, rather than 
set off a series of bonfires around 
the borough, which is what we are 
worried the Residents Association 
and Liberal Democrats, who now 
run Elmbridge, could do.”

Potential big sites in the frame are 
in Cobham and Hinchley Wood, 
but none currently in Esher.

nELMBRIDGE Council will 
debate on 7 December whether 
to support or oppose a third 
runway at Heathrow Airport.

The Borough has no settled po-
sition on the Heathrow expansion 
but councillors will be asked to 
weigh the economic advantages 
against concerns about noise.

A Task and Finish Group of 
councillors has been gathering 
evidence from Heathrow and 
Gatwick representatives and 
campaigners and reported to the 
Cabinet in October, recommend-
ing there be a debate. The meet-
ing will be held in public and 
webcast on elmbridge.gov.uk

n ESHER town centre is all 
set for Christmas following the 
switching on of the festive lights 
on 28 November.

Councillor David Archer has 
again been fundraising for the 
lights which must be re-tested 
every year and defective bulbs 
replaced. 

Both of your Conservative coun-
cillors work closely with Esher 
Business Guild to promote local 
businesses and the high street.

n PRINCESS Alice Hospice has 
teamed-up with 17 other hospices 
to record a Christmas single. 

Staff, volunteers and supporters 
of the Hospice in West End Lane, 
Esher, have recorded a cover of 
‘The Living Years’ with Paul Car-
rack, the lead vocalist on the origi-
nal Mike and the Mechanics hit.

It was recorded at the famous Ab-
bey Road Studios in London with 
a drone used to capture aerial foot-
age of the singers in their coloured 
Hospice t-shirts.

For the video and links to 
where you can buy it online, go 
to: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=XBLgZikvM3U

nMUCH-loved Esher High 
Street pub, The Albert Arms is to 
re-open in Spring 2017.

Regulars were shocked to see it 
close earlier this year following a 
dispute over ownership, but we 
understand it has been pur-
chased by Fullers brewery and 
they propose to spend a signifi-
cant sum to refurbish it, with the 
work taking about four months.

Cllr David Archer said of The 
Albert: “It was at the heart of 
Esher and is sadly missed.”

TIM Oliver has taken up the 
mantle of Leader of the Opposi-
tion at Elmbridge Council and 
set an objective of winning back 
control of the Council.

The Esher Councillor became Tory 
leader after the May local elections, 
where his party won the most votes 
and become the largest group, with 
22 of the 48 seats.

However, the second-placed 
Residents Association group joined 
with the Liberal Democrats (who 
finished third) to seize control.

This ended a decade of Conserva-
tive rule in which the council tax 
was frozen for 7 years in 10 and 
we made £10 million in efficiency 
savings to avoid frontline service 
cuts. We also reduced the number 
of councillors to save Elmbridge 
residents at least £50,000 a year.

Since taking over the RAs and 

Liberals have been rowing back on 
their election pledges, in particu-
lar the promise of borough-wide 
free parking on Saturdays. They 
have undermined the savings we 
achieved by voting themselves a 
12% a year pay increase.

Cllr Oliver has appointed a Shad-
ow Cabinet of highly experienced 
former Cabinet members to provide 
effective scrutiny of the Coalition.

He said: “The Conservative Group 
received nearly half of all the votes 
cast in May and we are going to act 
responsibly and in the best interests 
of the borough. We are not going to 
sit on the back benches and com-
plain, instead we want to ensure the 
Council pursues sensible policies.

“The Esher Residents Association 
likes to decry ‘national political 
parties’ but at the first opportunity it 
joined with the Liberal Democrats.”

Oliver forms Shadow Cabinet

Concern over back garden flats

Can we help?
Your local Conservative team 
will be pleased to assist you 
with any local matters relating 
to Elmbridge or Surrey County 
Councils. We are:

Elmbridge Borough 
Councillor for Esher, 
Tim Oliver
Tel: 01372 466069

Email: 
toliver@elmbridge.
gov.uk

Elmbridge Borough 
Councillor for 
Esher, David Archer
Tel: 07850 400595
Email: darcher@
elmbridge.gov.uk

Surrey County 
Council candidate 
for Esher, Dr Peter 
Szanto
Tel: 07712 587831
E: MoleseyEsher
Pete@gmail.com

Can you help?
We need deliverers to help us 
distribute the Esher News and 
leaflets. Could you spare some 
time to deliver your road or 
more? If so please email us.

n A large crowd gathered at Esher War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday

n The Princess Alice singers


