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Protect our Green Belt
The ResIdent/Liberal Democrat
Coalition that now run Elmbridge
Borough Council (EBC) are
developing a new Local Plan to
try to meet housing targets. This
is the most important planning
decision facing local residents in
a generation and poses a threat
to our Green Belt.
Due to population increases,
9,480 housing units are said to
be needed between now and
2035 - 6,640 should be

‘affordable’. The difficulty is the
availability of land. It is argued
that the only way to find space
for these new homes is to adjust
Green Belt boundaries. No one
wants to lose any of our open
green spaces, but the risk is that
if your council doesn't control this
process, Government will appoint
another body, such as the
Planning Inspectorate or County
Council, to prepare a Local Plan
for us.
EBC's independent
review of the local
Green Belt identified
land said to be
performing ‘weakly’
against Green Belt
criteria. 3 parcels of
this land are being
considered by EBC for
release for
development, of
which 2 are Knowle
Hill Park and Polyapes
near Blundel Lane/

Mike Chosen as Conservative
Candidate for County Council
Your Surrey County Councillor,
Mike Bennison, has been
reselected for the Hinchley
Wood, Claygate and Oxshott
ward in the 4th May election.
Mike has lived locally for most
of his life. He has experience,
commitment and he cares
about solving problems for
residents.
Mike said, ‘I am honoured to
have been chosen to stand
again. I was first elected in
2005. If re-elected I will
continue to walk around the
streets year-round, knocking on
doors and talking and listening to
residents, attending community
and voluntary organisation

meetings and events, responding
to issues and doing my best to
solve problems as quickly as
possible’.
Mike’s priorities are
upholding our vital
services, caring for the
young, vulnerable and
elderly; getting even more
roads fixed – he has
already secured the repair
of around half our local
roads; pressing for more
local school places;
continuing to support our
community, including
protecting our Green Belt;
and ensuring funding for
community and voluntary
organisations.
Mike has over the years
supported Oxshott Scouts
with funding for projects

Littleheath Lane, and land south
of the A3 including Chippings
Farm/the Fairmile between
Portsmouth Road.
Your County Councillor, Mike
Bennison recognises a need for
more homes but says ‘I am
determined to protect our Green
Belt. The recent Housing White
Paper makes the clear case for
continued Green Belt protection.

I am very pleased that Millgate
Homes have pledged that they
will not sell their 45 acres;
however these two parcels of
land are vulnerable and I will do
whatever I can with the support
of the Community to protect
them’. More information at
www.elmbridge.gov.uk/planning/
local-plan

Recycling
Charges Spark
Fears

Surrey taxpayers £1 million
last year. EBC's new
Resident/Liberal Democrat
Coalition Deputy Leader, Lib
Dem Andrew Davis, told local
Surrey County Council
media that the blame lies
(SCC) has introduced
with councils not doing
charges for disposal of non- enough to make those who
illegally dispose of waste
household waste at its
recycling centres.
‘feel like they belong in the
Critics fear this will lead to community’. We disagree.
more fly-tipping, which cost People who don’t feel part of
the community don't need
to show that by illegally fly
-tipping or littering.

New
Improved
Waste
Contract
Agreed
Local residents will get a
better waste collection
service from June 2017,
saving taxpayers over £2
million.
The new SCC contract
covers household waste,
recycling, garden waste,
recycling banks, clinical
waste and replacement
bins. It includes street
cleaning, weed control,
graffiti removal and fly
tipping clearance.
Residents will receive the
same fortnightly recycling
and waste collection and
weekly food waste
collection.
What’s Improved?
*A weekly collection of
clothes, home textiles and
small electricals.
*An improved bulky waste
service, including a
collection from inside
homes.
*New collection vehicles
with enhanced safety
features.
*Optimised collection
rounds, crossing council
boundaries which will
reduce travel time rounds.

Mike on a recent visit to
the recycling centre at
Leatherhead

Part Night Street
Lighting
Introduced

SCC is turning off some
street lights, from midnight
to 5am, in roads where it is
deemed safe to do so, to
reduce carbon emissions
and save taxpayers money.
SCC spends over £3
million pa on energy for
street lights. Lights are
already dimmed by 25% on
traffic routes and 50% in

residential roads from
22.00 to 05.30. Around
45,000-55,000 lights of the
89,000 in Surrey, in
residential roads, may form
part of the programme,
expected to save £210,000.
Many Local Authorities have
Part Night Lighting. West
Sussex introduced it in the
1970’s. Principal traffic
routes and town centres are
not included, nor are lights
close to pedestrian
crossings. Other roads have
been assessed for suitability

by SCC’s Road Safety Team
and Surrey Police, who
reviewed known accident or
crime ’hotspots’. More
information, including roads
included and how to petition
for your road to stay on, is at
https://
www.surreycc.gov.uk/roadsand-transport/roadmaintenance-and-cleaning/
street-lights-traffic-signalsand-signs/street-lights/partnight-street-lighting
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Council Tax to increase but no referendum

Surrey residents pay more
income tax to the Treasury
than any other region outside
London. National funding is
skewed heavily and unfairly
against Surrey. SCC now
plans to increase its share of
Council tax by 4.99%, EBC
will raise Borough Council Tax
by 1.93% and Surrey Police
by 1.99%.
SCC has talked to the
Government for months
about escalating adult social
care costs and fairer funding.
SCC’s grant has been cut by
£170 million since 2010, and
£450 million in savings have

been found since
2010/2011. Demand for
adult social care is increasing
by £24 million every year, the
county needs £70 million for
learning disabilities and
children’s services are
increasing every year.
Adult social care delivered
by SCC includes assistance to
enable elderly people to leave
hospital and stay safely at
home with support. This
keeps NHS beds clear for
serious cases. SCC cares for
8 times more adults with
learning disabilities than any
other council - this must be

done well and with generosity
of spirit. Social care means
safeguarding all children and
bringing up almost 1000
children in council care as if
they were our own.
SCC Conservative Leader,
David Hodge said: "Our task
was to get the best we could
from Government, keep
council tax as low as possible
and yet maintain critical
services. Government gave
us greater reassurance on
fairer funding in the future
and most significantly agreed
that Surrey could become a
pilot for the new Business

councillors
have made
a special
By Oxshott & Stoke D’Abernon
case this
Borough Councillor Oliver Chappell
past year of
making sure
Our local area has a strong
local shops
business base providing
and
goods and services to our
businesses are aware of and
residents and further afield
get the support they need, in
which are a strong boost to
particular in the critical early
local income and
phase.
employment, in addition to
EBC offers businesses
the strong economy we enjoy support for marketing,
being so close to London.
training, shop front and street
Your local borough
scene improvements. This

approach is two-fold – to
make sure the businesses we
have grow and stay healthy
and to ensure that the street
appearance of our
commercial areas stay as
attractive as possible. As
buying habits adapt to online
buying, it is important that
our beautiful villages and
towns get the help they need
to remain at the centre of the
community. More information
at http://
www.elmbridge.gov.uk/
business/ecif/

In Touch with Local
Business in Oxshott

Heathrow - Good or Bad for
Elmbridge? By Oxshott & Stoke

d'Abernon Councillor Andrew Burley

We are privileged to live in such a vibrant area,
but the benefit of our location comes at a cost.
The skies above us are full of planes, often not
going anywhere, but circling, waiting to land at
an airport that is over capacity. What will the
proposed expansion at Heathrow mean for local
residents?
Positively, expanded airport capacity is crucial
for our long-term prosperity. The economic case
for Heathrow expansion is strong. The
infrastructure funding gap faced by SCC is
recognised as being caused, in part, by our
major airports reaching full capacity. Enabling
infrastructure is a major economic benefit and
key to local businesses.
Conversely, a third runway will lead to
250,000 additional aircraft movements per

Your Surrey County
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year, the impact of which is not
clear due to flight path
changes. Technology
improvements can limit noise
but noise is currently selfregulated by Heathrow. EBC's
view is that noise should be
independently monitored, to
give greater protection to residents. We are
concerned about air quality and Heathrow
claims no increase in airport-related road
traffic. We do not accept this. EBC conducted
a survey before the Government’s October
decision for Heathrow. 56% of respondents
opposed expansion. In December EBC decided
to oppose current expansion proposals. It is
committed to work with Heathrow and the wider
community to address the impact of expansion
and called upon the Government to support the
dispersal of flight paths to minimise local
disruption, regardless of expansion.
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Rates Retention in 2018/19.
We had wanted this in
2017/18 but there was no
parliamentary time. I formed
the view that the Government
had listened and I could
therefore recommend a
council tax of 4.99%,
including a Social Care
element of 3%. I was
disappointed that Lib Dem
and Independent Councillors
voted against.
We will now work with
Government on the new
business rates retention
model. I hope this will bring a
better financial settlement to

the whole of Surrey - the key
to keeping future council tax
at a sensible level. This SCC
decision for 4.99% still
requires cost reductions in
this financial year of £123m
– a huge sum to find in 12
months. Some decisions may
be painful. But we have
greater funding assurance
going forward, and accepting
this now was better than the
alternative of a 15% council
tax. There are risks but on
balance I believe that we
have got it right for residents.
It was worth standing up for
Surrey."

Local Oxshott News

Supporting the Oxshott Community

Mike has contributed funding from his allocation for
Chatterbus, a remarkable community story which helps
residents get to work, school or shops, and towards the
Oxshott Christmas event to support local businesses.
Mike has also supported funding for Royal Kent School
to extend their entrance.

Crossing at Steel’s Lane

Mike supports residents seeking a crossing at the
church by Oakshade Road and has encouraged them to
bring a petition to the Elmbridge SCC Local Committee.

Danes Hill School:

Mike recently visited the headmaster, with County Cllr
Margaret Hicks and SCC Highways Officers, to discuss
traffic problems.
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