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Walton Conservatives are pleased 
to announce that local resident 
Christine Richardson has been 
selected to stand as the 
Conservative candidate for Walton 
Central next May.  
 
Christine moved to Walton from 
London in 2012. She has taken a keen interest in local 
matters ever since and is a member of her area’s 
residents’ association.  
 
Local Conservative branch chairman Cllr Andrew Kelly said 
“I’m delighted Christine is our Walton Central candidate. 
When she stood in 2016, she proved to be a natural on 
the doorstep, listening to residents’ concerns and helping 
or advising where she could. These are just the attributes 
needed in a good local councillor. I know she would work 
tirelessly for all Walton Central residents.”  
 
A mother of two grown-up sons, Christine outlines her 
background “I have experience in several business 
sectors including owning my own companies working in 
the Information Technology sector for blue chip 
companies in the City, Brussels and New York.” Explaining 
why she became involved in local politics when she moved 
to Walton, Christine says “Walton is a great place to live. 
But it requires all of us in the community to do our bit to 
keep it that way, and to improve it. That’s why I want to be 
a councillor, to do my bit for our town.”   
 
Asked to summarise her priorities if elected, Christine said 
“I want to see our streets kept smart, a vibrant town 
centre and protection for our parks and children’s play 
areas. I believe we need more affordable housing for our 
children, without overdevelopment of our area and 
ensuring the Green Belt is protected.”  
 
Andrew adds “Since the Walton Society, LibDems and the 
other RAs took control last year, we’ve seen a huge pay 
rise for councillors, increased and new charges and bin 
chaos. We need new councillors like Christine, who’ll put 
residents first, to turn things around.” 
 
If want to get in contact with Christine, her email and 
phone number on the back page.  

Introducing Christine 

Richardson 

ELMBRIDGE ADMINISTRATION  
PASSES THE BUCK AFTER BIN CHAOS 

Elmbridge’s Conservative Councillors have called for the hopeless Elmbridge cabinet member 
who presided over months of missed bin collections to do the decent thing and resign. Lib Dem 
Cllr Barry Fairbank is Cabinet Member for the Environment in the chaotic eight-party coalition 
which is responsible for running the borough council. It was his job to ensure the smooth       
transition to a new waste contractor, Amey, in June. But the switchover proved a disaster, with 
hundreds of residents bombarding the Council with complaints following thousands of missed 
refuse, recycling, food and garden waste collections.  
 
At a meeting of all councillors in July, Cllr 
Fairbank was challenged by the Conserva-
tive opposition over his failure to get a grip 
of the situation. Rather than apologise, Cllr 
Fairbank tried repeatedly to shift the blame 
on to the contractor and to Joint Waste     
Solutions (a group representing Elmbridge 
and three other councils on the joint         
contract) and insisted “I’m not accounta-
ble”. He also admitted he had not bothered 
to meet with the contractor at the height of 
the crisis, despite hundreds of residents 
flooding Elmbridge Council’s switchboard 
with complaints.  
 
At September’s council meeting Cllr Tim Oliver, leader of the Conservative Group, tabled a        
motion of no confidence in the cabinet member. Tim said: “This gives me no satisfaction on a 
personal or political level. This is about the failure to deliver a service and the principles of      
responsibility and accountability.” He contrasted our experience with that of Woking, where Amey 
achieved its 99.9% service target on the first week of its contract there. Tim added: “If another 
local authority doing exactly the same thing can get an effective service on day one why can’t 
we? It’s easy to point the finger and blame someone else but we’re here to deliver the services 
residents pay for and deserve and to accept a share of responsibility when these things go 
wrong. He should show some humility and offer his resignation.” Conservative deputy leader, Cllr 
James Browne, seconded the motion saying: “Cllr Fairbank told us he was not responsible in any 
way. I’m afraid if you want the position and the money that goes with the job, then you’re        
accountable!”  
 
Cllr Fairbank remained on petulant form at the meeting and was defended by Cllr Stuart Selleck, 
leader of RA/Lib Dem coalition, who insisted the blame lay with the contractor, not his cabinet 
member. He added, however, that the Council’s reputation had been damaged. Cllr Fairbank is 
belatedly having weekly meetings with the contractor to get the service back on track. He narrow-
ly survived the no confidence vote by 24 to 22, with three of his own side voting against him. 
 
Amey are now finally providing a reasonable service in Elmbridge. Though as recently as          
September Cllr Rachael Lake was made aware of one block of retirement flats in central Walton 
that had gone without a food bin collection for four weeks. Rachael raised this immediately with 
the head of environmental services at the Council.  

WALTON PARKING REVIEW 
Surrey County Council has published its proposals as part of a review of on-street 
parking regulations in Walton. Most of the proposals in Walton are for double yellow 

lines on the junctions of some roads to 
improve safety. It is proposed that the 
parking space on Church Street by ‘The 
Regent’ is removed. ‘Car club’ spaces 
are suggested for New Zealand Avenue 
and by Walton train station.  
 
A public consultation is also to be     
carried out whether to introduce a    
residents parking permit scheme for 

the Churchfield Road/Esher Avenue/Winchester Road area. Residents in these 
roads will get information from Surrey County Council through their letterbox.  
 
For full details of the proposals and information on how to respond to the public            
consultation visit: www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/parking/local-parking-
news-and-updates/parking-news-and-updates-in-elmbridge/walton-on-thames-
parking-review.  
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Walton’s Conservative Councillors hold a surgery on the first Saturday of 
each month (Farmers Market Day) at Walton Library from 10am to 12 
noon. There is no need to book, so please just turn up on the day.  

At a time when many shops are closing in our town centre and the Council should 
be supporting our town centre, the Walton Society, the other political Residents’ 
Associations (RA) and the LibDems have pushed through an increase in parking 
charges in the Ashley Park car park behind Homebase.  
 
The Borough’s Cabinet, includ-
ing Walton Society leader Cllr 
Chris Sadler, voted to increase 
charges, bringing in an extra 
£45k a year to the Council’s 
coffers. At the same time they 
agreed to spend £37k on a   
barrier at a Weybridge car park. 
At the meeting of all Elmbridge 
Councillors on 19 July Walton 
Conservatives Malcolm Howard 
and Andrew Kelly moved a     
motion to scrap the Ashley Park 
charges hike. The RA/LibDem  
coalition, including Walton     
Society Councillors Alan Palmer 
and Graham Woolgar, voted against our motion and so the increase went ahead 
on 4 September.  
 
At the 19 July meeting, Malcolm and Andrew also proposed that the 3 hours free 
Saturday parking in the three Walton town centre car parks should be permanent, 
instead of ending next year when the Drewitts Court repair works are completed. 
The RA/LibDem voted down this proposal as well meaning the Walton Society    
voted to time limit Walton’s free town centre parking.  
 
Local Conservative Christine Richardson said “One of my priorities if elected next 
May is to support our town centre and ensure the Council does as much as it can 
to help local businesses. We have all seen the number of empty shops in the Heart 
- something needs to be done. I don’t understand why the Walton Society are    
allowing Walton to be targeted for increased parking charges. And why are we only       
getting free Saturday parking until next year when Thames Ditton, Molesey,      
Hersham and Long Ditton have all got it indefinitely.”  

LOCAL CONSERVATIVES OPPOSE  
PARKING CHARGES INCREASE 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
• Walton Heritage Day took 

place at Cowey Sale on 9     
September. This year Walton 
Conservatives’ stall conduct-
ed a survey of what residents 
think of Walton. Thank you to 
all those who took part. (As 
Mayor, Cllr Rachael Lake    
visited all the stalls at this 
year’s Heritage Day and is 
pictured right with Cllr Chris 
Cross & Cllr Andrew Kelly.) 

 
• As reported in our last In Touch, Elmbridge Council has received an    

application to demolish the Grade II-listed Birds Eye building on Station 
Avenue and replace it with 375 homes. Historic England, the govern-
ment body responsible for historic buildings, has now formally objected 
to the proposed demolition. They say they are not convinced the          
developers have proven the current building is economically unviable.  

 
• At a meeting of the Residents’ Associations (RAs)/LibDem Elmbridge 

Cabinet on 13 September, Walton Society leader Cllr Chris Sadler      
proposed that the Council formally dispose of the Stompond Lane site 
from its community use ahead of residential redevelopment. When the 
RAs were in opposition, Cllr Sadler was a staunch opponent of the   
Stompond Lane redevelopment; in power he has supported it.  

 
• It was announced in September that the land to the right of Waterside 

Drive off Terrace Road is the proposed site for the new Walton 
Heathside secondary school. For more information, visit 
www.elmbridgefreeschool.co.uk.  

 
• South Western Railway is carrying out a consultation, which closes on 

22 December, on a revised timetable that would come into effect in  
December 2018. The new timetable would see changes at Walton. For 
details visit www.southwesternrailway.com/contact-and-help/timetable-
consultation.  

• The Waterside Drive Sports Hub 
was formally opened by the Mayor of 
Elmbridge Cllr Rachael Lake on 14 
September (left). A community open 
day took place two days later. It is 
home to Walton & Hersham FC,    
Walton Casuals FC and Walton     
Athletics Club. The completion of the 
new play area has regrettably been 
delayed due to construction issues 
and should be finished next year.  

Elmbridge Borough Council has a noticeboard in Walton Central, at the 
end of the High Street near Santander. This is updated on a weekly basis 
and features information about a wide-range of community and voluntary 
events and groups.  

Elmbridge Council’s decision to charge residents for using the public tennis courts 
has been criticised by the mother of two times Wimbledon champion and Elmbridge 
resident Sir Andy Murray. Judy Murray tweeted her support for a petition which 
called for the charges to be scrapped. She wrote: “Public tennis courts should be 
free to access. We don’t pay to use swings or feed ducks or picnic on the grass. 
Don’t tax tennis.”  

 
A dozen courts - including those at Elmgrove 
in Walton - have been fitted with a keypad   
entry system. Players must now register 
online and pay £5 per hour or £36 for a   
season ticket. The political Residents Associ-
ations (RA) (including the Walton Society) 
and Lib Dem administration defend the 
scheme on the grounds that it will raise 
around £26k per year for the upkeep of the 
courts. It is interesting to note that this is 
close to the £30k that the RA/Lib Dems add-
ed to the annual council bill when they put 
up their own allowances by 12.4% last year.  
 

Charging started despite a council survey which had found that 68% of respondents 
would not play tennis if the courts were not free. This is yet another policy disaster 
by the RA/LibDem administration and Elmbridge Conservatives have called for a 
rethink.  
 
Despite two petitions started by local residents, the RA/LibDem administration has 
not backed down and at a Cabinet meeting on 4 October the RA Cabinet Member 
for Leisure dismissed the petitions and staunchly defended the charges. She 
claimed to have “listened to residents” - but the tennis tax remains.  
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