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THE Conservatives have 
regained control of Elm-
bridge Borough Council 

and are promising to defend our 
Long Ditton green belt.

Claudia Riley-Hards (pictured) 
was our Council candidate in May. 
She campaigned on the issue of 
opposing the release of our local 
green belt for housing. She came 
within a whisker of unseating the 
Liberal Democrat incumbent, fall-
ing short by a mere eight votes.

We are pleased to confirm that 
Claudia has decided to stand again 
next May and will be spending the 
coming months meeting residents 
and listening to your priorities.

Claudia has lived in Long Ditton 
for 20 years. She advises local 
authorities on economic develop-
ment for a living. Speaking about 
the election, she said: “I was 
overwhelmed by the strong support 
I received from the voters of Long 
Ditton and was naturally disap-
pointed I didn’t manage the few 
extra votes I needed to win.

“Nevertheless, I am delighted 
that we now have a Conservative 
administration in charge of our bor-
ough and I have personally spoken 
to the new Council Leader, Tim 
Oliver, about the importance of our 
green belt in Long Ditton.

“He assured me that his adminis-
tration intends to protect our green 
belt and to meet the need for new 

housing by focusing on our exist-
ing town centres and on brownfield 
sites.”

The government has asked Elm-
bridge Council to draw up a ‘Local 
Plan’ stating where thousands of 
new homes would be built in the 
borough over the next decade.

The Liberal Democrats and Resi-
dent Association councillors, who 
ran Elmbridge Council in coalition 
for the last two years, decided to 
consult on the option of meeting 
those housing targets by releasing 
three tranches of green belt in Long 
Ditton, Cobham and Oxshott. 

The LibDem/RA run council held 
a public consultation from Decem-
ber 2016 to February 2017 and 
received close-to 50,000 comments 
from 3,760 respondents - almost 
overwhelmingly opposed to the 
idea.

The Lib Dems were furious 
when we reminded voters at 
this year’s local elections, 
that their administration had 
consulted on building thou-
sands of homes in the green 
belt. Long Ditton’s 
precious green belt was 
one of the three poten-

tial sites identified.
Lib Dems accused the Con-

servatives of fabricating lies - even 
though the Cabinet minutes of 16 
November 2016 clearly show that 
they approved consulting on the 
option of using three areas of green 
belt to meet future housing needs.

In May, the Conservatives won 10 
of the 16 council seats being con-
tested and ended the election with 
24 seats. This is the same number 
of seats that the Lib Dems and RAs 
hold between them, but we were 
able to form the Administration by 
virtue of being the largest party.

Cllr Oliver (pictured below) 
told The Long Ditton News: “We 
inherited a consultation from the 
previous administration around 
the release of three large pieces 
of greenbelt. We’ve stopped the 
council officers from doing that 
and asked them to come up with 
alternatives. 

“The focus of our Local Plan will 
be how we can deliver housing 
without impacting on the greenbelt. 
It will go out for public consulta-
tion next summer.”

Conservatives share the view 
of many residents that our open 
spaces are vital for our quality 
of life here in Elmbridge. Our 
approach will be to provide 

homes for the community 
without sacrificing our 
local environment.

HELLO AND 
WELCOME

As Chairman of the Dittons & 
Molesey Conservatives I am 
delighted to welcome you to 
the Long Ditton News. This 
is your community newsletter 
written, produced and delivered 
by our team of volunteers, to 
keep you up-to-date on matters 
of local interest and important 
developments at Elmbridge and 
Surrey County Councils. 

I am pleased that we are able 
to bring you an update from 
Dominic Raab in this edition, 
on his work as our local MP 
and his role in tackling the 
issue of unauthorised traveller 
incursions (see also our main 
article overleaf for what 
Elmbridge Council is doing).

Elections 
As this is our first newsletter 

since the local elections in 
May, it would be prudent 
to mention that Elmbridge 
Borough Council has a new 
Conservative administration. 
We have already delivered 
very positive results for our 
residents in issues such as 
waste collection improvements 
and achieving an injunction to 
prevent the continual problems 
with travellers.

In Long Ditton we came 
agonisingly close to winning 
a council seat, falling short by 
just eight votes, after a number 
of recounts, but achieving a 
considerable swing from the 
Liberal Democrat majority 
– in spite of disgraceful 
misinformation about our 
greenbelt commitment, but 
more on this later.

Our candidate, Claudia Riley-
Hards  met many of you during 
the campaign. As a 20-years 
plus Long Ditton resident, she 
is committed to championing 
the issues that the community 
cares about - safety, prosperity 
and a clean environment, 
where our greenbelt is 
protected from development.

Her commitment to these 
aims persuaded many of you 
to support her in May this 
year, and we are delighted that 
Claudia has agreed to stand for 
Council in Long Ditton again 
in May 2019.

If you are willing to help our 
campaign, by delivering The 
Long Ditton News or other 
literature to a few streets, 
helping with canvassing or 
putting up a poster, we’d love 
to hear from you. I hope you 
enjoy the newsletter and I 
welcome your feedback.

- Terence Alexander 
esherwalton@tory.org

Conservatives to defend green belt
n Claudia to stand for Council again in Long Ditton with pledge to protect our open spaces

THE Council was forced to lay 
down the law with its waste 
contractor over the summer 
after hundreds of complaints 
from residents about missed 
collections.

Following the change of admin-
istration, the new Conservative 
cabinet member for Environment 
and Transport, Glenn Dearlove 
(pictured below), moved swiftly to 
tackle the crisis - holding “ro-
bust” meetings with Amey and its 
directors, in which he insisted the 
company improves or face fines.

The waste collector cited staffing 
issues, IT problems and delays at 
Surrey waste depots for the deterio-
ration in their service, and promised 
to make improvements.

Cllr Dearlove told the Full Coun-
cil in July: “Amey is undertaking 
a number of operational and IT 
improvements, including the way it 
manages staff leave. It has trained 
more existing staff to be drivers and 
is rolling out improvements to the 
in-cab devices, so that missed col-

lections can be closed down in real 
time. In addition an extra garden 
waste vehicle has been introduced.”

He added that “significant im-
provements” have been made and 
complaints are down to single fig-
ures as a result. “We will continue 
to monitor performance to ensure 
that residents of Elmbridge receive 
the quality of service they expect,” 
Cllr Dearlove said.

Last summer, “teething trouble” 
with the contractor was blamed 
for thousands of complaints. Long 
Ditton’s Lib Dem councillor, Barry 
Fairbank, was the Environment 
Cabinet Member at the time and 
refused accountability, narrowly 
surviving a vote of no confidence at 
the time.

n Don’t forget, you can 
report a missed bin online 
and it will usually be 
picked up by the next 

day. Go to www.
elmbridge.gov.uk/
waste-and-recycling/
missed-bins/

Bin contractor 
told to improveLONG Ditton residents 

have joined forces to 
tackle the scourge of 
local litter.

Sian Headley and Vicki 
Sharp formed the ‘KT6 
litter pickers’ which 
meets on the second 
Sunday every month 
at 9.30am outside The 
Tarte in the Park cafe, 
at Victoria Recreation 
Ground.

The group picks for an 
hour and has been well-supported 
so far with 30 people taking part 
in one event. The youngest was 
aged just three.

Sian said: “One of most eye-
opening objects we found was 
a whole hoover! We have been 
amazed at how many bags we 

have filled each time. Within just 
an hour, and a radius of around 
0.5km, we collected a huge 
hoard.”

Anyone can join in and new 
volunteers are always welcome 
- just turn up! Find the group on 
Facebook by searching for ‘KT6 
Litter Pickers’.

Litter pick initiative cleans up Long Ditton

RESIDENTS can get an update 
on council priorities and question 
the council leader and officers at 
Your Shout events around the 
borough. The nearest locally 
are the Walton Centre for the 
Community on 31 October at 
7pm and at Claygate Centre 
for the Community on 1 
November, also at 7pm.

Long Ditton News
The Autumn 2018 USEFUL NUMBERS:

Elmbridge Council’s out of
hours emergency number
is 01372 466114. Surrey
County Council Social Care
out of hours emergency
number is 01483 517898.

Standing for Council: 
Claudia Riley-Hards

The finest Lebanese 
cuisine in the area 
Have you tried us yet?



ELMBRIDGE Council 
will seek to extend a High 
Court injunction which 

bans unauthorised encampments 
and fly-tipping in the borough.

The Conservative administration 
secured a three-month injunction 
in mid-August covering more than 
150 local parks, open spaces and 
car parks, which has proven to be 
highly effective at preventing and 
moving on traveller incursions.

However, it is due to expire in 
November and so the Council will 
be returning to court to apply for a 
three year order. We hope to pre-
vent a repeat of incidents such as 
we saw at Long Ditton Recreation 
Ground from 4-8 August.

As a result of that encampment 
the borough had to call in a special-
ist contractor with large grab lor-
ries to clear three large flytips that 
were left behind. Damage was also 
caused to the gate, cricket square 
and outfield, leading to matches 
being cancelled.

Conservative leader of the Coun-
cil, Tim Oliver, said: “Residents 
demanded action to tackle these 
unauthorised incursions and this 
Administration is delivering. 

“The painstaking work under-
taken by our officers and members 
of the Council to collect evidence 
enabled us to make the case for 
an extensive ban on unauthorised 
encampments and the Court gave 
its backing to the Council.

“The injunction will bring huge 
relief to residents and businesses 
who have experienced unprec-
edented and wholly unreasonable 
disruption throughout the summer.

“We will carry on with the work 
we are doing to review the secu-
rity of all of our open sites so that 

our communities can enjoy their 
surroundings, whilst continuing to 
closely monitor any illegal activity 
across the Borough.”

This year has seen an unprec-
edented increase in levels of unau-
thorised encampments, totalling 27, 
on public parks and open spaces as 
well as other recent encampments 
on privately owned land such as 
Painshill Park in Cobham.

The size of the camps has also 
risen dramatically with some being 
over 60 vehicles in size.

At court the Council evidenced 

large-scale fly-tipping and the cost 
of clearing it, damage to gates and 
barriers, lost parking income and 
the significant impact to communi-
ties living close to the camps, as 
well the loss of community facili-
ties during the summer.

Our injunction prevents any in-
dividual from occupying land and/
or depositing waste and prevents 
anyone from entering, or occupy-
ing any part of the land for residen-
tial purposes, including caravans, 
mobile homes and vehicles.

It saves the Council from hav-
ing to obtain court orders for the 
removal of these encampments, 
which can take several days, and 
authorises High Court enforcement 
officers to move people on if they 
take no notice of the injunction.

Failure to comply can result in 
fines, seizure of assets or prison.

Elmbridge has spent £33,000 this 
year to improve security at our 
open spaces. Residents can help by 
reporting any weakened security 
fence posts, railings etc. that pro-
tect public land, so that the council 
can affect repairs. 

Go to www.elmbridge.gov.uk/
news/unauthorised-encampments

COMMUNITY
NEWS

TENNIS court hire charges 
are being reviewed by the 
Elmbridge Conservative 
Administration. These were 
introduced by the Liberal 
Democrats and Residents As-
sociations when they ran the 
council from 2016-18 but have 
been branded a ‘tennis tax’ by 
residents. Conservatives sus-
pended the fees for six weeks 
during the summer and are 
considering whether to amend 
or scrap the policy. In the 
meantime tennis courts can 
be reserved online, at https://
clubspark.lta.org.uk/

ELMBRIDGE Council is invit-
ing applications for funding 
from the Community Infrastruc-
ture Levy (CIL).

CIL is paid by developers who 
receive planning permission and 
ensures they contribute towards 
community infrastructure.

The bulk of the money raised 
is used for strategic borough 
wide projects such as highway 
schemes, school expansions or 
flood works. But the Council 
also invites bids from local 
groups or projects.

Residents and groups have 
until 21 October to submit a 
bid for funds via the council 
website, which will be decided 
by local councillors. Go to: 

https://tinyurl.com/yb3yoal5

ELMBRIDGE’S county 
councillors have been vocal on 
the need for increased fund-
ing for Surrey’s roads. We 
are pleased to report that an 
additional £20m has now been 
earmarked for repairs and 
resurfacing. Works are well 
underway. If you see a pot-
hole, or any carriageway issue, 
please report it via https://
www.surreycc.gov.uk/do-it-
online/report-it-online

THE Royston Pike Lectures, 
now in their 44th year, are a 
popular fixture on the Elmbridge 
cultural calendar.

Named for Edgar Royston 
Pike, a former Esher Council 
chairman in the 1960s, they cov-
er an eclectic mix of subjects.

Phil Holt will present ‘Across 
the Lake - The Donald Camp-
bell Story’ at the Civic Centre, 
High Street, Esher on 7 Novem-
ber, 7.30pm. Tickets are priced 
£3 at the door.

Promoted by Peter Szanto on behalf of Esher & Walton Conservative Association, both of 3 Bridle Close, Kingston Upon Thames, KT1 2JW, and printed by Solopress, of 9 Stock Road, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS2 5QF.

Elmbridge seeks ‘traveller ban’ extension

“WHILST there is a lot going 
on up at Westminster and in 
Brussels on Brexit, as your MP 
I always stay grounded in local 
issues here in Elmbridge.

Recently, Long Ditton Conserva-
tive Candidate Claudia Riley-
Hards raised concerns about illegal 
traveller incursions, in particular 
the encampment at the Recreation 
Ground in Long Ditton. I share the 
frustration many residents feel, and 
with our local Long Ditton team, I 
am taking action at every level.

I met with Elmbridge’s new 
Neighbourhood Police Inspector 
Dallas McDermott (pictured) in 
July to talk through enforcement 
action. He assured me that Surrey 
Police understand local frustra-
tions and will be taking a more 
pro-active approach against illegal 
encampments than in the past.

I also discussed the issue with the 
Conservative Leader of Elmbridge 
Borough Council (EBC) and the 
Chief Executive. The Council has 
secured a High Court injunction 
which prevents people from enter-
ing or occupying the borough’s 
open spaces and car parks for the 
purposes of living there. Anyone 
who breaches the injunction would 
liable for sanctions including fines, 
prison and seizure of assets. 

This is a welcome move which 
also makes it easier for the Council 
to move illegal encampments on.

In April, as Housing and Planning 
Minister, I brought forward new 
proposals to strengthen enforce-
ment powers, provide county-wide 
authorised sites and consider intro-
ducing a new offence of criminal 
trespass. 

I moved from that role in July, but 
continue to have discussions with 
my successor, Kit Malthouse. He 
has reassured me that the govern-
ment has finished consulting on the 
proposals, and will be setting out its 
plans shortly.

As someone who lives locally, I 
understand the importance of ad-
dressing such important quality of 
life issues. I will keep working with 
Claudia and the new Conservative-
run EBC to tackle this issue for 
residents and for the community as 
a whole.” - Dominic

Moving in together is an exciting 
prospect for couples but it can 
often end badly - emotionally and 
financially.

KWW Solicitors, your friendly 
local law firm, is on hand to offer 
some practical, expert advice in 
this area.

Cohabiting couples often 
assume that moving in together 
creates similar rights and 
responsibilities as marriage (so-
called ‘common-law marriage’) or 
absolutely no rights at all. Both 
beliefs are wrong.

If you are moving in with a 
partner, or you are the parent of 
someone in that position, you 
should know how cohabiting 
affects your/their legal position 
and what protections there are 

should the relationship end or 
one of the cohabitees dies.

Drawing up a cohabitation 
agreement can help clarify 
some of the key issues in a 
relationship – things like parental 
responsibility, possessions and 
property ownership.

Though not all of the agreement 
may be legally enforceable, it 
can help reduce the likelihood of 
disputes and make any disputes 
easier to resolve.

Call David Anstee on 0208 979 
1131 or pop in at 
70 Walton Road, 
East Molesey to set 
up an appointment. 
And remember to 
quote The Long 
Ditton News.

Living together: Take care

Advertisement
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LONG Ditton’s Conservative 
candidate Claudia Riley-Hards 
and her supporters are seeking 
your views on local issues and to 
hear which concerns you think 
need to be prioritised by Elm-
bridge Borough Council.

Don’t be surprised to have a 
knock at your door in the near 
future and an invitation to fill out 
one of our survey forms. It only 
takes a few minutes and if you 
leave it on the doorstep, we’ll col-
lect it on our way back.

This will also help Claudia to 
shape her manifesto for next year 
and tackle the issues dear to you.

She said: “I really enjoyed 
meeting local residents during the 
last election and understanding 
your concerns and issues. Even 
though not yet your Councillor, I 
would be delighted to hear from 
you and you can contact me at 
c.rileyhards@esherwalton.com.

We will let you know the find-
ings of our survey in future edi-
tions of this newsletter.

A word from local MP Dominic Raab

Claudia launches 
resident survey

Become a member
WHY join the Conservatives? 
Membership comes with a 
number of benefits, including:
l A chance to choose the 

national party leader
l An invitation to all of our 

events, from regular small 
informal gatherings to large 
dinners with high profile guest 
speakers
l The opportunity to stand for 

the party in local elections
l A chance to vote in other 

internal elections and to attend 
the Party Conference.
l As as member you will also 

be helping to shape the future of 
Long Ditton, Elmbridge and the 
wider country. 

Find out more at 
www.conservatives.com/join
Or contact our office 

via esherwalton@tory.
org or 020 8546 2934.
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COUNCILLORS will continue 
with the previously planned in-
stallation of a pedestrian refuge 
close to Ditton Reach, the City 
Arms pub and two bus stops.

This follows a feasibility study 
carried out earlier this year, in 
response to a petition in 2014. 

Last year, an elderly lady 
tragically lost her life nearby and 
a further petition signed by over 
2,000 people was presented by her 
nephew to the Elmbridge Local 
Committee in June suggesting 
a zebra crossing in a different 
location. 

Following a lengthy discussion, 
it was noted that there are 
many pedestrian refuges in use 

throughout the Borough by people 
of all ages and they do provide a 
safer crossing point. The Local 
Committee decided to continue to 
implement the existing plans for 
a pedestrian refuge island, which 
will be fully funded from the 
Community Infrastructure Levy.

The Committee offered 
assurances they will re-visit this 
in future to assess whether further 
measures are appropriate. 

They asked that a report be 
brought to the Committee after 
the refuge island is completed and 
that a safety audit be carried out 
to determine if further measures 
should be considered.

Portsmouth Road to get a crossing island


