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NEED HELP WITH A LOCAL ISSUE?
Your local Conservative councillors are
here for you. For Elmbridge Borough
Council matters contact Cllr Steve Bax on
0797 7171138 or email MoleseySteve@
gmail.com. For Surrey County Council call
Cllr Peter Szanto on 07712 587831. Email
MoleseyPete@gmail.com

Local news, local action, local Conservatives | Editor: Steve Bax | Website: www.facebook.com/MoleseyNews

Fresh start for the Jolly Boatman?
n New plan for key local site, but concerns are raised over parking, safety and density

P

ROPOSALS for a major
redevelopment of land
around Hampton Court
Station could be submitted to
Elmbridge Council this autumn.
Alexpo, the new owners of the
former ‘Jolly Boatman’ pub site,
and Network Rail, are keen to
transform this key area of East
Molesey into a mix of 97 one and
two-bed apartments, retail and a
hotel, supported by two levels of
underground parking.
They unveiled their plans at a
public exhibition in June which
was well-attended by around 500
residents over the two days.
Molesey Conservative councillors
Steve Bax and Peter Szanto were
there to question the developer’s
representatives and hear from
residents.
Steve said: “From what people
are telling us, based on what they
saw at the exhibition, they consider these new proposals to be
an improvement on the old, much
resented planning permission
from a decade ago - but they have
concerns regarding density, lack
of parking and pedestrian safety.
These matters must be addressed
before any planning application is
submitted, even if it causes delays
- this is a hugely important site
opposite historic Hampton Court
Palace, and the developer should
take its time, engage with the council and residents and get this right.

STEVE SAYS:

“As councillors we’ll be doing
our utmost to try to ensure this
happens.”
A key difference between the
new proposals and the existing
2008 planning permission is that
the developer no longer wishes to
build a hotel on the Jolly Boatman
site. This would instead be placed
on Hampton Court Way, where the
car dealership currently is - and
the Boatman site would become a

public open space.
This would preserve the view of
the palace from the
Molesey side of
the river. However,
the new scheme
proposes just 205
car parking spaces
to cater to railway
commuters, nearly
100 new homes, an 84 room hotel
and shops. This is just one more
space than the existing station car
park and could place an added
parking burden on Molesey’s residential streets.
It is therefore even more important that Steve and Peter’s plans for
controlled parking in roads near the
station are properly considered by
Surrey County Council.

We have met with the developer,
Hampton Court Rescue Campaign,
residents and council officers on a
number of occasions so far. Going
forward we will be making the case
for sensible revisions to the proposals, including using the existing car
park access road as the ingress and
egress to the underground car park
to allow for safer crossing (rather
than Cigarette Island Lane which is
currently proposed, but would see
traffic turning blindly into the path
of hundreds of pedestrians), joining the Jolly Boatman to Cigarette
Island Park, increasing the number
of underground parking spaces and
reducing height and mass.
We will keep residents posted on
this important local issue via social
media and in upcoming editions of
The Molesey News.

Secondary school targets 2020 opening

A PUBLIC exhibition was held
in July to get residents’ views on
the plans for a new secondary
school for Molesey and Walton.
This is expected to be built on
land at Waterside Drive in Walton,
near the Xcel Leisure Centre and
Elmbridge Sports Hub.
It has Government approval but
needs planning permission from
Elmbridge Borough Council.
Heathside Walton School, as
it will be called, will be a nonfaith and non-selective secondary
school for 900 pupils from ages

11 to 16, and now aims to admit
its first intake in September 2020.
It would be a sister school to
Heathside Weybridge and the two
schools would share a sixth form.
Surrey County Council forecasts
a need for ‘at least two additional
new forms of entry’ from 2020
and expects the new free school
to meet this demand, as well as
providing future capacity.
Molesey Conservatives believe
a new school will be a benefit, but
investment is needed on a bus link
between Molesey and Walton.

Helping

Conservatives suspend ‘tennis tax’
TENNIS courts in Molesey and
elsewhere in Elmbridge will be
free to use until 2 September.
The borough council’s new
Conservative administration has
suspended the fees for hiring public
courts, as a ‘summer promotion’.
Players will still need to go online
GARDENERS Under Glass
launches at the Molesey Centre
in Bishop Fox Way on Tuesday
4 Sept, 11am-1pm.
It’s an opportunity to see the
new community garden, make
new friends and develop skills
in gardening and growing produce. Call the Centre Manager
on 0208 979 5773 for more info.

This newsletter
is sponsored by

HELLO and welcome to
The Molesey News – your
community newsletter written,
produced and delivered by the
Molesey Conservatives.
As this is our first edition since
the local elections in May, I
would like to begin by saying
a huge thank you to everyone
who voted for me in Molesey
East ward, and Paul Wood in
Molesey West.
I am thrilled to have been
elected as a borough councillor
for Molesey and am determined
to do my best to support and
represent our community over
the four-year term.
In West Molesey Paul put in a
great effort – also knocking on
doors and taking up residents’
causes. He finished within 300
votes of the Molesey Residents
Association, which is our best
showing in West Molesey in
years, and shows the progress
we are making.
Of the 16 seats contested in
Elmbridge in May, the Conservatives won 10, giving us 24
overall and enabling us to take
back control of the Council.
Consequently, there is a renewed focus on delivering better
services and tackling issues
such as housing for our young
people, sound finances and
protecting the greenbelt.

to reserve a court but will be able to
select the free option.
The policy of charging to use
public courts was introduced in
2017 by the previous Residents
Association and Liberal Democrat
administration.
A controversial move, it prompted
complaints from residents and was
criticised on social media by Andy
Murray’s mum Judy, who called it a
‘tax on tennis’.
Cllr Malcolm Howard, the new
cabinet member for leisure and
culture has also promised to review
the policy later this year.
To reserve a local tennis court, go
to https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/
TennisInElmbridge

I have joined several committees at Elmbridge including
planning, overview and scrutiny,
affordable housing, health &
wellbeing and the ‘Local Committee’ of county and borough
councillors which makes decisions on roads, youth services
provision and other priorities.
I hope to use this as a platform
to get things done for Molesey
and ensure the voice of our residents is heard. In recent months
I have been helping residents
with waste collection issues,
grass cutting and maintenance .
With county councillor Peter
Szanto, I’ve met with the new
manager of Glenlyn Medical
Centre to discuss initiatives he
is putting in place to improve
the service, and had a number
of meetings with the new owner
of the Jolly Boatman and residents to discuss the plans.
Peter and I are also on the
case over illegally moored boats
and Heathrow noise. If we can
be of any assistance, please do
get in touch. We hope you enjoy
the edition and the summer.

Dish, 3 Bridge Road, East Molesey, KT8 9EU. Tel: 020 8941 1095.
We are open from 6am Monday to Sunday so join us for breakfast

‘Fake News’: setting
the record straight
WE DON’T normally comment on material published by
other political parties, but we
were appalled by a misleading
article in the Molesey RA’s
summer newsletter.
Under the headline ‘Fake
News’, it accused us of fabricating the claim in our May election leaflet that the RA and Liberal Democrat led Council had
consulted on building thousands
of homes on the green belt.
We stand by our claim that the
RA/LibDem coalition at the time
issued a public consultation to
build on the green belt despite
their attempts now to deny it.
Cabinet minutes of 16 November 2016 clearly show that the
RA/LibDem adminstration approved consulting on the option
of using three areas of green belt
to meet future housing needs.
It was only after they went to
consultation and there was a
huge outcry that the option was
shelved.
As a matter of public record
that consultation took place
from 16 December 2016 to 24
February 2017 and the Council
received around 50,000 comments from 3,760 respondents.
Our opponents shamefully
referred our leaflet to the police,
who decided there was no case
to answer back in April, yet the
MRA continue to peddle the lie
that we are under investigation.
The MRA’s article suggests
that our leaflet’s position on the
green belt may have influenced
the election result. We hope it
did, since Conservatives share
residents’ view that open spaces
are highly valued and vital for
our quality of life.
The new Conservative administration’s Local Plan will be
focused on non-green belt sites.
We will provide homes for the
community without sacrificing
our local environment.

Bins contractor told to improve

E

LMBRIDGE’S refuse contractor has been read the
riot act by the Council.
Since taking back control of the
Council, new Conservative cabinet
member for environment and transport, Cllr Glenn Dearlove (pictured
below), held “robust” meetings
with contractor Amey to get to the
bottom of a worrying deterioration
in the refuse and recycling service.
He insisted the contractor make
dramatic improvements or face
fines, after missed collections
peaked at 800 a week. At July’s
Full Council meeting, in response
to questions from Molesey councillor Steve Bax, Cllr Dearlove confirmed that missed collections had
reduced to under 300 and the situation was continuing to improve.
Amey blamed the unacceptable
drop in service levels to ‘issues
with holiday planning for drivers,
IT problems and delays in tipping
loads at Surrey waste depots’.
Cllr Dearlove added that a meeting had been arranged with Surrey
County Council to discuss and
improve those delays.
In addition: “Amey have created a new post to deal with
logistics, which is greatly assisting the situation,” he said.

costs which might result in further
declines in the service.
n Earlier this summer, Steve was
horrified to learn that residents living in flats at the old snooker hall
in Molesey Road had not received
a regular refuse service for six
months! In fact their communal
bins had been emptied on only two
occasions, in February and April.
Steve instructed the council to
arrange an emergency collection
and to obtain proof from Amey
that the flats had been assigned a
regular crew. Elmbridge Council is
continuing to monitor the situation.
n Please report waste collection
issues at www.elmbridge.gov.uk/
waste-and-recycling/missed-bins/

Joined-up approach needed to tackle ‘slum boat’ scourge
WE CONTINUE to be concerned about boats moored without permission on our beautiful
river bank.
Recently, Molesey councillors Peter Szanto and Steve Bax
convened a joint meeting of the
Environment Agency (EA), Surrey
County Council and Elmbridge
Borough Council officers to press
for solutions to this nuisance.
We discussed the practicalities of
enacting a by-law to move on or
prosecute those moored illegally.
This has been used effectively by
Kingston and Richmond boroughs
but is more complex in Elmbridge

Advertisement

Living together: Take care
Moving in together is an exciting
prospect for couples but it can
often end badly - emotionally and
financially.
KWW Solicitors, your friendly
local law firm, is on hand to offer
some practical, expert advice in
this area.
Cohabiting couples often
assume that moving in together
creates similar rights and
responsibilities as marriage (socalled ‘common-law marriage’) or
absolutely no rights at all. Both
beliefs are wrong.
If you are moving in with a
partner, or you are the parent of
someone in that position, you
should know how cohabiting
affects your/their legal position
and what protections there are

Steve welcomed assurances that a
new, smaller garden waste vehicle
was being introduced, particularly
as he has recently been pushing
the council to urgently address the
lack of garden waste collections in
School Road and Challoners Close,
East Molesey.
Amey’s excuse for not servicing
these roads is that their vehicle is
too large to access narrow sections,
due to parked cars.
In a follow-up question
to the cabinet member,
Steve sought assurances
that Amey, which faces
substantial fines from
Elmbridge Council,
will not attempt to cut

should the relationship end or
one of the cohabitees dies.
Drawing up a cohabitation
agreement can help clarify
some of the key issues in a
relationship – things like parental
responsibility, possessions and
property ownership.
Though not all of the agreement
may be legally enforceable, it
can help reduce the likelihood of
disputes and make any disputes
easier to resolve.
Call David Anstee on 0208 979
1131 or pop in at
70 Walton Road,
East Molesey
to set up an
appointment. And
remember to quote
Molesey News.

70 Walton Road, East Molesey | 020 8979 1131 | www.kww.co.uk

due to the range of landowners.
Elmbridge Council has been
successful in securing a permanent
ban against one prolific offender
from mooring at Cigarette Island
Park. However, the council has
no power to evict ‘slum boats’
moored on riverbank it does not
own, so it is working with the EA

and others.
Peter and Steve raised concerns
around waste from the boats and
the EA confirmed it will take
action against any incidents. We
encourage residents to call the EA
hotline on 0800 807060 and they
will investigate.
Waterways Manager, Nick McKie-Smith said the EA undertakes
regular checks for boat registration, safety certification and insurance. Offenders are prosecuted.
We are pressing the EA to act
against illegal moorings and the
owners of sunken vessels close to
Cherry Orchard Road.

Have a say on future of Surrey CC
PETER SZANTO, who represents
East Molesey & Esher on Surrey
County Council, updates readers
on news from County Hall.
As Surrey’s population grows, so
too does the demand for children
and adult services and infrastructure, while of course funding remains extremely tight. To meet the
challenge, the council has drafted a
2030 vision for Surrey. I encourage
you to visit the website, watch the
short video and answer the questions. SCC will use this feedback to
shape its future priorities.
Go to: www.surreysays.co.uk/
deputy-ceo/2030vision/
n Elmbridge’s Conservative
county councillors have been very
vocal on the need for increased
funding for Surrey’s roads. I am
pleased to report that an additional
£20m has now been earmarked for
repairs and resurfacing. Works are
well underway.
If you see a pothole, or any carriageway issue, please let us know
via www.surreycc.gov.uk/do-itonline/report-it-online
n We continue to be active in getting Molesey’s concerns heard by
Heathrow. I have been appointed as
Elmbridge’s representative on the
Heathrow Community Noise Forum
and borough councillor Steve Bax
is attending meetings of the Local
Authorities Aircraft Noise Council.
We are vocal in stressing the

importance of respite and varying
flight paths so that residents living
directly under the flight paths are
not suffering unfairly. I have also
raised questions at Surrey County
Council and with National Rail on
the development of a Sothern rail
link to Heathrow which would give
residents rail access from the Waterloo lines and reduce road traffic
and pollution on our roads.
n I recently met with Jennie
Payne from Challengers (pictured)
to learn about their inclusive play
scheme for disabled children. I was
delighted to support them with a
grant from my county councillor’s
Community Allocation.
I have £5,000 this year to allocate
to local organisations or volunteers
to fund projects that benefit the
community.
Please email me at MoleseyPete@
gmail.com for details.

COMMUNITY

NEWS

HURST Pool is “nearing the end
of its useful life” and should be
rebuilt - a report commissioned
by Elmbridge Council is likely
to recommend next month.
New Cabinet Member for
Leisure & Culture, Malcolm
Howard, warned colleagues the
facilities had become “dated”
and would need to be “refreshed
and renewed”, with additional
swimming lanes and a gym.
“This would give it a greater
community focus and added
profitability,” said Cllr Howard.
POLICE have charged a man
aged 22 with attempted murder
in relation to a stabbing outside
Sainsbury’s in West Molesey on
8 July. The store’s car park was
taped off in the aftermath and
local officers stepped up patrols
to reassure residents. They say it
was an ‘isolated incident’ and the
victim is recovering.
RESIDENTS of Spring Gardens are being asked to park
elsewhere from 10am until
noon every Tuesday to allow
for refuse collections. Crews
have had difficulty getting in
and out of the very narrow road
for years, but the initiative has
made a difference since being
introduced in late May.
A MOLESEY man who was told
in school that he would never be
a writer due to his dyslexia, has
published his second children’s
book. Adam Searle, 37, wrote
‘The Big and The Little Monster’ in 2016 and it was so well
received that he has penned a
sequel. ‘The Big and The Little
Monster at the Seaside’ is on sale
at www.adamdsearle-author.com
and Waterstones, and available at
our very own Molesey Library.
OBJECTS recovered from the
river will feature in an upcoming talk for the Molesey Local
History Society, called Treasures
of the Thames. Malcolm Head,
a former Dredger Master, will
speak about the archaeological
finds he has made in a lifetime
of working on the river. He’ll
be at St Lawrence School in
Church Road, East Molesey, on
Tuesday 18 September at 8pm.
Admission, £3 for non members.
ELMBRIDGE Council’s new
mascot, Elvis the Eagle, is encouraging kids to explore the borough.
Families can download his list
of 20 things to do locally, from
orienteering on Esher Common,
exercising on one of the outdoor
gyms or visiting the newly opened
community garden at the Molesey
Centre (formerly Mole Hall).
Go to www.elmbridge.gov.uk/
news/elvis-the-eagle/
THAMES Water is facing action
from Surrey County Council
after a blunder which caused
tailbacks in Molesey.
The utility company installed
temporary traffic lights at
Bridge Road and Creek Road
in May, despite having had its
permit revoked for not giving
prior notice to residents.
Surrey officers were sent in by
East Molesey County Councillor Peter Szanto. They discovered an operative from a traffic
management company on site
manually controlling the traffic
signals without any roadworks
taking place.
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