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the Molesey News
Threat to develop Vine Hall site
Outcry as RA/Lib Dem coalition proposes housing alongside a possible new hall

T

HE fight is on to save
Vine Hall in East Molesey after Elmbridge
Borough Council announced
plans to redevelop the site, also
placing the 2nd Molesey Scout
Group at risk.
The council is run by seven
Residents Association political
parties in coalition with the Liberal Democrats and headed by
Cllr Stuart Selleck, of the Molesey Residents Association, who
are looking for ways to save
money after running deficits last
year and the council’s income
took a battering from Covid.
Molesey councillors were
briefed at the end of October,
that the Administration was
minded to keep Vine Hall closed
even after the pandemic eases,
rather than spend around
£200,000 removing the asbestos,
repairing the building and making it energy efficient.
On 18 November, Cllr Selleck
and his RA/Lib Dem cabinet
voted to recommend to the Full
Council that Vine Hall be closed
and the council “explore opportunities” for providing a new hall
as part of an ‘affordable housing’
development on the site.

Steve Says:
HELLO, I’m Steve Bax, your
local councillor, and I’m
pleased to bring you another
edition of The Molesey News,
your community newsletter.
By the time you read this
Christmas will be almost upon
us and I hope you’ll be able to
enjoy the festivities safely, with
those who mean the most to you.
It has been a difficult and
unprecedented year. But
challenging times also have a
way of bringing out the best in a
community.
It has been inspiring to see the
way residents of Molesey have
responded to the Covid crisis,
from offering support over
social media, to delivering
Meals on Wheels to the
vulnerable, helping the local
foodbank and turning out for
litter picks.
Recently I posted on Facebook
that cabins for the homeless had
been placed at Ray Road and
appealed for donations of food
and equipment on behalf of the
Molesey churches. Again the
kindness shown by local people
was overwhelming.
With Covid vaccinations starting
there is the definite prospect of
light at the end of the tunnel in
2021 but the impact of the
pandemic on lives and
livelihoods will continue to be
felt for some time to come.

new form of words for the Full
Council meeting on 2 December,
now promising that a new hall
will be part of any redevelopment, as well as committing
the council to protect the position of the 2nd Molesey Scout
hut on the land, and to “actively
engage” with residents around
the terms of reopening.

Cost of car parking rises due to Covid
PARKING charges are being increased across the borough as
Elmbridge Council tries to clawback some of the £4M income
lost during the pandemic.
The Residents Association and
Liberal Democrat coalition,
brought proposals to December’s
Full Council to add 10p to each
ticket, to abolish half hour tickets
and reduce Saturday free parking
in East Molesey to an hour.

Representing you
At Elmbridge Council, I've
done my best to represent your
interests, whether making the
case for Vine Hall to reopen or
putting the Environment Agency
on the spot over ‘unconsented
moorings’ in Molesey. I write
about both in this edition.
With the news that Elmbridge
and Surrey County councils will
not be merging after all,
elections will take place in May
2021. I will be hoping to
succeed my good friend and
colleague Peter Szanto as East
Molesey's county councillor, as
he is retiring at the election.
If successful I would be able to
speak for you and assist on
county matters, in addition to
my borough responsibilities. But
more on that next year.
For now, thank you for taking
the time to read this newsletter
and for all your amazing support
during the year. On behalf of
myself, our borough candidate
Xingang Wang, Peter Szanto and
the Molesey Conservative team,
I wish a safe and Merry
Christmas to you and your
family and health and happiness
for 2021.

East Molesey’s Cllr Steve Bax,
part of the Conservative opposition, took to social media to alert
residents. The result was an immediate outcry and a petition to
Save Vine Hall which gathered
1,700 signatures in a week.
There followed some rapid
back-pedalling by the Coalition
Administration, who produced a

Steve said: “Vine Hall is part of
the beating heart of our Molesey
community. I’ve spoken to hirers
who are desperate to resume
their classes, and numerous residents who are passionate about
retaining our public hall.
“I was even contacted by Daniel Pemberton, the renowned
composer for TV and film who
has worked with famous Hollywood directors and been nominated for five Golden Globes,
who started learning his trade at
Vine Hall.
“As I said at the Full Council,
it’s essential that we reopen the
hall - otherwise hirers will be
forced elsewhere - and that any
replacement hall is suitable and
not of inferior size. The council
must ensure the 2nd Molesey
Scouts are accommodated on site
or nearby. The group has contributed immensely to our community for 94 years and must not
be lost. Finally, we must ensure
that residents are consulted and
nothing is imposed.”
Steve is working with residents
to help get a Community Trust
off the ground which could take
over the running of the current
Vine Hall or any replacement.

Cllr Steve Bax and fellow Conservative councillors proposed a
compromise that the 30 minute
option be retained at the 10 village
car parks, including at Walton
Road in Molesey.
“We understood the need to raise
revenue for the council but felt the
withdrawal of the 30 minute ticket
option was counterproductive,”
explained Steve. “Small convenience stores and retailers depend

on their customers being able to
park and pop in to buy a newspaper or pick up a prescription.
“Making them pay for an hour
might encourage people to take to
the side streets or ‘chance it’ by
not paying at all - so the council
could lose money from this.”
But the Coalition voted down the
Tory amendment. Note: parking
will be free on Saturday 19 December for Christmas shopping.

Homeless pods
open in Molesey
A DOZEN studio cabins have been deployed at the car park of Molesey Youth
Centre in Ray Road to shelter homeless
people during the winter.
Surrey County Council says there will be
minimal disruption to local residents and
Chandlers Field School. Those living on site
will be required to observe a curfew and will
be managed by a security company.
Surrey’s Cabinet Member for Adult Social
Care, Cllr Sinead Mooney, told The Molesey
News: “This accommodation is a really important part of our response to the COVID
pandemic, to ensure every group in our society is looked after, especially in the harsh
winter months, and are able to play their part
in keeping Surrey safe.”
Molesey Church Night Shelter (MCNS) has
previously put-up rough sleepers in the local
churches, but precautions around COVID
meant everyone had to be accommodated dif-
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ferently this year.
The churches are looking for volunteers to
provide hot evening meals, or donations of
hand gel, face-masks, toiletries, clothing,
small TVs, laptops or other items.
If you can donate or volunteer, please visit
www.moleseycns.org for more information.
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A Christmas
Message

From Rev Anne Farmer of
St Paul’s Church, East Molesey

ST PAUL’S Church stands on a
small island with four roads
leading north to the Thames,
south to Walton Road, east towards Hampton Court and west
to a cul-de-sac where a narrow
path leads to King’s Chase.
All directions – which is a bit
how 2020 has felt – the course
of the virus, doubts and fears,
Black Lives Matter, Brexit negotiations. St Paul’s has stood
throughout, as it did through
two world wars, the ‘flu epidemic of the early 20th Century
and sweeping societal changes.
For many, the stability of the
building and the God who many
find there has been a rock in
change. And this year, with the
church closed during the first
lockdown, the benches in the
church garden, firmly bolted to
the paving stones (despite one
attempt to remove them) have
become a seat of peace and a
place to ponder. We are glad to
have been able to offer this to
the community.
With all the necessary cancellations, closures and conditions
through the year, our churches
in Molesey have stood firm,
knowing there has always been
one certainty which we celebrate in this season. Not the
arrival of an antidote but the
coming of Jesus Christ at
Christmas. December 25 will
happen, we will rejoice, we cannot help it. Molesey is a people
who love community and will
continue to be so, whatever direction we head next year.
God bless you this Christmas.

EA promises to enforce river

T

HE prospect of the Environment Agency (EA)
taking some long overdue
action against unconsented moorings in Molesey was offered by
two senior officials in September.
Environment Manager Colin Chiverton and Operations Manager for
the lower Thames Maria Herlihy
were questioned by Elmbridge’s
Overview & Scrutiny Committee.
Ms Herlihy informed the councillors that the EA have contracted
District Enforcement to police
moorings along the 144 miles of
the Thames, from October.
Staff will patrol the towpath to
“engage, educate and challenge irresponsible behaviour” with powers
to serve notices and impose fixed
penalty fines, she said.
Cllr Steve Bax put the EA officers
on the spot about the commercial
‘hotel’ barges moored at Hurst Park
and unconsented moorings along
the Molesey riverside.
He pointed out that up to 80 boats
are moored without permission in
Elmbridge and the EA has been
very slow to enforce.
Mr Chiverton said the EA has a
range of tools at its disposal but
must consider proportionality and
effective use of public money when
taking legal action, while also admitting that the EA has less income

MOLESEY Art Society is running an online fair until 31 December where locally-produced
works of art, craft and jewellery
are on sale. Whilst the group is
sad to not be exhibiting at St Albans School due to the pandemic,
they hope people will join them
at www.moleseyartsociety.co.uk
and resources than five years ago.
He added “We hear what you are
saying, and the residents are saying,
and we will look to move things
forward.”
Councillors also heard that of the
148 boats checked by the EA in
Elmbridge ahead of the meeting,
only 53 were registered!
Clearly improvement is required
and the committee has asked the
EA to come back in the new year
with an update.

£30,000 alongside the other boroughs to hire consultants and a PR
firm to advance the case for a
multi-unitary Surrey.
Steve explained: “The council’s
finances are in dire shape and I
felt we needed to wait a couple of
weeks to see what the government
White Paper actually contained.”
He was outvoted by the majority,
including our five Molesey Residents Association councillors.
A fortnight later the government
dropped the idea but by then the
spending had been committed.
A report will be prepared for any
future consultation on unitaries.

Willows fundraiser
THE Wind in the Willows play
boats have long been a favourite of children when they visit
the riverside at Hurst Park.
Sadly, these had become rotten
and damaged and were removed
by Elmbridge Borough Council
during the summer.
Since there was no money in the
budget to replace them, Steve
Bax contacted the Men in Sheds
volunteers, at Thames Ditton,
who agreed to build like for like
replacements for free.
Steve also started a Just Giving
page online that was superbly
supported by the people of Molesey and raised an incredible
£1,275 to pay for materials and
the required
RoSPA safety
inspection.
County Cllr
Peter Szanto is
donating £500
from his community fund.
We hope to new
boats in place by
summer 2021.

Molesey
Remembrance
goes virtual

Wishing you a
Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
It's been the toughest of years but we
managed to maintain our full range of legal
services throughout. Thank you to all our
loyal clients and new friends. Our of昀ces
will close from 1pm on Dec 23rd to Jan 4th.
Stay well and have a peaceful
holiday season.
0208 979 1131 www.kww.co.uk

NEWS

HERSHAM Village Hall is
being used as a COVID-19 test
centre. If you experience high
temperature, a new continuous
cough, or a change in your
sense of smell or taste, you
should visit the NHS website or
call 119 to make an appointment.

Council blows £30k on unitary report
A GOVERNMENT devolution
White Paper which could have
resulted in the merger of the 11
Surrey district and borough
councils and the county council
has been put on hold.
The government decided in midSeptember to shelve its controversial plans to establish one or more
unitary councils. These were supported by Surrey County but
bitterly opposed by the boroughs.
At an Elmbridge Council meeting in early September, Cllr Steve
Bax put forward an amendment to
try to stop the RA/Lib Dem Administration from contributing

COMMUNITY

MOLESEY was in lockdown during November but it didn’t stop
Remembrance Sunday services
from taking place, albeit without
the usual crowds.
The British Legion, local clergy
and councillors laid wreaths and
said prayers for those we lost in the
world wars and other conflicts.

A MOLESEY dad raised a 979
signature petition to improve
safety around St Lawrence
School which was presented to
the Elmbridge Local Committee
in November. It resulted in councillors giving the go ahead for
county highways officers to
undertake a full assessment of the
road safety concerns the roads in
the vicinity of the school.
AN AMAZON driver had his
Ford Transit stolen containing
130 parcels whilst delivering in
Wolsey Road on 31 October.
There have been a spate of
thefts and attempted thefts of
catalytic converters in and
around Molesey.
A BENCH at Grovelands Rec
was removed over the summer by
Elmbridge Council after local
residents raised concerns about it
being a focal point for drug dealing and anti social behaviour. Issues have also been flagged with
the police.
SADLERS Ride car park was
resurfaced by Elmbridge Council in September but the contractors forgot to paint back
the disabled bays. They were
summoned back after residents
alerted Molesey councillor
Steve Bax.

And the key events were recorded
for a video, released on Facebook
for residents to watch from home.
Councillors Steve Bax and Tony
Popham, the Deputy Mayor of
Elmbridge, are pictured above at
the East Molesey Memorial with
Rev Anne Farmer of St Paul’s
Church for the broadcast.

Surrey switching to energy efficient bulbs
SURREY County Council has
begun the huge task of converting 89,000 street lights into
energy-efficient LEDs.
The council spends £3.8M
every year on energy for street
lights. By converting to LED,
they’ll use around 65% less
energy, saving taxpayers £2M a
year. The new lights will last 20

LOCAL police have been given
funding for four electric hybrid
bicycles from the Elmbridge
Council Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) tax on
planning permission. The bikes
have a range of 25 miles and
will allow officers to provide
more neighbourhood policing.

years – six times longer than
traditional bulbs, and it will
take three years to complete the
switch over.
Surrey Cabinet Member for
Transport, Matt Furniss, said:
“This demonstrates our commitment to reduce energy consumption as well as aim of
being net carbon zero by 2050.”

A 15 METRE high phone mast
on the edge of Boleyn Court and
Bridge Road got the go ahead to
be installed after the applicants
(EE and H3G UK Ltd) successfully appealed against Elmbridge
Council's refusal. A planning inspector decided such masts are
becoming commonplace and it
would not be out of keeping with
the area, as the council argued.
PLANS to demolish the large
corner house at 2 Beauchamp
Road for flats have been rejected by Elmbridge Council.
The proposal by Octagon Developments was refused on
grounds of size and impact to a
neighbouring property.
LANGTON Road residents have
petitioned Surrey County Council
to address the dangers of turning
from their road into Walton Road.
They are concerned about speeding traffic and the line of sight
being obscured by parked vehicles. Surrey Highways officers
will investigate solutions.
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