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Let’s support our Molesey shops!
STEVE SAYS:

‘HELLO I’m Steve Bax, one
of your Molesey Conservative councillors and I’d like to
welcome you to this, our first
newsletter since lockdown.
We’re certainly in unprecedented times. I couldn’t have
imagined how everyday life
would be turned upside down.
Even now, as we begin to get
back to normal the future still
looks uncertain. But by following the government advice,
making sacrifices, looking out
for your friends, neighbours
and the vulnerable, you’ve
played a part in helping to halt
the virus. Thank you.
As well as representing you at
the council via online meetings,
I’ve been helping East Elmbridge Foodbank, based in Ray
Road, with their deliveries and
briefly Meals on Wheels.
I’ve seen great work being
done by local volunteers, including sewing groups churning out PPE for key workers.
The banner at the Ember
bridge in Esher Road summed
up the spirit perfectly: ‘Molesey, socially distanced yet never
closer’. Quite.
Our open spaces were an
absolute godsend during
lockdown but sadly the amount
of litter rocketed. I arranged
a litter pick at Hurst Park and
was constantly badgering the
council for extra collections.
The best way by far that we
can fix the problem is by taking
our litter home. We must also
do our bit to support Molesey’s
local shops and businesses,
who pulled out all the stops
during the crisis. We couldn’t
have got by without them.
Until next time, stay safe.
Let’s keep being the great community we are.’

I

T’S BEEN a tough year for
Molesey’s retailers and small
businesses. Many were forced
to shut during the lockdown and
even though they are rebuilding
and bouncing back, they need
your support now more than ever.
On 31 July, Molesey councillors
Steve Bax and Peter Szanto invited
MP Dominic Raab to join them
and our council candidate Xingang
Wang visiting businesses in Walton
Road and Bridge Road.
It was impressive to see how agile
and innovative many have been
during the crisis and since.
Miss Polly’s cafe provided home
deliveries of fruit and veg boxes
and frozen meals at the height of
lockdown. Owner Dale Annells,
who relocated from Australia to set
up the Molesey business, currently
offers a takeaway service but is expanding the business by taking over
the cafe at East Molesey Cricket
Club in November.
Jane Attard at Hopscotch, the shoe
shop in Walton Road, switched
to online sales and fitted shoes on
doorsteps. Business is currently
brisk with schools reopening.
Julia and Roy Beswick were able
to open The Card Collection thanks
to their vintage sweets, which
meant the shop counted as a food
outlet. Mezzet restaurant in Bridge

£6.7M lost income
ELMBRIDGE Council expects
to lose nearly £7M of income
this year due to Covid-19.
The Borough will miss out
on £2.1M from car parks, after
charges were lifted until 1 Sept,
£370k from community centres
and £640k from leisure facilities.
Yet the RA/Lib Dem coalition
running Elmbridge has no plans
to plug the gap, short of hoping
for a Government bail out.
Cllr Ruth Mitchell, for the
Conservatives, said the Coalition had “squandered reserves”
and failed to plan for a rainy day,
adding urgent action is needed.

Road gave free bread to passersby during lockdown. Owner Fadi
Kesserwany has since launched a
new venture - a food cabin next to
Hampton Court Bridge.
Kent’s Chemists, the Molesey
Post Office, supermarkets and
convenience stores, Molesey Pets
and Aquatics were among the many
unsung heroes who kept our community supplied and cared for.
F&B Coachworks, a respected
family business with 40 years in
Molesey came close to financial
collapse. Steve helped them secure
a government grant through Elm-

bridge Council to keep them afloat.
In total the Council distributed
close to £25M in government grants
(to 1,722 recipients). Others have
benefited through the furlough
scheme, bounce back loans, rate
relief and financial support to make
premises Covid secure.
The restrictions have been particularly harsh for some. In Harmony
beauty salon had to delay offering
facials to customers as the 1 August
opening was pushed back, given
concerns about the virus.
And Massage therapist Sophie

‘Slum boats’ giving council a bad name
ELMBRIDGE has between 50
and 80 boats moored without
consent along the Thames, councillors were told in July. And the
borough recorded 132 related
complaints and antisocial
behaviour reports.
The leader of the
council admitted that the
Environment Agency’s
failure to deal with unauthorised moorings (including boats operating as
low-grade hotels) is causing
‘reputational damage’ to it and
the council, in a letter to EA chief
executive Sir James Bevan.
Cllr Steve Bax said: “Residents

have put up with the blight on our
riverside for too long. I hope the
EA’s new enforcement contract
will yield results, but if not then
the council has to step up. We
should investigate a Public
Spaces Protection Order to
deal with antisocial behaviour and, if needs be, take
ownership of the riverside
in place of the EA and
enforce it ourselves.”
A planning application to
secure a residential mooring
for a boat moored near Cherry Orchard Gardens, has attracted over
150 objections. It will be decided
by councillors later this year.

Is it time to achieve your healthy weight?
Hi, I’m Michelle. Since age 14
I have yo-yo’d with my weight, till
seven years ago I reached my
heaviest of 21stone 7lbs.
I was disgusted with
myself, especially
after battling and
surviving cancer
four times! I lost
9.5 stone and
discovered a new
passion in life helping others to
lose weight and
lead healthier lives.
My AWARD
WINNING GOLD
STANDARD One2One
Diet Weight Loss Centre
at 97 WALTON ROAD, EAST
MOLESEY is the ONLY one in
SURREY to have the Seca mBCA
515 medically approved full body

Colston, based in JP Beal Podiatrist
Surgery in Walton Road, could not
offer clients an online option and
was among the last to be allowed
to reopen. She said: “I had many
clients who were in physical pain
and wanted me to treat them - it
was distressing to have to refuse”.
She is now “bouncing back” thanks
to her loyal client base.
Don’t forget, as part of the
Chancellor’s Eat Out to Help Out
Scheme you can get a 50% discount
when eating out in Molesey, Monday to Wednesday during August.

composition scanner. It not only
measures your subcutaneous fat,
but also the nasty visceral fat that
can lead to heart disease,
strokes and other silent
killers.
I do a full body scan
every week, so
we can keep tabs
on how you are
improving.
You’ll have the
benefit of my 30
years of medical
experience.
I’ll also work with
you on changing your
mindset and giving you the
tools to maintain your losses.
You’ve tried the rest... now come
to the best. Call Michelle on
07769 114952. All you have to
lose is your weight!

London Buyers Flock To Surrey
The London Office is Curchods marketing link into the capital
providing a constant supply of enquiries from committed
London and international buyers to help you achieve a better
price for your home.
TO FIND OUT MORE AND TO BOOK A FREE VALUATION OF
YOUR HOME PLEASE VISIT: WWW.CURCHODS.COM

Should Bridge Road
be pedestrianised?
THERE’S a real possibility this
could happen as part of ‘Active Travel’ measures intended
to improve access to shopping
areas after lockdown.
Surrey County Council is drawing up options for a full or part
closure to traffic. This would allow for extra social distancing.
East Molesey’s county councillor Peter Szanto said: “We need
to be led by the traders and local
residents on this, and understand
how they might be impacted by
the removal of the parking in
Bridge Road.
“One possibility is to shut the
road on the weekend only, when
there is less railway commuter
parking in nearby streets, although we would prefer people to
walk or cycle if possible.”
Peter and Steve were due to
introduce consultation on parking changes in Wolsey and Palace
roads, to decongest those roads
and create spaces for shoppers,
before the coronavirus intervened.
Steve found strong support for
the idea of pedestrianising Bridge
Road when he floated the idea on
Molesey Facebook pages.
As we went to print, councillors
were due to meet with Surrey’s
highways team to discuss options.

With a major shake-up of local government coming, we ask: is this...

The end of Elmbridge Council?

P

LANS for a radical
overhaul of local democracy in Surrey could
see the County Council and 11
district and borough authorities
(including Elmbridge) replaced
with a single council.
With the changes expected to
be set out in a government White
Paper this Autumn, The Molesey
News asked Councillor Tim Oliver,
a former leader of Elmbridge Council and now the Conservative leader
of Surrey County Council, to tell us
how it could work.
Cllr Oliver (pictured) explained
that the Government wants to
streamline local democracy, ending
two tier local government in Surrey
and switching to unitary, where a
single council is responsible for the
delivery of all services in the area.
It might be headed by a directly
elected Mayor, and supplemented
by ultra-local parish councils or
community networks.
He said: “The aims are to make
the delivery of services more trans-

parent to residents, giving people
better input into their communities,
and delivering services at less cost.
“By removing 12 chief executives, finance directors and so on, it
would save Surrey taxpayers £30M
every year, which is the equivalent
to 4% on the council tax.”
The number of councillors could
also be signficantly reduced, from
circa 550 currently. Not surprisingly then, the proposals have caused
some alarm amongst the boroughs,
not least because Parliament could
implement the changes as early as
2022.
The 11 borough council leaders have sent a joint letter to the
government suggesting a single
unitary council for Surrey would be
too big, and are proposing two or
three instead.
Cllr Oliver added: “The case
for retaining district and borough
councils must be about what value
they add for residents. And let’s ask
our residents what they think. I’m
betting they care less about which

council does what and more about
their roads and community and
what the services are costing them.”
We will give an update in the next
Molesey News. In the meantime
we also spoke to Cllr Oliver about
Surrey’s efforts to combat Covid-19
and other priorities. You can see
the full interview at
esherwalton.com, and here is a
quick summary.
l Cllr Oliver said Surrey County
Council, the boroughs and charity
and faith groups have worked very
successfully together during the
pandemic, including with charity and faith groups, to check on
42,000 shielded residents and distribute food, PPE and government
grants.
l Headley Court, a former army
rehabilitation centre, was refurbished and reopened by County in 35
days to become a treatment centre
for victims of of the virus.
l Surrey spent £55M on virus related activity and has been reimbursed almost all of it by the Treasury.
Cllr Oliver said: “We were in a
strong financial position before
this and I’m not concerned that the
county is in any financial difficulty
at all as a result of Covid.”
l Under his leadership, Surrey
has “looked at every line of cost”
and achieved £200M in efficiency
savings. The County share of Council Tax should now only increase
when there’s a need, not routinely.
l They are planting 1.2M trees
and investing in cleaner public
transport.
How do you think the government
and local councils have handled the
Covid crisis? Tell us your views at
esherwalton.com/elmbridge-survey

NEWS IN BRIEF
THE Lord Hotham pub is being
turned into an office space and
two flats. The Council agreed
for the landmark in Walton
Road to be converted after noone came forward to continue it
as a pub. A rack for 12 bicycles
is being provided for the office
staff.
FOOD vans will need a license
from Elmbridge Council from 1
September. Pizza seller Dough
Shack has applied to park at
Imber Court and on the corner of
Park Road and Walton Road. The
Council’s Licensing Committee
will have the final say.
McCARTHY and Stone
pulled out of their bid to build
35 retirement flats on the site
of Majestic Wines. Elmbridge
planners had asked them to
amend the design and scale of
their plans, which the company
decided rendered their scheme
unviable.
SURREY County Council wants
to give environmentally-minded
residents some training to assist
with clearing footpaths and drain
covers, cutting back vegetation and cleaning signs. Anyone
interested should search for Community Highways Volunteering on
Surrey’s website.
MOLESEY Library reopens
on Monday 17 August. Staff
will bring anything you order
online to the door and accept
returns. They will pick recommendations for you if you sign
up to Ready Reads on Surrey
County Council’s website. The
library building will reopen on
1 September.

A MAGNET fisherman retrieved
a very rusty looking gun from
the Thames near Hampton Court.
Police posted a photo on their
Elmbridge Beat Facebook page,
saying “No doubt a very old story
behind this.”
OCTAGON Developments
of Hurst Road have applied
for permission to demolish the
corner house at 2 Beauchamp
Road. They hope to replace it
with two large detached houses
each containing five flats and a
new access from Spencer Road.
Elmbridge councillors will vote
on the plan in September.
HURST Pool has reopened.
Swimming is restricted to 45
minutes and must be booked in
advance online or over the phone.
Changing rooms and lockers are
being cleaned after every session
to protect against COVID. Xcel
Leisure centre has also reopened
for swimming and classes.

ELMBRIDGE’S planning
committee has given the goahead for a new secondary
school to be built on land in
Waterside Drive, next to the
Xcel Sports Hub. Heathside
Walton will be a state school for
900 pupils serving Molesey and
Walton, due to open in 2022.

Dominic Raab MP: ‘Reinforcing our communities’

KWW wants to do its bit to help some of
our struggling local groups.
At the same �me, we can be helping you with important legal work, things
like Wills and Powers of A�orney.
So between now and the end of 2020, for every new instruc�on we receive
from a Molesey News reader for our private client, family or dispute
resolu�on services, we will donate a minimum of £50 from our fee to a local
charity, school, sports club or not-for-profit ins�tu�on of your choice.
Our Molesey Boost ini�a�ve covers:
•
•
•
•

Mirror Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Family matter
Employment or dispute matter

Quote ‘Molesey Boost’
when you make first contact

0208 979 1131

www.kww.co.uk

As we come together in our
national mission to defeat the
Coronavirus, I’ve been harnessing government support and
working with local Conservative
councillors, to reinforce communities across Elmbridge.
First, there has been an incredible effort by NHS workers and
carers. Tragically, we suffered 104
deaths in Elmbridge attributed to
Coronavirus, as of 12 June. But,
NHS and care home teams have
worked together to treat the sick,
advise communities and protect
the vulnerable.
The massive investment by
government helped, but I visited our Covid
hub at Giggs Hill Surgery in Thames Ditton
to see first-hand the tremendous initiative
of our local frontline NHS staff. I’ve also
been out with North West Surrey Community First Responders delivering medical
prescriptions to the vulnerable.
Second, I’ve been supporting local businesses survive the economic pressures they
face. The government Furlough Scheme
has supported 14,200 employees in Elmbridge. 4,700 self-employed residents have
received grants to see them through. Small
businesses have been allocated £24million
in Elmbridge, and local businesses will save
£27million on their business rates this year.
As we transition through lockdown, I visited the Heart Shopping Centre in Walton to
see how businesses are reopening in a safe
way within Covid guidelines for customers.
Third, I’ve been supporting the wonderful
local groups taking care of our most vulnerable residents. I teamed up with Conservative Leader of Surrey County Council, Tim
Oliver, to support East Elmbridge Foodbank
– and joined Jenny French in delivering
essentials to elderly residents. I have also
been out with Annie Emmins of The Besom
charity in Esher, delivering furniture to the

newly-housed homeless, and supported
Elmbridge Rentstart delivering essential to
some of our most in need
families.
I know it’s been tough going. But the
government has provided Elmbridge with
unprecedented support, and I’ve been proud
to join the many amazing local groups who
have come together with an incredible community spirit that defines us at our best.

Keep Molesey litter free

MOLESEY’S parks
have been a godsend
during lockdown and
the months of warm
weather. Unfortunately
we’re seeing a huge
increase in litter.
Elmbridge’s contractor usually disposes
of 200-300kgs of rubbish per day from
across the Borough. This spiked at over
1,000kgs in May, five times normal. Cllr
Steve Bax said:
“The message is: if you find the bin full,
please walk to the next one or better still
take your rubbish home. Let’s keep Molesey’s beautiful green spaces litter free.”
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