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A WORD FROM
THE EDITOR
Hello and welcome to the
Autumn edition of The Esher
News, a community newsletter
from your local Conservatives.
I’m Simon Waugh, one of
your three Esher councillors at
Elmbridge Borough Council. I
would like to start by thanking
residents for electing me in
May. It is a privilege to serve as
your local Councillor and I will
do my best to stand up for our
area for the next four years.
Overall, the Conservatives
won over 46% of the vote
in Elmbridge and regained
control of the Council. I am
delighted that my fellow Esher
Councillor Tim Oliver has
been appointed Leader of
the Council and I know the
borough will be in safe hands.
The elections were an
opportunity for us to hear your
concerns and aspirations for
our borough. We are working
with Surrey County Council to
improve the state of our roads
and minimise the disruption
caused by statutory bodies
digging up the road network.
We have taken direct action to
protect our open spaces from
unauthorised encampments
and are pressing the police
to use their powers to combat
anti-social behaviour related to
this, or wherever it arises.
We will continue to face
pressure for more house
building locally to meet the
need and because Elmbridge is
a desirable borough in which
to live. As councillors we
will manage this fairly, while
defending our open spaces and
the character of our area.
Please do contact us (see
details overleaf) if we can help
with any issues. I hope you
enjoy the newsletter. - Simon
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Sandown homes refused!

Council must deliver thousands of homes
ELMBRIDGE Council is drafting
a new ‘Local Plan’ to set out how
the Borough will meet its housing
need until 2035.
In August and September it
consulted residents on five possible
options for achieving Government
housing targets of around 623 new
homes per year, of mostly one and
two-bedrooms (9,345 in total!).
Elmbridge Conservatives are
backing Option 4, which would
push back on the quota (which we
think is too high) and deliver about
5,300 homes in existing built areas,
making use of brownfield sites.
Crucially it includes NO BUILDING ON THE GREEN BELT. This
is the option the Conservatives
instructed officers to develop when
we controlled the Council last
year. It is vital that we protect our
borough’s green lungs if we are to
meet our climate obligations.
Conservative Leader, James

Browne, told The Molesey News:
“We believe Option 4 plans for the
future, by providing a large number
of new homes, of which 99%
would be three-bedrooms or fewer,
and nearly 70% of those homes
must be at affordable or social rent
levels in order to provide homes
for the less well-off, first time
buyers and key workers such as
schoolteachers, police officers and
firefighters.
“It protects our Green Belt which
stops the London sprawl taking
over our borough and, whilst all
local areas will see more housing, it
will not destroy local character.”
Cllr Browne raised the issue with
Boris Johnson over the summer
and was reassured that the Prime
Minister opposes “arbitrary quotas
imposed by diktat”. Boris also told
the Surrey Advertiser: “We should
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LMBRIDGE Borough
Council has declared
a ‘climate emergency’
and pledged to become carbon
neutral by within 11 years.
At July’s meeting of the Full
Council, a motion was carried
with cross-party support,
committing the local authority to
eliminate carbon emissions from
all of its activities by 2030. A
report setting out the ways this
will be achieved will be put to
the Council in February and will
build on existing initiatives.
The motion stated that
Elmbridge Borough Council
believes all levels of government
(national, regional and local)
have a duty to limit the negative
impacts of climate change and
“should not wait for national
governments to change
policies”.
Elmbridge already suffers
from flooding problems, and
a significant proportion of our
population lives on low or
flood plain areas which would
be severely impacted by more
frequent and extreme rainfall.
The motion also stated that
‘bold local climate action’ could
deliver economic and social
benefits in terms of new green
jobs, reducing fuel poverty
and energy bills, encouraging
healthy, active travel and
improving green spaces and
access to nature.
The Council’s Energy and
Sustainability Working Group
which is scrutinising plans to
eliminate Single Use Plastics
from the Council and through its
procurement process, as well as
promoting community schemes
such as reusable ‘Boomerang
Bags’ and water refills at
businesses.
Advice on home energy
efficiency is available at - www.
elmbridge.gov.uk/housing/homeenergy-efficiency/heatloss/

not be imposing targets on councils
that they are simply finding impossible to meet without building on
the Green Belt.”
Residents Association and Liberal
Democrat councillors, while running the Council in coalition in
2016/17, selected the release of
three major pieces of Green Belt in
Long Ditton, Cobham and Oxshott/
Stoke d’Abernon, as the Council’s preferred option, prompting
thousands of complaints during the
consultation.
Cllr Browne added: “We can have
some confidence that the new Government will actively support local
authorities who want to defend their
green belt. We must do everything
possible to ensure that Option 4 is
taken forward to the next stage.”
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Can we help?

Richard John

Local Conservative campaigner

Your local Conservative team
will be pleased to assist you
with any local matters relating
to Elmbridge or Surrey County
Councils.

Can you help?

Cllr David Archer

Cllr Simon Waugh

19 Queens Close, Lammas Lane,
Esher. Tel: 07850 400595
darcher@elmbridge.gov.uk

Clare House, Copsem Lane, Esher
Tel: 07818 012425
simon@waugh-int.co.uk

Elmbridge Borough
Councillor for Esher

We need deliverers to help us
distribute the Esher News and
leaflets. Could you spare some
time to deliver your road or
more? If so, please email us.

Elmbridge Borough
Councillor for Esher

County Council ‘raising the bar’

Coalition at war
over hall’s refurb

By Dr. Peter Szanto, County Councillor
for East Molesey & Esher
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THE first public cracks have
appeared between the Residents Association parties and
the Liberal Democrats, who are
running Elmbridge Council as
an eight-group coalition.
Tensions boiled over at October’s Full Council where the LibDems opposed plans, supported
by the RAs and Conservatives, to
refurbish Hersham Village Hall.
LibDems argued that the
hall should be demolished and
replaced at a later date with a
modern, more environmentally
friendly building with housing on
the site and called for a deferral.
However, when residents were
consulted by the last Conservative administration, the result was
a resounding instruction to repair
and reopen it as soon as possible.
Elmbridge Conservative Leader,
Cllr James Browne, told the
meeting: “It is ironic the Liberal
Democrats are saying we ought
to revoke or delay the decision of
the people in a mini-referendum!
We’ve been told what to do and
we need to get on with this.”

An update from
Dominic Raab MP
UP AT Westminster, the Conservative government is determined to get the country moving
forwards, on Brexit and all the
other issues voters want us to
focus on.
Locally, we’re increasing schools
funding – guaranteeing all Elmbridge schools £3,750 per primary
school pupil or £5,000 per secondary school pupil.
I am working hard with local

ECENT years have been a
time of challenge, upheaval and difficult decisions
for Surrey County Council, but
with a programme of reform
underway, I am confident that
we can look to the future with
renewed optimism.
Under the leadership of Tim
Oliver, a former Elmbridge Council
leader, the Conservative Group at
Surrey is taking steps to improve
the performance of key council
services and we are raising the bar.
Children’s Services have shown
genuine improvements and I am
hopeful that ‘inadequate’ ratings
will be a thing of the past when
we are re-inspected by Ofsted next
year. The Cabinet has also approved
plans to modernise the Surrey Fire
and Rescue service to make it fit
for the future, including recruiting
more firefighters and increasing
prevention work.
Surrey is determined to lead by
example on the climate emergency and announcements about new
initiatives are coming, thanks to the
work of the Environment Commission we established.
We are keeping all of our recycling centres open and looking to
expand the services they provide
- and we are planting 1.2 million
more trees, one for every Surrey resident. As Cllr Oliver said recently

“The future of the planet is everybody’s collective responsibility and
we must all do more”.
Even with constrained funding,
Surrey has carried out more than
50,000 road repairs this year and
I will be pushing for more investment in our roads.
The Council is setting up a £50m
community grant fund to improve
our High Streets and providing
surplus space in Surrey County
Council buildings for free use by
voluntary and charitable organisations. We are considering converting
surplus council-owned land to
public allotments.
It’s important to remember that
the majority of the council tax you

groups and the Department for
Education to get two new secondary schools (Heathside Walton and
Cobham Free School) into permanent sites for 2021, which will
ease pressure on all local schools.
All our secondary schools are now
outstanding or good.
The government is increasing NHS investment by
£33.9billion (by 2023). I
am working with our GP
practices and local Commissioning Groups to expand
GP opening hours, increase
services provided at com-

munity hospitals and surgeries, and
improve mental health services for
young people.
The government has committed
to an extra 20,000 police officers
over 3 years. Whilst local crime
is low, I am working with Surrey
Police to make sure this delivers
extra officers in Elmbridge –
because we are a target for
criminals from outside of the
borough.
Elmbridge council is
consulting on a new
Local Plan for housing
development. I’m work-
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pay goes on protecting and supporting our most vulnerable residents,
through Adult Social Care, Looked
After Children and those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. To give you an idea of the
sums involved, Surrey spends over
£1 million every single day looking
after our adult residents who need
our support and half a million each
day on our children’s services.
The government’s proposed 2%
precept on council tax for Adult
Social Care will go some way to
helping meet those ever-increasing
costs, however it is a tiny fraction
of the costs involved.
There is still a lot to do, but we
are making swift and effective progress towards providing better services, supporting those who need
our help the most and delivering
value for money for the taxpayer.
n As your County Councillor, I
have £5,000 funding for this year
to help residents, voluntary and
community organisations deliver
activities that benefit local people
in their neighbourhoods.
This funding, known as Members’ Community Allocation, can
be used for inexpensive one-off
activities, or as a contribution
towards projects that cost more.
So far this year, I have helped
three groups with funding, but
still have £3,000 left in the pot.
If your organisation has a need
please get in touch at
peter.szanto@surreycc.gov.uk
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SINCE the summer Hersham
Recreation Ground has
splendid new loos which are
free to use while the park is
open and are ideal for the
many residents who visit for a
walk or kids using the splash
pool. They are a wooden chalet
style and have proved popular.
Cllr Ruth Mitchell tells The
Hersham News, “I am pleased
that our strong representations
for these toilets have been
successful, particularly
following the removal of the
facility by the Barley Mow
roundabout”.

ing with the local Conservative
group to make sure we build the
homes we need in the right places.
We must stop a repeat of previous
proposals – backed by the Liberal
Democrats – for large developments on our precious Green Belt.
Finally, with plans for a third
runway at Heathrow and proposed changes to flight paths, I am
pressing Heathrow and the Civil
Aviation Authority to nail down
guarantees to prevent an increase
in flights locally, and legally binding and enforceable checks on
levels of noise and air quality.

Mary is Mayor of
Elmbridge!
IN MAY, Mary Sheldon was re-elected to
begin her fifth term as a Hersham Councillor with a majority of over 400 votes. And
she has also been appointed as Mayor of
Elmbridge.
She tells The Esher News, “I was immensely
honoured to also be elected as Mayor of Elmbridge, and during the summer months my
husband John, my Consort, and I have been
to a large number of events meeting many of
the Borough’s residents and volunteers who
help to make Elmbridge such a special place.
Looking at the Mayor’s programme, it is
certainly going to be a busy year!
“If there is any event that you would like me
to visit or support, then do email
themayor@elmbridge.gov.uk or call 01372
474383 to speak to Mrs Derrin Gill, the

Mayor’s Secretary.
“It is customary for the Mayor to sponsor
one or more charities during their year of office, and mine is Elmbridge Mencap.
“Being Mayor doesn’t mean I pay less attention to requests for help from residents but
very occasionally it may take an extra day or
so for me to respond.”
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