
Conservative run Elmbridge Borough 
Council (EBC) will freeze its part of 
the council tax for 2014/15. When 
local Conservatives took control of 
EBC in 2006, political Residents’ 
Associations, often with Lib Dem 
support, had been in charge for 14 
years. This period saw some huge 
council tax increases – one year by 
an astonishing 19.9%. Since 2006 
the Conservatives have frozen 
council tax for six out of eight years, 
despite the government grant to the 
council going down 50% in the last 
four years. This has been achieved 
without cuts to frontline services.  
 

The total council tax increase since 
2006 has been 7% - in the same 
period price inflation was 30%. 
Conservatives have a small majority 
on the council, and the opposition 
are the same as those who raised 
taxes before. If the Conservatives 
keep control of EBC at the May 
elections, its portion of the council 
tax will again be frozen for 
2015/16. Mark Sugden said ‘In the 
last 8 years Elmbridge 
Conservatives have saved £8 million 
and faced a huge reduction in 
central government grants, but kept 
council tax down and protected all 
of our much valued services’.  

Elmbridge Portion of the Council Tax Frozen!  

2014 started with some of the 
worst weather recorded, 
widespread storm damage and 
flooding. Whilst the Environment 
Agency is responsible for co-
ordinating action they rely on 
county and borough councils for 
front line support. 
Fortunately, Claygate escaped 
serious impact although there have 
been trees down, flooding 
on The Green by the Swan, 
the Recreation Ground has 
been soaked and out of 
action for football matches 
and some gullies have been 
overwhelmed. 
 
Surrey County Council (SCC) 
and EBC have played a full 
part in flood response.  
Elmbridge set up an 
Emergency Room at the 
Civic Centre, with staff 
providing cover 24 hours per 
day including week-ends; 
delivered sand bags to 
vulnerable areas; put the 
community centres on stand
-by to shelter residents if 
required, maintained a 
register of residents most in 
need of help and kept in 
contact with them.  

 
Congratulations to the staff of both 
SCC and EBC who rose 
magnificently to the challenge, with 
the welcome help of many local 
volunteers. 
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Surrey County Cllr and  
Mayor of Elmbridge 
Mike Bennison 
 
Email: mikebennison 
@esherwalton.com 
 
Tel: 01932 866367 

Elmbridge Borough Cllr  
and Claygate Parish Cllr 
Geoff Herbert 
 
Email: geoffherbert 
@esherwalton.com 
 
Tel: 07954 648831 

Claygate Parish Cllr and 
Elmbridge Borough 
Council Candidate 2014 
Mark Sugden 
 
Email: mark4claygate 
@esherwalton.com 
 
Tel: Claygate 463085 

Your Local Conservative Action Team 

 

Flooding in St Leonards Road due to 
blocked gullies 

Worst Weather 
and Flooding in 
Recent History  ■Surrey Roads Saturated 

Many roads are now saturated.  
Consequently, potholes are appear-
ing much faster than normal and 
pothole repairs are more likely to 
fail. Together with flood damage this 
makes a significant list of repairs. 
SCC is prioritising sites for immedi-
ate action. 
 

■Road Reconstructions  
Deferred 

47 major road programmes have 
been temporarily delayed from this 
financial year, to divert resources to 
emergency flood repairs. Funding 
will be carried over to the next  
financial year. Sadly, major road 
reconstructions of Aston Road,  
Simmil Road, Norfolk Road and The 
Avenue have been deferred to April/
July. Mark Sugden commented: 
‘These delays are frustrating and 
disappointing, but understandable. 
Thankfully, Claygate has been 
spared the worst effects of the 
weather, compared to other parts of 
Surrey. Mike Bennison has fought 
hard to get these roads repaired, 
repair notices had been posted.  
and diversion routes announced. 
We have asked that as soon as the 
worst is over, these Claygate roads 
are prioritised". 
 
 

■Major Road Repairs for  
Claygate in 2014/5  

In addition to the above, Coverts 
Road, Foley Road and Gordon Road 
are included in the SCC road recon-
struction plan for 2014/5.  
Moreover, Mike Bennison, working 
with Mark, is using part of his High-
ways allocation to repair The Round-
way which is confirmed, and Mike 
has also requested that SCC repair 
Brookfield Gardens. 

  ■Winter Road" Maintenance 
across Claygate  

In late 2013, Mark and Mike report-
ed several roads with significant 
potholes and asked for repairs. 
Highways teams have recently  

undertaken ‘winter road‘  
maintenance which is more  
substantial than just filling potholes. 
Roads repaired include Foxwarren, 
Glebelands, Merrilyn Close, the  
entrances to Beaconsfield Road at 
the junctions with Vale Road and 
Claremont Road, Woodbourne 
Drive/Denham Close, Melbury 
Close/Lower Wood Road, Ruxley 
Ridge, Judge Walk, the entrance to 
Forge Drive at the junction with  
Stevens Lane, the entrance to  
Glenavon Close at the junction with 
Common Road and Albany Crescent 
at the junction with The Parade. 
Woodlands Close has been  
completely resurfaced. We thank 
the Highways teams for achieving so 
much in Claygate, in such a short 
time and in such difficult  
circumstances. 

F

Mark and Mike in The Roundway 
which is to be repaired 

Lower Wood Road undergoing 
‘winter road" repairs 

Focussed on Roads 

Elmbridge Borough Council Tax Rises 



Residents Survey Results 

Key Local Issues Raised 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Meeting. 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS IN BRIEF  
  
■Parish Council Precept: After many years of no increase, the 
Parish Council precept is to rise by 1.5% next year 
 
■On Street Parking – Have your Say! After the matter was raised 
by local residents and discussed at the Parish Council Highways 
meeting in December, a questionnaire will be delivered to all 
households in Claygate in the next edition of The Courier, asking 
for input on what residents think are the key issues and what 
action should be taken. Please take part in the survey.  
 
■Claygate Clean Up Day: The annual Village Spring Clean Up Day 
is 26th April 
 
■Friends of Capelfield Surgery: The AGM on 7th February was 
addressed by Tom Wright, CEO of ‘Age UK’, and surgery medical 
practitioners 
 
■In Memoriam 
With sadness, we report the recent passing of Jill Sibthorp, who 
represented Claygate and Hinchley Wood as Conservative Coun-
ty Councillor for some 20 years, until 1993. 
 
■Supporting our Community  
Mike Bennison has provided funding from his allocation for: 
 

*£2100 for 
dropped kerbs 
at Derwent 
Close and by 
the bus stop in 
the island on 
the Hare Lane 
slip road to 
enhance  
disabled/
wheelchair  
access,  
especially for 
Wingham Court 
residents.  

 
 

*£2000 to the Recreation 
Ground Trust to contribute to an 
outdoor table tennis table 
 
*£1040 for a grit bin in Bridle 
Road 
 
*£500 to Claygate Parish Coun-
cil towards the cost of replace-
ment heritage street lights on 
The Parade  
 
*£250 to the Claygate Lifestyle 
Experience to help fund the 
Claygate Spring Festival on 5th 
April 
 
 
 

POLICE AND CRIME  
 
Police share of Council 
tax to increase by 
1.99% (The Surrey 

Police part of Council Tax will 
increase by 1.99%. Surrey 
continues to receive one of 
the lowest levels of funding 
from the government and 
significant savings have been made. The Police objective is to 
manage funding cuts and cost increases with the minimal  
impact on the level of service the police can offer and residents 
expect. 
 

Claygate Neighbourhood Police Panel Meeting  
At the January meeting parking, speeding and car thefts 
were the main matters raised. There was particular  

mention of on-footpath parking in Hare Lane causing  
obstructions to pedestrians, especially those with buggies or 
mobility scooters. The meeting voted on the main priority for 
police and partners - speeding down Oaken Lane. This is now a 
Neighbourhood Priority Issue and will be reported on at the next 
Panel Meeting. 

CARING AND CAMPAIGNING FOR ALL OF CLAYGATE 

Thanks to those responding to our Residents’ Survey. We are reviewing the matters raised and 
reporting them for action.  National opinions/issues are being collated to be forwarded to 
Dominic Raab, MP. 
 
Topline Results (Based on those who provided contact details and expressed an opinion – blank or don’t know 
excluded. We calculated the results by allocating 5 points to a No.1 ranking  through to 1 for a No. 5 ranking ) 
 
■Which of these local matters are of most concern to you? 
Of 12 options, the top 5 were: 1. Road repairs. 2. Overdevelopment.3. Car Parks/Parking. 4. Green Belt. 5.Schools 
 
■Which of these national issues are most important to you and your family? 
Of 14 options, the top 6 were:1.NHS 2.Immigration 3.Britain's Deficit/Debt 4. Cost of Living 5. The EU 6. Care for 
the Elderly 
 
■EU in/out referendum: Support a referendum now 30%; Referendum after renegotiation 44%; No referendum 26% 
 

In Touch with Dominic Raab MP  
 
Locally, I continue to liaise with 
SCC to ensure that we have 
proper planning for local 
school places. The proposed 
changes to the catchment  
areas of Hinchley Wood School 
and Esher High School – the 
subject of a recent consulta-
tion – aim to help ensure  
greater access by Claygate 
parents to those schools. Ex-

pansions of schools across the borough will also help 
ease the pressure. I have been campaigning in Parlia-
ment for a fairer deal for local funding of schools. We 
have just received Surrey’s capital allocation for 
schools, which at £72 million is substantially higher 
than expected. So we’re making progress. 
 

Up at Westminster, having been approached by a local 
family, I am backing the Headsmart campaign to  
reduce the diagnosis delay for brain tumours in  
children, by getting symptom awareness cards  
delivered to homes through local schools. SCC have 
embraced the campaign, and I took the charity to meet 
with the Health Minister to see how we can encourage 
the approach nationwide. If we can get the average 
diagnosis delay down to 5 weeks, we’ll be saving  
hundreds of families from heartache each year. 
 
Finally, the economic recovery is starting to take hold – 
with growth up and unemployment continuing to fall. I 
have to say the last thing we need right now is the so-
called ‘wealth taxes’ being touted by senior Lib Dems, 
which on closer analysis always end up hurting the mid-
dle classes. I will continue to argue against such 
measures which would almost inevitably adversely  
impact families in Claygate. 
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Dropped kerb being installed at Derwent Close 

New ‘heritage’ street lights 
will replace existing ones on 

The Parade. 

 

  

On Street Parking  

On street parking and on foot-

path parking  

Light-
ing  
Non - 

Development (Picture Hare Lane: Need) Copy underneath Concern about the lack of 
affordable housing, overdevelopment and protecting the Green Belt 

Roads/Footpaths  

Continue to focus on getting roads and foot-

paths repaired.  

 

Overgrown Vegetation  
Cut back vegetation on roads, footpaths and alleyways 

Speeding  
Heightened concern about  dangerous speeding 
through the Village. 



World War 1  
Commemorations  
 
A five year programme of activities and pro-
jects commemorating the First World War 
centenary starts in 2014 and culminates on 
Armistice Day 2018, focussing on the lives of 
the people affected, both as combatants and 
on the home front. The Imperial War  
Museum (IWM) maintains an excellent web-
site on all the initiatives at http://
www.1914.org/.  
 
 The major project proposed by SCC Heritage 
Services ‘A County Remembers: Surrey in the 
Great War’ will bring together and expand on 
all the many recordings of names and infor-
mation on Surrey’s war memorials -  not just 
stone memorials in town or village centres 
but plaques and memorials in workplaces, 
sports clubs, schools etc. The lasting legacy 
will be a website recording the lives and ser-
vice of all the men and women listed on Sur-
rey war memorials. Memorials to honour  
every British Victoria Cross recipient from 
WW1 will also be built across the country.  

 

Elmbridge Borough Council 
News from Mark and Geoff  
 
Why not Join the Residents’ Panel? 2013  
Results now in. 
 
The Elmbridge Residents’ Panel are asked their 
views two to three times a year. EBC needs your 
views to ensure residents’ opinions are taken 
into account when developing services. If you are 
over 18 and live in the borough, membership of 
the panel is open to you. Details will be used for  
statistical purposes only and will be in strict  
confidence and not passed on to any third  
parties. Have your say!  Go to  
www.elmbridge.gov.uk to join up. 
 
In the Autumn 2013 survey 73% strongly agreed 
or agreed that the council provides value for 
money.  Complaints primarily related to street 
cleaning, especially litter, disagreement with 
planning decisions, overgrown trees and parking.  
The top three suggested council priorities for the 
next five years were: 
 
 Protecting the character of the area from  
       building development 
 Working with the police to keep crime and 

anti-social behaviour down 
 Keeping down council tax.  
  
Other suggested priorities included reducing both 
parking charges and parking in residential 
streets. 
 

Planning 
Development Management Plan 
 
A final consultation has been undertaken for a 
new Development Management Plan. This will 
contain the policies against which planning  
applications and enforcement action will be as-
sessed. Initial consultation was undertaken in 
2012, a draft plan published in April /May 2013 
and the final plan will be submitted to the  
Secretary of State in May of this year. The Plan 
can be viewed on the EBC planning website. 
 

A Cut in Councillor Numbers? 
 
There are now 60 Elmbridge borough councillors. 
This is more than any other borough/district  
council in Surrey, despite both Guildford and  
Reigate & Banstead having larger populations.  
Indeed there are only 81 County Councillors for 
the whole of Surrey. An independent body, the 
Local Government Boundary Commission,  
decides how many councillors Elmbridge should 
have. Last year the Full Council agreed to ask the 
Commission to consider the issue. Even though 
any decision is only made after public consulta-
tion, your Lib Dem Councillors voted against a 
review.  The Boundary Commission has agreed to 
conduct a review of EBC. This formal process will 
start in summer and end in December 2015. The 
review will determine the number of councillors, 
ward boundaries and ward names and should 
come into effect for the 2016 borough elections.  
 
Mark Sugden commented: ‘I support the inde-
pendent Boundary Commission review. There 
have been 60 councillors since 1976 but EBC 
has less responsibilities and staff than then. It 
doesn’t seem right. I cannot understand why  
local Lib Dems disagree after all they were  
originally quite happy to review parliamentary 
boundaries until of course they later changed 
their minds’. 
 

DAN HANNAN,  
CONSERVATIVE MEP:  

OPEN MEETING IN  
CLAYGATE 

 
WHEN: Saturday 10th May at 8.00pm 

 
WHERE: The Church Hall, Holy Trinity Church, Church Road, 

Claygate, KT10 0JP 
 

The meeting is open to all - if you have a question for Dan come along and ask it! 
 
Daniel Hannan is well known locally as an MEP, writer and journalist. A Conservative MEP for South East England 
since 1999, he was re-elected in 2004 and 2009 as top of the Conservative regional list and he is again top of 
the regional list for the 2014 Euro elections. In the European Parliament he led the campaign for a referendum on 
the European Constitution. He was also the first MEP to write in detail about the allowances and expenses availa-
ble in Brussels. In March 2009 a YouTube clip of his speech to Gordon Brown in the European Parliament attract-
ed 1.5 million views within 72 hours and went on to become the most watched political clip in British history. He 
writes for The Daily Telegraph, The Mail on Sunday and The Spectator as well as numerous other publications and 
blogs every day at www.hannan.co.uk He speaks French and Spanish, is a huge supporter of British business, 
loves Europe but believes that the EU is making us poorer, less democratic, less free and he wants to take powers 
back from Brussels.  
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Secondary Schools 
Consultations being 
Assessed 

The two Secondary Schools Consul-
tations, on Admissions for 2015, 
ended in February. Access to local 

secondary school places for all  
Claygate children is a key concern. 
Our January In Touch informed  
residents of these critical consulta-

tions – neither the 
local Lib Dems,  
Labour nor UKIP 
made any effort to  
communicate that 
they were taking 
place.  Local  
Conservatives 
talked to many  
residents and  
liaised with our MP, 
SCC Schools Ad-
missions Team and 
the SCC Cabinet 
Member for Educa-

tion. After this we made our  
considered submissions, as follows: 
 

*SCC Esher High School: We  
strongly supported the extension of 
the catchment area to the whole of 
Claygate. This allows all children in 
Claygate the potential opportunity to 
attend this school. We also noted 
the concern among families in the 
east of the Village, whose children 
do not attend Claygate Primary 
School, that if the school is oversub-
scribed then distance criteria could 
disadvantage them. 
 
*Hinchley Wood School: We support-
ed extending the catchment area to 
the whole of Claygate. We asked 
that in addition to the 4 feeder 
schools proposed, including  
Claygate Primary School, both Esher 
Church School and St Pauls RC  
Primary be considered as feeder 
schools 
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LIB DEMS SUPPORT INCREASE IN COUNTY COUNCIL TAX  
SCC is to increase its share of council tax for 2014/15 by 
1.99%, supported by the Lib Dems. SCC has seen a £69 
million cut in its government grant since 2010 and made 
savings of £258 million over 4 years, though Surrey has 
some of the most heavily used roads in the country, an  
increasing elderly population and rising numbers of school 
age children. It receives the lowest government funding per 
head for any county. This increase will allow key services to 
be preserved as the council faces the challenges of rising 
demand and shrinking government funding.  
 
SETTING LOCAL SPEED LIMITS 
A new policy could be adopted by SCC in May. In 2013 the 
government issued new national guidelines for local  
authorities on setting speed limits. SCC is now updating 
policy on: speed limits and speed management, 20mph 
speed limits and zones and speed limits outside schools. If 
implemented, Local Committees will have more flexibility on 
local speed limits. 
 
SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES AND APPRENTICESHIPS 
SCC has increased the proportion of contracts awarded to 
local businesses to 52%, spending more than £364 million 
with 4,500 local suppliers. Over the past year SCC has 
sponsored 540 apprenticeships and is investing a further 
£750,000 in 2014/15 to sponsor another 500  
apprenticeships. 
 
MARK SUGDEN GETS SCC TO CLEAN 823 GULLIES IN  
CLAYGATE  
Despite many gullies being cleaned there are still more to 
do. 

 
Mark continues to 
work to get gullies 
cleaned and re-
paired. After con-
stant pressure he 
was pleased that 
SCC prioritised  
Claygate for clean-
ing in November/
December 2013 - 
had this not hap-
pened there could 
have been more 

flooding in our Village. 823 gullies were cleaned but 78 

could not be accessed because of parked cars, often due 
to  on-street commuter parking. 10 serious blocked outlets 
were identified, mainly in Foley Road, Oaken Lane and 
Church Road. These will be investigated and referred to the 
SCC minor works programme. It also appears that some 
roads were only partially cleaned, primarily Hare Lane (only 
28 out of 58 gullies completed), or roads missed complete-
ly. Mark has identified these and is requesting action. 
 
REMOVING ‘ABANDONED’ ROAD REPAIR SIGNS  

 
 

Mark has requested that SCC ensure contractors ‘finish the 
job’ by removing all the ‘collateral’ material invariably left 

behind, including barriers, road signs, and traffic cones, as 
quickly as possible after the work is finished. They are often 
a safety hazard, blight the street scene and damage grass 
verges. 
 

National Snapshots  
 
State Pension - ‘Triple Lock’ at Risk? 
The Conservatives set a ‘triple lock’ guaranteeing the 
value of the basic state pension until at least 2020. 
Pensions automatically rise each year by the level of 
inflation, average wages or 2.5%, whichever is high-
er. Labour have said they would rather cut the state 
pension than welfare benefits, UKIP have announced 
that they oppose the ‘triple lock’ and the Lib Dems 
have not made their mind up. 
 
Conservatives to Enforce Paying the Minimum Wage  
The government has announced increased penalties 
for employers not paying the minimum wage. Anyone 
entitled to the minimum wage should receive it, and 
paying anything less is unacceptable and illegal. The 
minimum wage is important in supporting low paid, 
hardworking people and enforcing it is key to ensure 
that those who play by the rules and do the right 
thing are treated fairly. 

DRAFT BOROUGH TRANSPORT STRATEGY  
The developing transport strategy outlines how SCC and 
EBC will seek to address the travel needs of residents,  
visitors, businesses and through traffic.  Strategy develop-
ment is at a very early stage but matters being discussed 
relating to Claygate include: 
 Quality bus corridor improvements on the K3 route, in 

partnership with TfL to include bus stop accessibility  
 Pedestrian improvements to Oaken Lane 
 Improvements to cycle lanes in Hare Lane  
 School travel planning measures on Milbourne Lane to 

relieve congestion 
 Cycle routes to school /cycle network improvements 

local to Claygate. 
 

SURREY RAIL STRATEGY  
Following consultation, 
SCC has published the 
Surrey Rail Strategy to pro-
vide service improvements 
and the rail infrastructure 
needed for sustainable 
economic growth. Many 
services in Surrey are at 
capacity and suffer from 
peak overcrowding. The 
council is working with the 
rail industry to implement 
the strategy and deliver an 
improved rail service for 
Surrey residents. 
 

PLATFORM EXTENSION UNDER WAY AT CLAYGATE  
SWT are lengthening the platform at Claygate so that  
eventually trains with more carriages can operate at peak 
times. 

BUSES  
TfL is to go cashless on all 
bus services in and outside 
of London from mid-2014, 
which impacts the K3. Cash 
is used for just 1 % of bus 
journeys – down from 25% 
in 2000. SCC has asked TfL 
what steps they are taking 
to address SCC’s concerns.  
SCC will join their implemen-
tation group which will look 
at additional Oyster Ticket 
shops outside London and 
how to increase awareness 
of alternatives such as the 
Zip Card for young people and paying with contactless pay-
ment cards. 

CYCLING  
SCC has  
concluded a  
consultation on 
the future of  
cycling in the 
county. The  
proposed Cycling 
Strategy is the 
council’s approach 
to realising its ambition that residents without access to a 
car could safely and affordably travel around the county, 
and of seeing every child in Surrey learn to ride a bike. The 
council wants each borough to have a local plan to ensure 
that solutions are tailored to local cycling needs. 
 
CARS Junction 10 at Cobham to Junction 16 for the M40, 
from the summer and the cameras will become operational 
and enforceable by the police.  
 
M25 SPEED  
CAMERAS – BE 
WARNED! 
Speed cameras 
have not been 
operational on 
much of the M25 
since their instal-
lation in 2009 
and sit behind 
overhead signs 
where mandatory speed limits are displayed. Currently the 
cameras only work between junctions 2 and 3. However, 
Surrey Police will take over responsibility from the Highways 
Agency, between Junction 10 at Cobham to Junction 16 for 
the M40, from the summer and the cameras will become 
operational and enforceable by the police.  

Hare Lane Gulley 

Hare Lane Cleaning Sign 

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS FROM MIKE BENNISON 
AND MARK SUGDEN  

TRANSPORT  

CARING AND CAMPAIGNING FOR ALL OF CLAYGATE 
Promoted by John Caton on behalf of Mark Sugden both of 3 Bridle Close, Kingston-upon-Thames , KT1 2JW. Printed by ….. 

Abandoned ’barriers in Common Road after   
road repairs 

Mark and ‘abandoned’ road signs in the Highways  
Garden Site at Glenavon Close 
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