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A WORD FROM
THE EDITOR:

A magical night in Molesey
T

Hello and welcome to this
special festive edition of The
Molesey News. I am Steve Bax,
a resident of Molesey, and I
write and distribute this newsletter on behalf of the Molesey
Conservative Residents political group, which I chair.
With Christmas almost upon
us I hope that you are all set for
the big day with not too many
last minute stresses, and that
you are looking forward to a
few days off work to catch up
with loved ones and enjoy a
well-earned drink or two.
Earlier this month I had the
pleasure of attending Magical
Molesey with my family and
we enjoyed the Christmas carols and the festive displays. It
was lovely to see Molesey town
centre so busy and to see the
great support that our residents
give this unique event.
I know a lot of hard work and
preparation goes into organising this so I would like to say a
big well done to all involved.
I was also moved by the
generosity of the people of
Molesey during a visit to the
foodbank at St Peter’s Church.
While I was there a mum pushing a pram arrived to donate
shopping, and a car pulled up
with boxes from the Orchard
School. All of these will make
a huge difference to individuals
and families for whom Christmas may be a difficult time.
I would like to thank our advertisers and sponsors and Rev.
Paul Webb for his Christmas
message overleaf, and to Mark
Goodman and Ted Palmer for
the Magical Molesey photos.
Finally I would like to wish
you and your families a happy
and peaceful Christmas and a
prosperous new year.
See you in 2014.

Services

A Crib Service takes place at
St Paul’s Church on Christmas
Eve at 4pm, followed by Midnight Mass at 11.30pm. Holy
Communion at 8.30 and 10am
on Christmas Day.
Informal Communion takes
place at St Mary’s at 10.30am
on Christmas Day, and Rev
Michaela Youngson will hold a
celebration of Christmas at East
Molesey Methodist Church.

This newsletter is
sponsored by

HE festive season got off to
a great start at this year’s
Magical Molesey in the
town centre on 4th December.
The Molesey Business Association
(MBA), who organised the event,
estimate that nearly 3,000 people
flocked to Walton Road to see the
Christmas tree lights and to enjoy
the stalls and entertainments.
Mr Mole and Santa were there and
local entertainer Magic Mr Steve
performed on stage and made balloon shapes for excited children.
Choirs from Hurst Park, St Lawrence and St Albans schools sang
carols and the 3rd Molesey Scout &
Guide Band also played.

Positive response

As usual the Walton Road shops
stayed open late and provided fun
activities for children. Many had
festive window displays, and Lily
Blossom florist’s was voted the best.
MBA chairman Dave Jupp said: “I
have had many positive responses
about the event. The initial indications are that more money was
raised this year than last. More
shops stayed open and took part and
there seemed to be more people.”
He said the decision to have stalls
on both sides of the road had helped
to ease crowd congestion and in
future the organisers would like to
be able to shut Walton Road.
For now though this is not financially viable.

Molesey has foodbank
A FOODBANK has opened in
Molesey to give local families
some help in their hour of need.
Reverend Peter Tailby of St
Peter’s Church, West Molesey, has
converted his cellar at the vicarage into a store for dried foods and
other supplies.
These are being packaged into
food parcels containing a three day
supply, which are handed to recipients via the church hall in St Peter’s
Road on Thursdays 10am to 11am.
Those who receive them have to
be referred by schools, job centres, Citizens Advice or Molesey
churches, and are given a voucher
to exchange for supplies.
Rev Tailby told the Molesey
News: “There is a need for this
service in Molesey, perhaps there
shouldn’t be but we find that there
is. The ethos of the church is to
help the poor and needy - we can all
fall on hard times in life, through
bereavement or unemployment, and
a service like this is here to help.”
The East Elmbridge foodbank
started from All Saints Church in
Weston Green and has been rolled
out to outposts across the borough.
Thirteen local churches are paying to employ a co-ordinator, Abi
Curtis, two days a week.
Abi said roughly three local

Molesey’s House of Christmas
WEST Molesey couple Jim and
Carol Cooper have gone their
extra mile for Christmas by
transforming their front garden
in Adecroft Way into a winter
wonderland.
The eye-catching display has 14
inflatables, a snow machine and
multiple sets of lights. Passers by
who stop to admire are asked to
make a donation as the family are
raising money for Walton Leigh
special needs school.
Mr Cooper works on one of the
buses taking pupils to and from
school each day. It took him three

days to put up the display.
The lights at the house will be
on from 4pm to 10pm and there
are two boxes in the driveway for
donations.

families have been helped each
week since the Molesey foodbank
launched in November, and sometimes up to seven. But more are
expected as people get to know the
service is there.
It operates with support and
advice from the Trussell Trust national charity, and is intended as a
temporary assist while other agencies help recipients to find a more
permanent solution to their issues.
Donations and volunteers are
needed, so please contact your
local church or email foodbank@
allsaintsweston.com if you can
help.

Festive Greetings to all our past, present and future clients
Call us on 020 8979 3111 or go to www.tredinnickandbower.co.uk

A CHRISTMAS
MESSAGE

By Reverend Paul Webb, Vicar
of St Paul’s East Molesey
“I am sure that many of you
will be busy getting ready for
Christmas. I hope that this
special time will be filled with
joy and that the New Year will
be a happy one.
On behalf of the Molesey
churches I would invite you to
join in with the variety of activities in which we celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ - Carol
services, Crib and Christingle
Services, Midnight Masses and
Christmas Day services at a
range of times that will hopefully suit most people.
At this the darkest time of the
year Christians celebrate Jesus
as the Light of the World, as
St John put it “the light of all
people.” Our giving reflects the
gift that God gave to us in the
form of a vulnerable baby born
in humble circumstances. But
it is also a time to remember
and include those for whom
Christmas is not such a happy
time; those who may have
recently lost loved ones, those
who are lonely or who may
be struggling for a variety of
reasons.
It is also a time to remember
those parts of the world where
due to conflict or natural
disaster this may not be such
a joyful time. As God’s love
and generosity extends to all
without exception, I would
encourage you to generously
support organisations trying to
bring help and healing to these
people, places and situations.
However you will be celebrating, may God bless you this
Christmas.”

Ghost of a Molesey Xmas past
T
HE year was 1953, the nation was celebrating the
coronation of Queen Elizabeth II and Winston Churchill was
in Downing Street. In Molesey a
lively, fresh and sometimes irreverent monthly magazine called the
Molesey Review began to roll off the
presses and would go on to enjoy a
long and successful run.
It was printed by Clare o’ Molesey
Ltd in Bridge Road, and edited by
Desmond E. Crowden who was a
journalist and member of Esher Urban
District Council.
Flash forward 60 years and the Molesey Local History Society is tracking
down copies in order to scan them on
computer for future generations.
Some of our readers may remember
the fifties fondly, but for others who
were too young or born much later
they provide a fascinating window
into our past, and the Molesey News
is delighted to bring you a selection of
highlights from the Review’s Christmas edition of 1953.
****
‘Happy Christmas Playmates’ was
the jovial cry from a bow-tied TV
salesman on the cover. For 57 guineas (defered by arrangement) residents could
present themselves at the showroom of Edwin
P Fox of East Molesey and take home an Ultra
V8-14 television, complete with ‘brilliant pictures, frontal sound and a de luxe cabinet’.
The Review was well supported by local firms,
with no less than 68 adverts on its 40 pages, not
including classifieds and personals. Most were
aimed at the woman of the house with slogans
like “Madam, here’s where you buy Birds Eye
quick-frozen peas!”, at Hartleys fruiterers, florists
and greengrocers of Bridge Road.
Electrolux “Silent Refrigerators, Quiet
Suction Cleaners and Quiet Floor Polishers”, Pirelli slippers, Meccano, Hornby and

Dinky toys, and a Trianco automatic boiler are
among the other Christmas gift ideas on offer
to the Molesey public.
The fate of Molesey Fire Station, and whether it
would be retained, as well as whether local residents might feature in the New Year’s honours,
were topics on the Comment page.
Cows escaped from a nearby farm and went
for a walk along Weston Avenue in West Molesey on 16th November, wandering in and out
of gardens and surprising children leaving for
school. The police were called and they were
soon rounded up.
The Esher Rat Catcher, also known as the urban
district council’s Rodent Operator, was summoned to First Avenue in West Molesey to deal

A great Molesey grotto

Playgroup spaces

GIVE Your child a great start.
Henrietta Playgroup, of 319b Walton Road, West Molesey, accepts
children from age 2 and is open
9.15am to 11.45am on weekdays.
The playgroup has spaces available for the spring and summer term,
so call 020 8487 0061 to register, or
email henrietta53@hotmail.co.uk

CONGRATULATIONS to the
3rd Molesey Scouts who raised
an amazing £1,100 from their
Santa’s Grotto.
They transformed their hut in
St Peter’s Road into a Winter
Wonderland and grotto and

welcomed nearly 200 children
through over a weekend in December. They even had to extend
the opening hours to meet the
demand!
The money raised will help to
pay for a new minibus.

Farewell PC Jebb

THE Molesey
News would like
to say farewell and
thank you to PC
Philip Jebb who
has moved on after
eight years.
PC Jebb has left
his post as West Molesey beat
bobby for a new role as Elmbridge Youth Affairs Officer. We
wish him well in his future work
with young people in schools and
youth clubs.
PC Peter Bazley is moving from
East Molesey team to replace him
and PC Joshua Bird and PCSO
Fiona Salter have joined the team.

with complaints about a mini-invasion.
Molesey FC’s half back, Arbuckle, was waiting at Surbiton station for a ride to Farnborough where the First XI was due to play, but
the car broke down. He ended up hailing a cab
at the cost of £3/10s and arrived three minutes
before the game started. We aren’t told what
the final score was.
November fogs resulted in a local demand for
Smog masks, which were sold daily by Ash Drug
Stores.
Mrs Sibley of Molesham Way was badly
burned after an explosion in her front room
grate. She recovered but a three piece suite
and curtains were destroyed, and the demand
for fire insurance in the street is said to have
increased.
Edward Andrews, better know as Mr Maggs
from the TV show Whiligig, was part of a panel
discussing road safety at the Ray Road Boys
School.
And a black dog earned the nickname ‘canine commando’, after stealing sausages from
the Messrs. MacFisheries shop in Bridge Road
and striking again when a supplier delivering
dog food to the town left his van doors open!
****
I hope you have enjoyed this round-up of
news from Christmas 1953 in Molesey. I am
researching the history of the Molesey Review
on behalf of Molesey Local History Society
and would like to hear from any residents who
remember the magazine, or who worked for it
or its publisher Clare o’ Molesey. Please email
MoleseySteve@gmail.com. Thank you.

COMMUNITY

NEWS

TWO members of 2nd Molesey
Scouts have been picked to attend the World Scout Jamboree in Japan in 2015.
Jarrett Millen and Laurence
Dallamore will represent Surrey at the event, with 40,000
scouts from around the world
attending, and will learn about
global issues. They will also
visit the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Park, and stay with
a Japanese family.
But first the troop needs to
raise £3,000 per boy to cover
the cost. All donations large or
small are gratefully received.
COMSERV Property Services
have been contracted to rennovate and refurbish Mole Hall on
behalf of Elmbridge Council.
The company started work on
14th October and hirers are being accommodated at Vine Hall,
East Molesey Cricket club and
other venues in the meantime.
They are due to return after
work completes on 3rd February, and Meals on Wheels and
daily meal services will relocate
there from the Molesey Centre in
School Road.
LOCAL drama group the
Desborough Players will be
performing a pantomime
version of Treasure Island at
the Walton Playhouse on the
weekend of January 11-12.
Tickets are £5 for children
and £10 for adults. To book call
07754 580862 or email desboroughboxoffice@gmail.com

RUNNERS are needed to enter
the Hampton Court Half Marathon on behalf of the PC Andrew
Duncan Memorial Fund.
Traffic officer PC Duncan, from
Molesey, was killed in the line
of duty this year and his family
want to raise money for local
projects in his memory.
They would love to hear from
anyone interested in running in
the half marathon on Sunday
23rd February, 2014 and you
don’t have to be a ‘serious runner’ to take part.
Spaces are going fast though,
so please register ASAP at www.
hamptoncourthalf.com and email
PC Duncan’s sister julia.williamson22@me.com for a team
t-shirt and sponsor details.
ELMBRIDGE Council and the
Food Standards Agency have
compiled ‘turkey tips’ to avoid
Christmas food poisoning.
They include allowing enough
time to properly defrost your
turkey, how to tell it is properly cooked, use different chopping boards for raw meat, and
eat leftovers from the fridge
within two days.
Go to - http://www.elmbridge.
gov.uk/christmas/default.htm
for the full list of tips.

The Molesey News, printed and promoted by Steve Bax and funded by Esher & Walton Conservative Association, both of 3 Bridle Close, Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey

