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Join us at Dish, 3 Bridge Road, East Molesey, from 6am Monday to 
Sunday. We’re open on Boxing Day and New Year’s Day!

This newsletter 
is sponsored by

++++++ A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your Molesey Conservative councillors ++++++

STEVE 
SAYS:

Hello and welcome to this 
special festive edition of The 
Molesey News, produced by 
your Molesey Conservative 
councillors and committee. I 
am Cllr Steve Bax, the editor.

Christmas is almost upon 
us and I can hardly believe 
how fast the year has gone by. 
I hope that on balance it has 
been a good year for you.

It’s been a busy few weeks 
since our Autumn edition. 
I took part in November’s 
remembrance services in 
Molesey and was moved by 
the huge turnout, which was 
a credit to the town. And 
it was a pleasure to attend 
the reopening of St Mary’s 
Church recently, which has 
been transformed into a first 
rate community facility.

The MP and I met with a 
Heathrow director to discuss 
noise issues in Molesey, and 
Cllr Szanto and I met with 
the latest developer seeking 
to build on land next to the 
Pavilion. More on both issues 
in this edition.

Cllr Szanto and I had a 
chance to question Abellio 
about local bus services and 
I also discussed local policing 
with David Monro, who hopes 
to be Surrey’s next Police & 
Crime Commissioner.

2016 promises to be every 
bit as hectic with the fight 
to save Molesey Hospital 
starting in January, a review 
of Molesey’s on street parking 
capacity and all the council 
seats up for election in May.

Thank you for the opportu-
nity to serve this year and on 
behalf of the Molesey Con-
servatives, I wish you a happy 
and peaceful Christmas.

MOLESEY Boat Club has re-
ceived an early Christmas gift in 
the form of £4,000 from the PC 
Andrew Duncan Memorial Fund.

Andrew, who lived in Molesey, 
was tragically killed while on traffic 
duty two years ago, and since then 
his family and friends have been 
supporting causes close to his heart.

He is also memorialised on a 
mosaic at the Molesey Sea Scouts 
headquarters where he served as 
volunteer leader.

The boat club was recently pre-
sented with a cheque by Andrew’s 
daughter, Emma, who took part in 
40 mile sponsored row from Henley 
to Molesey in September.

Emma, who was sponsored £100 a 
mile by her father’s fund, said: “The 
row was hard work but the blisters 
were worth it!”

The money raised will go towards 
Molesey Boat Club’s Community 
Rowing Centre, which will include 
a state-of-the-art rowing tank to 
offer rowing and sculling opportuni-
ties in safe and stable conditions.

Andrew’s sister and fund trustee 
Julia Williamson, said: “This is 
a very appropriate project for us 
to support with money raised in 
Andrew’s memory. He was passion-
ate about the water, loved watching 

Emma row, and was very proud of 
her achievements.”

Molesey Boat Club chairman Bill 
Raspin (pictured above with Emma) 
praised her achievements, adding: 
“It’s fantastic to see young people 
out on the water, helping to support 
this important community sporting 
facility. 

“The tank will undergo its final 
phase of building and installation 
in December and we are very much 
looking forward to welcoming the 
first users early in 2016. Rowing 
can make such a difference to peo-
ple’s lives.”

Molesey councillors Bax and 
Szanto would like to extend our 
congratulations and good wishes to 
Emma and to the Boat Club.

A Merry Molesey Christmas
THE festive season got off to 

a great start at this year’s 
well attended Magical 

Molesey celebration.
Children and their families de-

scended on the town centre in large 
numbers - around 3,500 according 
to the organisers - to see the lights 
switched on at the Christmas tree 
and join in the fun.

There were 22 stalls manned by 
local charities and groups, selling 
festive gifts or handing out leaflets, 
and there was music and carols.

Santa was spotted wandering 
along the Walton Road meet-
ing residents (and the occasional 
Molesey councillor) and took part 
in a children’s story time at The 
Discount Shop.

David Jupp, chairman of Mole-
sey Business Association, said: “A 
majority of the shops joined in and 
we had over 20 charity stalls and a 
mini marketplace with local people 
showing their home craft skills.

“Small Business Saturday a few 
days later also seemed busier than 
normal. Maybe the message is get-
ting out there that we have some 
great local shops and they deserve 
community support.”

The spotlight shone on Bridge 
Road shops on December 10th 
for the Christmas Winter Wander 
event, where there was hot food 
and mulled wine served until late, 
and a roundabout ride for kids.

The Molesey News would like to 
congratulate the Molesey Business 
Assocaition on both events and the 
shops on their efforts this year.

THE MOLESEY NEWS

A boost for Boat Club
MOLESEY mum Caroline Self 
has written a new children’s 
book called ‘Pookins Saves 
Christmas’, which is free to 
download from Amazon.

Pookins is a real life ginger 
tom that Caroline owned, and 
her stories are set in Molesey 
with familiar landmarks like the 
Heath, the reservoir and Hamp-
ton Court, as well as Chris the 
parrot from Molesey Pet Shop.

Caroline was until recently the 

practice manager at Glenlyn 
Medical Centre and writes in 
her spare time. Her latest yarn 
sees Pookins on a quest to cure 
Santa’s cold.

Molesey cat saves Christmas

JIM and Carol Cooper have 
transformed their home in Ade-
croft Way, Molesey, into a House 
of Christmas again this year.

Their eye-catching display has 
inflatables, a snow machine and 
lights, and has collection boxes 
to raise money for Walton Leigh 
special needs school, where Mr 
Cooper is a volunteer driver.



HEATHROW Airport has 
admitted for the first time 
what many residents already 

suspected - that aircraft “may be” fly-
ing lower over Molesey.

The admission was made by the air-
port’s director of external affairs, Nigel 
Milton, who met with local MP Dominic 
Raab and Cllr Steve Bax (pictured) for 
talks on November 11.

The discussions primarily focused on 
aircraft noise, which has been a recurring 
problem in Molesey this year along with 
the numbers of night flights. Both are 
requiring urgent action from Heathrow.

Earlier this year the airport established 
the Community Noise Forum, where 
representatives of councils and campaign groups 
meet with Heathrow officials every two months to 
help resolve noise issues.

Steve is Elmbridge’s representative on the 
forum, and put his name to a recent letter admon-
ishing the airport for the slow rate of progress.

Heathrow’s environment and sustainability 
director, Matt Gorman, has since written back 

acknowledging the “real impact of noise on 
residents” and promising a definitive analysis of 
altitudes in the first quarter of 2016.

He also said there will be an assessment of the 
reasons for late departures, including identify-
ing the worst offenders, and a consultation with 
airlines on developing a Quiet Night Charter.

Steve and fellow Noise Forum members will 
keep the pressure on Heathrow to deliver.

Mr Milton, in his meeting with Steve 
and Dominic, also acknowledged that 
lower flying planes could be an explana-
tion for the increased noise over Molesey 
in recent months, and said Heathrow will 
work with the airlines to address it.

He gave an assurance that there will 
be no repeats of the airspace trials over 
Elmbridge that were so disruptive for 
residents last Autumn.

Those trials were part of a Europe-wide 
programme of ‘modernising airspace’ by 
creating new flightpaths that will be used 
in rotation to provide noise respite for 
residents, coupled with steeper aircraft 
climbs and descents to reduce the overall 
noise impact.

Steve Bax and fellow Molesey councillor Peter 
Szanto will both be members of a new Elmbridge 
Council task group, meeting from January, to 
decide the council’s position on Heathrow and 
airport expansion.

Mr Milton accepted Steve’s request to address 
this group, and to attend a public meeting in 
Molesey in the Spring which we will arrange.
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Airport admits planes may be lower

COMMUNITY
NEWS

ELMBRIDGE Council has 
appointed Avon Construction to 
replace the footbridge linking 
Green Lane to Neilsons Field.

The 1930s bridge in East 
Molesey has been taped off for 
two years after being deemed no 
longer safe. A replacement bridge 
will be assembled off site and 
moved into place in the Spring, 
following demolition of the 
existing bridge in February.

A budget of £133k has been set.

A FORMER police psychologist 
turned author is to give a talk at 
Molesey Library about his life 
and work.

John Marzillier has been 
booked as the guest speaker at  
the Friends of Molesey Library 
AGM  on Jan 26th, at 7.30pm.

It will also be a chance for 
residents to hear about how 
the Friends are supporting 
Molesey’s local library.

POLICE are asking for readers’ 
help in identifying the man in this 
CCTV photo.

Officers want to speak with him 
in connection with a burglary in 
Weston Avenue, West Molesey 
on Tuesday December 1st where 
jewellery was stolen.

Anyone with information should 
call DC Emma Vallins on 101.

WHY not make a resolution to 
help people in Molesey?

Molesey Care is recruiting 
volunteers to drive elderly or 
disabled residents to doctors or 
other appointments.

The service has been operating 
since 1989 and needs drivers and 
people to man the phone. Call 
0208 941 1010 if you can help.

New Pavilion homes plan
YOUR Molesey Conservative 
councillors recently held talks 
with Langham Homes who are 
drawing up proposals for around 
50 homes on the former cricket 
pitch next to the Pavilion club in 
Hurst Lane.

The Windsor-based firm, which 
has developed 
extensively in 
Molesey, hopes 
to succeed where 
JS Bloor Ltd 
failed in 2011.

Bloor had 
wanted to fill the 
1.93 hectare site 
with 76 homes 
and refused to 
take no for an 
answer when 
it was turned down by Elmbridge 
Council, going on to lose two plan-
ning appeals.

The site was designated a sports 
field when the nearby Kings Chase 
estate was built in the 1980s. It is 
currently subject to a Section 106 

argeement under a 1990 act of 
parliament requiring the land to be 
retained for recreation.

Langham’s representatives told 
Cllrs Steve Bax and Peter Szanto 
that they are proposing a compro-
mise of 1.4 hectares of open space 
plus homes, half of which would be 

‘affordable’, ie for key 
workers (see picture).

They said they are 
aware the Bloor scheme 
was very poorly re-
ceived by the people of 
Molesey and want to do 
things differently.

They held an exhibi-
tion at St Lawrence 
School in November 
and are inviting resi-
dents to email views to 

info@hurstlane.co.uk.
Steve and Peter will be consulting 

residents to test whether there is any 
appetite for the new proposals. We 
also understand that East Molesey 
Cricket Club is keen to explore the 
possibility of a new pitch at the site.

With a Conservative 
majority government 
– and Peter Szanto 

elected Conservative councillor 
to join Steve Bax in East Molesey 
– we are well placed to build on 
our achievements to date, both for 
Molesey and the wider UK.

The Summer Budget continued 
the road to putting the public 
finances back in the black, whilst 
delivering tax cuts for businesses 
and employees, and introducing a 
new National Minimum Wage. 

Britain is now ranked the sixth 
best place in the world to do 
business – and I see that locally, 
every week, from West 
Molesey Trading Estate 
to the retailers of 
Bridge Road. 

For commuters, 
there is investment 
going in to ease 
overcrowding 
on South West 
Trains. Transport 
for London have 
now also 
proposed 
a direct 
connection 
for 

Crossrail 2 at both Thames Ditton 
and Hampton Court stations, 
which could improve capacity and 
frequency of our London services. 

The government has ambitious 
plans to deliver a truly seven-day 
NHS service, and in Elmbridge we 
have a local review of community 
healthcare services, to try and make 
better use of local hubs. 

And we’ve seen additional recent 
funding to help provide the school 
places we need across the borough.

As well as striving for the best 
deal for our local community, 
back in May, I was made a Justice 
Minister, responsible for reforming 
our human rights laws. 

So, since the general election, we 
have not been resting on our 

laurels for a second.
We have a strong local team. 

I am working closely with 
them to champion Molesey, as 
well as fighting on your behalf 
up at Westminster for the 
changes Britain sorely needs.

I wish you all a terrific 
Christmas, and a 
peaceful year in 2016!

Dominic Raab, MP 
for Esher & Walton

Dominic Raab MP: Well 
placed to succeed in ‘16

A CHRISTMAS
MESSAGE

By Rev. Richard Lloyd, vicar of 
St Mary’s Church, East Molesey

I have been very impressed 
with the standard of 
Christmas decorations in 

Molesey this year - especially 
the lovely tree on the corner 
of Walton and Matham Road 
– which I had the pleasure of 
being involved with turning on 
at Magical Molesey.

I imagine our celebrations of 
Christmas are very predictable 
and similar year by year. 
Christmas, for most – is not a 
surprise: it’s so familiar with: 
our tasteful decorations, cards 
with peaceful snow covered 
landscape scenes, presents that 
we really, really want, repeats 
on the tele. All so familiar and 
yet I never cease to be surprised 
and even shocked by the events 
of the first Christmas. 

Consider, first, that Mary was 
pregnant outside wedlock. This 
can still shock in Britain today 
– but imagine the disgrace this 
brought in the conservative 
society of Palestine 2,000 years 
ago. It is extraordinary that God 
decided to reveal himself in 
Jesus - through an illegitimate 
relationship.

Then, consider the context 
of Jesus’ birth: the squalor of 
a stable because there was no 
room at the inn. He was placed 
in a manger – a feeding trough 
for animals. How extraordinary 
that the God Almighty should 
choose to visit His creation as a 
vulnerable baby in the poorest 
of conditions.

This was not the kind of 
Messiah the Jewish people were 
looking forward to. They were 
hoping for a mighty, wealthy, 
warrior king whose armies and 
splendour would sweep aside 
Augustus and his Empire.

Isn’t it shocking to believe in 
a God who is willing to humble 
himself so much and experience 
the harshest human realities?

And then, we are told that the 
birth in a stable takes place in 
Bethlehem. A surprising place 
for the King of Kings to be born 
– a small village in an obscure 
corner of Augustus’ empire – 
far away from the power and 
prestige of Rome. Surprising, 
shocking, circumstances...

So, I wish you all a very happy 
Christmas and I hope you have 
a moment to delve beneath the 
tinsel, look behind the tranquil 
scenes on our Christmas cards 
and hear the events of 2,000 
years ago afresh in all their 
surprise and shock.

And you are warmly welcome 
to join our services at St Mary’s 
this Christmas. Please come to 
see the total transformation that 
has taken place inside our 150 
year old building.

Happy Christmas!

SURREY voters will be asked to 
elect a Police and Crime Com-
missioner next May.

Former army officer David 
Monro will be the Conservative 
candidate. He has been active 
in public life for 20 years as a 
Waverley borough council-
lor, a school governor 
and chairman of Sur-
rey County Council.

He wants to ensure 
the force makes the 
most of its budget and 
focuses on bread and 
butter issues, like 

tackling burglary.
David thinks the Commis-

sioner should be the voice of 
the public to the police, not the 
other way around.

On the terrorist threat, he 
says: “The government has 

acted decisively to my mind, 
in putting extra resources 
into counter-terrorism. 

“We must pray that we 
are winning the war, for 
that is what it is now.”
We’ll be speaking to 

David in more depth 
in the next edition.

Police candidate selected


