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edition seems like a lifetime. I can
scarcely remember a more eventful,
fast-changing or momentous period
in our national political life.
Molesey, like the rest of the country,
HELLO and
has
been divided over the European
welcome to the new
referendum.
Some are delighted with
look Molesey News
the Brexit result, others despondent.
- your community
newsletter written, In my view we now have to come
delivered and funded by the Molesey together to make this a success.
We’ve had a change of Prime
Conservatives to keep you informed
about local matters. I am Steve Bax, Minister and the Labour Party at war
with itself... and its only just July!
the editor.
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If a week is a long time in politics
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then the three months since our April
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Closure will be debated
at 29 July meeting

T

HE governing body of Surrey Downs
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)
will meet in Leatherhead on 29 July to decide whether to retain or close Molesey Hospital.
The public can attend the meeting at Leatherhead
Leisure Centre in Guildford Road (KT22 9BL for
your satnav), from 1pm. We encourage anyone who
is able, to go along and join us in showing support
for keeping Molesey Hospital open.
Readers will be aware that the GP-lead CCG is
reviewing the five community hospitals within its
remit and considering where to provide services in
the future. It held a 14-week consultation with an
event at Mole Hall which was well attended.
Pictured above are Molesey Conservative members Phillippe Bassett, Peter Szanto and Debi
Oliver, who attended with Steve Bax.
Among four options to be debated on 29 July are

a few shocks. As a result of boundary
changes all 48 seats were up for
election. The Conservatives emerged
as the largest party but short of a
majority and were toppled from
power by a coalition of seven
Residents Association parties and the
Liberal Democrats.
In Molesey, where the boundary
changes were felt most acutely, Peter
Szanto and I lost our seats despite a
hard fought campaign.
This was hugely disappointing for
our members and supporters and for
us personally, but democracy can be

that could go into Molesey.”
NHS Property Services manages the
Molesey Hospital site and charges the
CCG £450,000 a year in rent.
Mr Blythe admitted it could sell the land
if it were found to be surplus to requirements, but he added: “Our hope is that
they would work with us and the local
community to find a suitable solution.”
The CCG governors will receive a
report on the consultation responses and a
recommendation on next steps, which we
expect will be the focus of the debate at
the meeting.
Back in March, under questioning from
then Councillors Steve Bax and Peter
Szanto at Elmbridge Council’s Overview
& Scrutiny Committee, review author
Tom Elrick was candid about the weaknesses of Cobham Hospital versus Molesey, admitting that poor public transport
would need to be factored into the final
decision.
proposals to move Molesey’s 12 hospital beds to
With no direct buses a patient or visitor relying
Cobham Hospital, which is a newer facility but
on public transport to get from Molesey to Cobpoorly served by public transport (an hour from
ham Hospital could spend an hour each way or £30
West Molesey by bus). Outpatient services would
return by taxi. This is clearly unacceptable.
also be “relocated to the community” but the CCG
Cobham has less than half the population of Moledoes not say where. This is in itself alarming given sey and it surely makes better sense for the hospital
the existing strain on GP surgeries such Glenlyn.
to be based at the most convenient location for the
majority of patients - that is West Molesey.
Investment
We hope that Molesey Hospital, which has ably
James Blythe, Director of Commissioning and
served the community for 120-years, will receive
Strategy at Surrey Downs CCG told The Molesey
the blessing of the CCG to continue and will receive
News: “If the decision is for services to remain at
Molesey Hospital then it’s clear that there will need long overdue investment. If closure is recommended
then the site should not be sold off for housing but
to be a plan for investment.
“If ‘option 3’ (closure) is chosen then inpatient and should instead be considered for a new medical
centre and GP surgery.
outpatient services would both relocate. We would
See www.MoleseyConservatives.com for more of
need to work with NHS Property Services and local
Steve Bax’s interview with James Blythe .
providers to understand if there are other services

Will they listen to residents?

MORE than 350 East
Molesey households
and 52 retailers backed
our petition for parking
controls this year.
This called on Surrey
County Council (SCC),
as part of its Elmbridgewide parking review,
to introduce a weekday
morning one hour period
of residents only parking
in Wolsey Road, Palace
Road and other streets in
the vicinity of Hampton
Court Station.
This would encourage
rail commuters to use the
near-empty station car
park instead of blocking
the spaces in East Molesey
residential streets.
It would stop drivers
hurtling dangerously
around these streets
looking for spaces,
improve safety for people
exiting driveways and
would benefit Bridge
Road retailers by creating
parking capacity during
the day for shoppers.
Peter Szanto (pictured
above with residents) and
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Steve Bax, championed
the issue as Molesey
Councillors and hoped
to steer it to a successful
conclusion.
But the Residents
Association party won the
May local elections and
again holds all Molesey’s
seats at the Borough
Council and County
Council. It will thus be in
an influential position.
Peter Szanto said: “We
petitioned over 430
households and received
support from well over
80%. Out of 59 traders
and retailers 88% were

a cruel master at times. Our sincere
thanks to everyone who voted for our
candidates this year.
Peter and I are enormously grateful
for having had the opportunity to
serve as Molesey Councillors and our
work on your behalf continues.
Meanwhile community life carries
on regardless of politics and this
year’s Molesey Carnival and Music
at the Marker events were great
successes again. Our congratulations
to all involved.
I hope you enjoy the newsletter and
have a lovely summer.

New free school for Molesey
DAVID Cameron, in one of his
last acts as Prime Minister, gave
the go ahead for 31 new free
schools including one to serve
Molesey and Walton.
ElmWey Learning Trust, which
runs Heathside School in Weybridge, will receive state funding
to open a free school by September 2019. It must now find a suitable location here or in Walton,
for 900 students aged 11-16.
The new school will be called
Heathside Walton-on-Thames
and will benefit from the exper-

tise at Heathside Weybridge,
which is rated Good by Ofsted
and Outstanding for leadership.
Local Conservative MP Dominic
Raab has promised to work with
ElmWey and Surrey County
Council to help the new school
get established.
Steve Bax was outspoken about
the need for a new secondary
while a Councillor. He said: “This
is great news for Molesey. Few
things matter more than giving
children the best start in life and
a good quality education.”

supportive, so there
is clearly strong local
support for these measured
proposals.
“The RA councillors
have opposed any parking
controls. The question
being asked now is
whether they will listen
to their constituents this
time, in light of the safety
concerns and supporting
local businesses.”
Surrey highways officers
will consider the petitions
and are likely to bring
proposals to a meeting
of Borough and County
Councillors on 3 October.

Dish, 3 Bridge Road, East Molesey, KT8 9EU. Tel: 020 8941 1095.
We are open from 6am Monday to Sunday so join us for breakfast

Coalition seizes power at Elmbridge

E

LMBRIDGE Council is
under new management
after the Conservatives
were ousted by a coalition of
seven residents groups and the
Liberal Democrats.
The local Tories emerged from
May’s borough council elections
as the largest group with 22 seats
and 43% of the overall vote, but
three shy of an overall majority.
This allowed the Lib Dems to
play the role of ‘kingmaker’ and
they chose to put the election
runners-up, the 19-strong
Residents Association groups
into power. In return they
bagged the deputy leadership
of the Council and three
Cabinet posts.
Despite polling only 14%
of the vote in Elmbridge
(including just 189 votes
in Molesey) the Liberal
Democrats will be the
largest voice in the new
Administration.
After a decade in Opposition,
the RA group was certainly
desperate to win back power and to be fair they succeeded - but
they have shown themselves to be
poor negotiators. They frequently
denounce political parties as
beyond the pale but at the first sign
of power they hop into bed with the
Lib Dems - a political party!
It has been an inauspicious start
for the Coalition. Just days after
the election and amid the wrangling
for positions, new Molesey East
Councillor Tony Popham quit the
RA group to sit as an independent.
The Conservatives hoped for a
different election result but the fact
remains that the people of Molesey
East voted in an RA councillor they didn’t elect an independent,
and Mr Popham should now
consider his position!
So where did it go wrong for the
Conservatives at these elections?
On paper the group was defending

MOLESEY EAST RESULTS
S Selleck, Molesey RA: 1576 (elected)
I Regan, Molesey RA: 1517 (elected)
T Popham, Molesey RA: 1437
(elected)
Steve Bax, Conservative: 1159
Peter Szanto, Conservative: 925
Debi Oliver, Conservative: 888
S. Spencer-Bowdage, Green: 314
S. Sumner, Labour: 314
T. Marshall, UKIP: 199
Turnout: 44%

a strong record - a decade of stable
governance, the books in balance,
Council Tax frozen seven times in
10 and £10million saved without
compromising frontline services.
But the unedifying spectacle of
Tory MPs arguing with one another
over the European Referendum
will have cost us votes at the local

Molesey’s last bank to quit the town
MOLESEY will lose its last bank
when Lloyds closes its branch in
Walton Road on 25 July.
We contacted Lloyds and were
told that a ‘lack
of footfall’ was
to blame as only
28 personal and
business customers visit the branch
each week. This
lowly figure is
itself a 19% reduction on last year as
73% of non-business customers in
East Molesey are
apparently using other branches,
phone or internet banking.
David Jupp, chairman of Molesey
Business Network (MBA), and MP

Dominic Raab were assured that
Lloyds would not leave town after
Barclays quit West Molesey in April
of 2013.
David said: “I now disbelieve the statements as I feel
plans were in place some
time ago.
“When Tesco built the
Hurst Park store I predicted
then that it would be the first
nail in the coffin of the shops
along the Walton Road.”
Lloyds told us: “We have
made the difficult decision to
close this branch because of
the changing ways customers
choose to bank with us. We apologise for any inconvenience.”
Customers can carry out some
banking at East Molesey post office.

wards - Molesey West and East.
Despite fielding three good local
candidates, we expected to struggle
in West Molesey where the RA
party is well entrenched.
In East Molesey we had won
the last two elections with Steve
Bax and Peter Szanto. They were
very active Councillors, speaking
up for Molesey on nine council
committees between them, and
making progress on a range of local
issues, from Heathrow noise to
parking and Molesey Hospital.
But the new ward boundaries saw
1,400 Molesey voters moved into
Thames Ditton and over 3,000
joined East ward from streets
MOLESEY WEST RESULTS
in West Molesey where RA
M Axton, Molesey RA: 1627 (elected)
support was strong.
V Eldridge, Molesey RA: 1583
As a result, despite a huge
(elected)
R Ahmed, Molesey RA: 1481 (elected)
effort in the campaign, both
Richard Doxford, Molesey ConservPeter and Steve lost their seats.
ative: 320
The Molesey RA issued a
J. Ajjane, Labour: 304
spiteful
and unpleasant election
Philippe Bassett, Conservative: 260
week letter attacking Steve,
P Nagel, Lib Dem: 189
Inna Spektor, Conservative: 183
Peter, and their running mate
Turnout: 34%
Dr Debi Oliver for not living in
Molesey East ward, claiming we
just wanted a seat on the council.
As well as being insulting and
untrue, this was also rank hypocrisy
as one of their own candidates, the
aforementioned Mr Popham, does
not reside in Molesey either.
While living in the ward is
obviously desirable we contest that
the calibre of the candidate - their
personal qualities, track record,
manifesto and commitment - is
what matters really.
Sadly Molesey is once again a one
party town - an unhealthy situation
in the long run. But we can confirm
that rumours of the demise of the
level and, because all 48 seats on
Molesey Conservatives are ‘greatly
the Council were up for election,
exaggerated’. We will continue our
everyone had three votes. This
on work on behalf of the Molesey
appears to have disproportionately
community issues and will return
benefitted smaller parties and the
stronger at future elections.
RAs and worked against us as
incumbants.
Pictured: Steve Bax, Debi Oliver
Following the boundary changes
and MP Dominic Raab in Vine Rd.
Molesey has been divided into two

Molesey Library expansion plan

COMMUNITY

NEWS

AN acclaimed author and
history expert from Hampton
Court Palace is to give a talk at
Molesey Library.
Tracy Borman, the Chief
Curator of Historic Royal
Palaces, will speak about her
book ‘The Private Lives of the
Tudors’ and her biography of
Henry VIII’s right hand man,
Thomas Cromwell.
The talk is at 7pm on Tuesday
27 September. Tickets are £5,
available from the library.
POLICE are still seeking
information about a knifepoint
robbery at the Prince of Wales
pub in East Molesey.
An employee was cashing up
at 11.10pm on Sunday, 5 June
when he was threatened by
two men in balaclavas.
They fled with a quantity
of cash via a dark coloured
Ford Ka, which drove the
wrong way along Bridge
Road and into Palace Road.
Call Surrey Police on 101 (ref
45160047361) if you can help.
READERS are warned that
a private company has been
issuing £100 fines to people
who use the Topps Tiles car park
after hours.
Customers of the Molesey
Fish Bar chip shop opposite are
among those who have been
caught out.
Elmbridge Council Parking
Services confirmed to Steve Bax
that the landlord is acting legally
but anyone who receives a ticket
can appeal to the company or
the independent body ‘Parking
on Private Land Appeals’ - see
http://popla.co.uk/
ONE hundred years of Roald
Dahl is the theme for this
year’s Summer Reading
Challenge.
Youngsters aged 4–11 can
sign up at Molesey Library to
read six books and receive a
card illustrated by Sir Quentin
Blake for each one completed.
GEOFF Langley has been
ordered to vacate his record
store in Walton Road, West
Molesey, after 43 years.
His landlords and neighbour,
Royal Mail, aim to reclaim the
premises on 31 August and
turn it into staff toilets and a
customer service point.
They were refused permission
by Elmbridge councillors but
won on appeal.

SUPPORTERS of Molesey
Library are calling for the
building to be made bigger.
The Friends of Molesey
Library have been keen to
extend the building in Walton
Road for some time and are
starting to win support for the
idea.
Surrey Library Service,
which is part of the County
Council, is willing to support
an application by the Friends
for Community Infrastructure
Levy funding.
CIL, as it is known for short,
is a charge on developers
building in Molesey and the
money is intended to be used for
community causes.
Friends chairman Pauline
Morozgalska, said: “Molesey

Library is housed in the
only building in Elmbridge
not specifically built for the
purpose. It is quite a restricted
space and has not had the
benefit of refurbishment in
recent times.”
She added that expansion
would be an “exciting and
worthwhile project” and hopes
the community will get behind
the idea.
Options include knocking
through to an area currently
used as a staff office and a
redundant work store or
extending the children’s library
area.
It is likely that there will be a
public consultation before plans
go ahead so keep visiting the
Library and look out for details.

A SUPPORT group has
been set up for armed forces
veterans in Molesey.
Coordinated by local resident
John Joyce, the group meets
socially once a month to
combat isolation and stress.
See www.veteranssupport
association.co.uk for details.
A FURTHER round of public
consultation for Crossrail 2 will
take place this summer.
Trains from Hampton Court
Station will use the new line
which will see four trains an
hour from Molesey to Victoria
and Euston/St Pancras from
around 2030. See www.
crossrail2.co.uk for details.
And finally... don’t forget
Hampton Court Way will
be closed on Sunday 31 July
for the annual RideLondon
cycling event.
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