
STEVE SAYS:

Hello and welcome to another 
edition of The Molesey News. 
I am Steve Bax, a resident 
of Molesey, and I write and 
distribute this newsletter on 
behalf of the Molesey Conserv-
ative Residents political group, 
which I chair.

‘It has been an eventful few 
months since the last newslet-
ter. In September I was at 
County Hall to hear how Sur-
rey intends to meet the rising 
demand for school places, and 
make the case for a secondary 
school here in Molesey.

I have been meeting with 
residents to hear their 
thoughts on moving the 
boundary between East and 
West Molesey, and I helped 
with the preparations for 
‘Love Your Library Day’ 
at Molesey Library. I was 
pleased to see MP Dominic 
Raab and Elmbridge Deputy 
Mayor Barry Fairbank (pic-
tured far left) inaugurate a 
picture hanging system at the 
Library that will allow local 
artists and schoolchildren to 
display their work. 

And in an enjoyable if sur-
real moment, I gave a talk to 
politics students in Florida 
(via a phone link up) on the 
my experiences of standing 
for election in the UK.

The Remembrance Sunday 
services in Molesey were both 
moving and very well attend-
ed, and following the passing 
of PC Andrew Duncan (see 
our main article) serve as a 
timely reminder of the sacri-
fices of those who serve our 
country and community.

Right of Reply
On a slightly sour note my 

opponents in the Molesey 
Residents Association politi-
cal party have been ramping 
up their personal attacks 
on me ahead of next year’s 
Elmbridge Council elections, 
choosing to play the man not 
the ball, with a distasteful 
article on their website. 

As the comments box was 
switched off (surely not 
intentional?) I was unable to 
respond,  so I have taken the 
unusual step of quoting the 
entire piece in The Molesey 
News with my comments 
appended. The MRA, with 
breathtaking hypocrisy ac-
cuses The Molesey News of 
‘misleading’, when in fact we 
are offering a fair commen-
tary and raising local issues. 

Don’t take their claims at 
face value, if in doubt email 
me and I will be happy to 
answer your questions.
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MAGICAL MOLESEY
This year’s event takes place 
on December 4th from 5pm 

to 7pm in Molesey town 
centre. There will be carol 
singers, stalls and plenty 

of festive cheer. Organisers 
are hoping for another great 

turnout, so don’t miss it!
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THE funeral of PC Andrew 
Duncan in Molesey on 
October 11 was an event 

that will live long in the memory 
of our town.

Residents who lined the streets 
witnessed the spectacle of hundreds 
of police officers - including at the 
highest levels of the MET - arriv-
ing at St Mary’s Church to pay their 
respects. 

So great were the numbers that the 
church could not accommodate all 
the mourners, and a marque had to 
be set-up in the car park close by. 

Andrew tragically died as a result 
of doing the job he loved, when he 
was struck by a hit and run driver 
while on duty in Sutton. He was 47-
years-old and leaves behind a wife 
and two children aged 17 and 14, 
whom he doted on.

Although the MET regarded 
Andrew as one of their own, he was 
first and foremost a son of Molesey, 
having grown up in Matham Road 
and attended The Orchard and St 
Lawrence schools. He continued to 
live here after he was married.

Andrew had a lifelong association 
with the scouts, and followed in the 
footsteps of his father John Duncan 
who has been a leader with the 1st 
Molesey Scouts on and off for 60 
years. As a boy Andrew accompa-

nied his parents to scout camps, 
before joining aged eight. 

As a Sea Scout he found his pas-
sion for the water, while on land 
he was fond of motorbikes. He is 
pictured (above) on a family holiday 
to New York posing beside a police 
motorbike.

Andrew’s sister, Julia Williamson, 
told The Molesey News: “Andrew’s 
fellow scout leaders talk about how 
he often gave up his own leave to 
help out whenever needed. He did 
not look for praise, he gave up his 
time selflessly. So many have ben-
efited from the wealth of experience 
Andrew learnt through scouting.”

His dad John thinks the values 
of community and service which 
Andrew learned from the scouts 
probably persuaded him to join the 
police. He started on the beat in Bat-
tersea in 1990 and had served as a 
traffic officer since 2004.

His family will be launching a 
memorial fund in his name to raise 
money for local projects. They are 
assembling a team of Andrew’s 
family, friends and scouts to run 
the inaugural Hampton Court Half 
Marathon on 23 February 2014 and 
have a host of events planned.

Chief Superintendent Glyn Jones, 
who spoke at the funeral said: “An-

drew made many notable arrests. On 
one occasion he managed to turn a 
stop in the street for an out of date 
tax disc into an arrest for a series 
of armed robberies. Andrew was 
exceptionally good at what he did.”

Commissioner, Sir Bernard Hog-
an-Howe, added: “PC Duncan will-
ingly chose to serve his community 
through his work as a police officer, 
and his passion as a volunteer scout 
leader. He was widely respected and 
well liked.”

The Molesey News would like to 
extend our sincere condolences to 
Andrew’s family and friends.

Library needs 
your support

MOLESEY is lucky to have an 
excellent library that is free to 
join and within easy reach.

When it was threatened with 
closure two years ago, we 
staged a successful campaign 
to save it and have worked for 
its prosperity as part of the 
Friends of Molesey Library 
committee ever since.

The Friends have raised 
money for new signs and 
equipment, arranged meet 
the author events and coffee 
mornings. Recently we ob-
tained a grant to buy a picture 
hanging system to allow local 
artists to display their work in 
Molesey Library. 

However the library has stiff 
competition from kindles and 
the internet (and customers 
with less time to read). Bor-
rower numbers fell 5.8% in 
October compared to last year.

Although there is no im-
mediate threat to the library 
we cannot be complacent. 
The best way to ensure our 
library’s future is to use it, 
so when you are next passing 
please pop in and take out a 
book or rent a DVD. Remem-
ber your library needs you!

Radnor could house the homeless

Farewell to Molesey’s finest

RADNOR House, the former 
home for the elderly, in East 
Molesey could become a homeless 
shelter over the winter.

The Surrey charity Transform 
Housing and Support is asking 
Elmbridge Council for a temporary 
change of use, for the building to 
accommodate up to eight vulnerable 
people overnight from January to 
March next year.

But local residents, including 
in Hansler Grove (where Radnor 
House is located), are worried it 
could lead to drug addicts or ex-
offenders descending on the area.

Since hearing of the plans I have 
been in contact with Conserva-
tive colleagues at the Elmbridge 
Council to press for more detail 
and to feedback Molesey’s con-
cerns. The housing portfolio holder, 
Councillor James Browne, told me: 
“The intention is to provide shelter 
for vulnerable people who would 

otherwise be sleeping rough during 
the coldest time of the year. There 
would be up to eight individuals 
staying overnight at Radnor House, 
from 5.30pm until 8am - and two 
staff on site the whole time.”

Cllr Browne said the shelter would 
not continue beyond March as the 
council’s intention is to sell Radnor 
House as affordable housing.

Further assurances were offered 
to the community by council and 
Transform charity representatives at 
a packed public meeting in Molesey 
on November 25th, which I at-
tended. 

Key points which emerged were: 
that this is a pilot scheme with a 
view to setting up a permanent 
service away from Molesey; that 
the entrance in Walton Road would 
be used instead of the one opposite 
The Orchard School; that boarders 
would have to be referred to Radnor 
House and will not be able to turn-
up unannounced; that they will not 
be able to come and go in the night; 
and there would be a bar on ‘certain 
types of offenders’ staying. 

Andrea Cannon of Transform 
said: “Homelessness is an increas-
ing problem in Elmbridge because 
people can’t pay their rents, or can’t 
find work so they lose their homes 
through no fault of their own.”

Elmbridge councillors are expect-
ed to decide in December whether 
Radnor House can be used as a tem-
porary shelter. The Molesey News 
will continue to monitor this issue 
and keep residents updated.

SERVICES were held at the East 
and West Molesey war memori-
als on Remembrance Sunday. 
The weather was kind and 
brought out large crowds and it 

was pleasing to see people of all 
ages making the effort to attend. 
Our scouts, clergy and police did 
us proud and provided a moving 
and memorable occasion.

Molesey Remembers fallen



O ur article on the proposed over-devel-
opment at the Jolly Boatman site in 
the Summer edition of The Molesey 

News appears to have ruffled the feathers of 
our political opponents, the Molesey Residents 
Association. They published the following text 
on their internet site, and repeated some of it 
in their recent newsletter.

As the comments were switched off on the 
MRA’s web page, denying me an opportu-
nity to respond to these personal remarks, I 
am quoting their article in full here with my 
thoughts appended in blue, so that readers can 
judge the matter for themselves.

****
Molesey Residents Association statement, 13th 
September 2013: ‘The Molesey News’

‘We find that Steve Bax is distributing a paper 
under the heading of The Molesey News and a 
number of people may be assuming that this is a 
renewal of the genuine and independent newspa-
per which was previously sold in Molesey.

The current production is a Conservative party 
publication, which is stated in small print on the 
paper.’ Steve’s reply: The fact it has ‘the Voice of 
the Molesey Conservatives’ at the top of every 
issue over the last two years has apparently 
escaped the MRA’s notice?

‘It appears to us that a major purpose of this 
“Molesey News”, as written by Mr. Bax, is to 
derogate councillors and members of The Mole-
sey Residents Association as much as possible.

To do this, Mr. Bax uses inaccurate and 
misleading statements (Steve: the reader might 
notice how no evidence is provided anywhere 
in what follows to support this claim) and at the 
same time presents himself as solving problems, 
over which, he has doubtful or very little influ-
ence in resolving.

Steve: Whilst I reject this cynical jibe and firmly 
believe that individuals can make a difference 
for the better, it also overlooks the fact that I am 
associated with the administrations that run the 
county and borough councils, and I lobby them 
on behalf of Molesey.

‘We are particularly concerned with his latest 
statement on the Hampton Court Station site 
where it says: “it’s hard to avoid feeling that the 
Jolly Boatman saga has been blighted by poor 
handling from start to finish”. He goes on to try 
and implicate the M.R.A. councillors by stat-
ing: “Molesey needs better governance in such 
matters”. Of course the truth is that it was the 
Conservative councillors at Elmbridge Council 

who put this Hampton Court Station planning 
through, voting as a block bar one. Molesey 
Resident Association councillors have found 
this application to be flawed from its initiation 
and have always opposed it’

Steve: As we now know the MRA and its al-
lies held a majority on the Elmbridge Council 
committee which decided whether the devel-
oper had met its planning conditions, and 
had the opportunity to vote this down. I have 
consistently said I would NOT have voted 
for the Jolly Boatman scheme if I had been 
a councillor and would if elected in future 
seek to influence Conservative councillors in 
Molesey’s interests.

In the same article, it is claimed that MRA 
councillors could have stopped approval of all 
of the 56 reserved conditions, by voting against 
each one. The MRA councillors did in fact ensure 
that many of the conditions were brought before 
the Planning Committee for proper scrutiny.

However, Planning should not be a political 
matter, and if it were to be made so, it would 
come at severe cost to the council, and result 
in higher Council Tax. The Molesey Residents 
Association councillors, supported by Conserva-
tive councillors on the Planning Committee, did 
consider that one of the conditions put up for 
approval, would stand non-approval and gave 
proper planning opportunity to finally cause the 
whole planning application to run out of time.

However, an independent planning inspector 
ruled the application as OK and has allowed the 
applicant, Gladedale, to seek costs against the 
council on what is now judged to be an “improp-
er refusal”. Mr. Bax, through the medium of The 
Molesey News, promotes the idea should have 
kicked out all the 56 applications for approval of 
conditions, whilst simultaneously criticising the 
outcome of the one condition on which the Mole-
sey Residents Association councillors attempted 
to use the best planning reasons available to try 
and refuse approval.

Steve: Cleverly worded long-winded waffle, 
attempting to pull the wool over the reader’s 
eyes on MRA hypocrisy and what has been poor 
government of our town in this matter.

Mr. Bax goes on to praise the Hampton Court 
Rescue Campaign people in isolation, when 
the Molesey Residents Association has worked 
closely with the H.C.R.C. members and provided 
funding to help the cause. A cause the MRA & 
HCRC are jointly concerned with and active on.

Steve: Readers might ask themselves why in the 

2012 Elmbridge Council election the Hampton 
Court Rescue Campaign urged its members to 
vote for my candidacy over the MRA candidate.

It appears to the MRA that the sole aim, as 
stated above, of Mr. Bax, through his mouthpiece 
“The Molesey News”, is to use this and other 
issues impacting the community to derogate the 
very effective work of the Molesey Residents 
Association. The way articles are constructed and 
the facts presented, infers to the MRA that Mr. 
Bax is deliberately twisting the truth about these 
various issues. (Steve: no actual evidence being 
provided in support of this assertion once again) 

It has been established over several elections 
that Mr. Bax wishes to be elected and represent 
the people of Molesey within the Elmbridge 
Council. All residents should consider carefully 
if they would wish to have such a person as a 
councillor. Furthermore, some of our members 
have reported writing to Mr. Bax about the way 
he appears to mis-represent matters in his paper, 
and they have not received a reply. Steve: I deny 
there’s been a failure to reply to correspondence 
as suggested, all communication that I receive 
that is at all reasonable is fully replied to.

The statement ends with issuing guidance to the 
people of Molesey that they shouldn’t consider 
voting for me at future elections, as if the Mole-
sey Residents Association is an independent au-
thority in the matter with no vested self-interest, 
instead of what it is in reality - a political party 
currently in possession of all of Molesey’s 11 
council seats resenting scrutiny of its activities, 
and not wanting any democratic competition. 

I am happy to disappoint them in this last 
regard, and feel that their apparent frustration on 
display here is to the gain of Molesey’s political 
life. It’s also clear from this statement’s tone and 
content that our town has been governed by one 
party exclusively for perhaps too long.
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Insults and excuses fly from the MRA COMMUNITY
NEWS

DO you own a car and have a 
little spare time to offer a lift 
to an elderly or disabled per-
son? If so Molesey Care would 
love to hear from you. 

The charity has been a life-
line for local people since 1989 
and completed 855 journeys 
last year alone. You can help 
by becoming a driver (ex-
penses paid) or a duty officer 
manning the phone - please 
call 0208 941 1010.

FRIDAY afternoons are the peak 
time for burglaries, especially in 
the winter months.

The advice from Surrey Police 
is to lock windows and doors, 
don’t leave keys in easy reach 
or wheelie bins out the front if 
you have a flat roof that can be 
climbed on. If you see anything 
suspicious call police on 101.

SANTA and his elves will be in 
West Molesey on Saturday 7th 
and Sunday 8th of December.
They will be at the 3rd Mole-
sey Scout hut in St Peter’s 
Road, which has been trans-
formed into a grotto and 
Magical Wonderland display. 
Booking is essential so email 
sampalmer66@yahoo.uk or 
call 020 8941 0124.

THE bus shelter in Walton 
Road, West Molesey which was 
demolished by a Tesco lorry in 
July will be replaced next year.

Elmbridge Council has had 
assurances from the owner, and 
has installed a park bench as a 
temporary stopgap.

A MAN and a woman were 
swiftly arrested for a burglary 
and two attempted burglaries 
in Wolsey Road and Palace 
Road in the early hours of 
November 7. They were due 
to appear at Guildford Crown 
Court on November 22.

Visitors to Neilson’s Field will 
have noticed that the foot-
bridge access from Green Lane 
over the River Mole has been 
taped off.

This is after an engineer carried 
out an inspection at the request 
of Elmbridge Council and found 
severe corrosion of the steel un-
derside and main support beam. 
The protective paint had mostly 
peeled away and brick pillars 
were cracked and loose.

As a result of the “extensive” 
decay this once-attractive 1930s 
bridge has been deemed beyond 
“effective economical repair”.

The Molesey Conservative 
Residents consider that an op-
tion for refurbishment should be 
looked at rather than the bureau-
cratic knee-jerk tendency, all too 
prevalent in government these 
days, of complete demolition of 

infrastructure and rebuilding, 
with the result being the loss 
of more of Molesey’s historic 
architecture (and the cost to the 
tax payer of a new bridge).

Residents may wonder why the 
Nielson’s Field Bridge has been 
allowed to get into this badly 
run down state on the Molesey 
Residents Association’s watch? 
It has been obvious for years that 
it needed maintenance, yet it has 
been neglected to the point that it 
has had to be closed. 

Routine works and applying 
a coat of weatherproofing paint 
every few years might have 
stopped the corrosion.

Why has the MRA, which has 
been the town’s sole political 
representation for years, and its 
11 councillors, not taken up this 
issue years ago before it reached 
such a wasteful pass?

Bridge demolition threat Waste plant lorry threat
PLANS for a food waste treat-
ment plant just outside Molesey 
could result in a large increase in 
lorries passing through our town.

A company called Clean Power 
Properties is asking Surrey County 
Council for planning permission to 
build an ‘anaerobic digestion centre’ 
on the former Weylands sewage 
farm up by Hersham railway station.

If it goes ahead it is expected that 
195,000 tonnes of rubbish would be 
delivered to the site each year, all of 
it via local roads. 

Anerobic digestion involves large 
amounts of biodegradible waste 
being packed into a small confined 
space and broken down over several 
stages into a gas, which in turn can 
be used to generate electricity.

Whilst Molesey Conservatives 
support such innovation in our 
energy supply and waste disposal 
- increasingly important issues in 
the country - the traffic implica-
tions mustn’t be allowed to  damage 
Molesey’s quality of life.

Conservative councillor Andrew 
Kelly, who has been campaigning as 
part of the Weylands No Way group, 
told the Molesey News: “There is 
no doubt the extra HGVs would 
make their presence felt across 
Elmbridge. And we won’t just have 
more HGVs, they would be bigger 
as well. I urge as many residents 
as possible to make sure Surrey 

County Council know that our area 
just can’t cope with the effects of 
the application.”

Some 2,500 residents have signed 
a petition against the plant. Their 
view, which is shared by Molesey 
Conservatives, is that a built-up 
residential area is a poor choice of 
location for a facility of this nature.

Elmbridge borough councillors 
were consulted over the proposals 
and raised a number of objections; 
among them was that the digestion 
plant would be inappropriate devel-
opment in the Green Belt and that 

insufficient information had been 
provided on the potential impact of 
emissions on surrounding residen-
tial areas.

The applicant insists its plant will 
be less noisy, dusty or smelly than 
the existing recycling activity on the 
Weylands site. 

Surrey County Council’s planning 
committee will make a decision on 
the proposals on February 26 next 
year. To find out more about the No 
Way campaign and to register your 
support, go to www.facebook.com/
WeylandsNoWay


