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MAGICAL MOLESEY

Christmas wouldn’t be the
same without Magical Molesey
to kick off the festivities. This
year’s event is on Wednesday
December 2nd in Molesey town
centre, from 5pm-7pm, with
fun for all the family.
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STEVE
SAYS:
Hello and welcome to
the Autumn Molesey News. I
am Councillor Steve Bax and
I edit this newsletter on behalf
of the Molesey Conservative
Residents political group.
I hope you had an enjoyable
summer, even if it may feel
like a distant memory now.
One highlight for me was
being asked to represent the
Mayor of Elmbridge in the
annual Riparian Challenge,
part of the Great River Race.
That meant being a
passenger in a boat rowed
by Peter, Russell and Bob of
the Dittons Skiff and Punting
Club from the Isle of Dogs to
Ham, taking in the amazing
scenery of the Thames.
I’m pleased to report that
the crew did Elmbridge
proud and finished a very
creditable second out of all
the boroughs.
On the Molesey political
scene Cllr Szanto and I have
been occupied by a variety of
issues from Molesey Hospital
(see main article) to assisting
residents with planning
matters, meeting Glenlyn to
raise patient concerns, and
grilling Elmbridge’s new
and under-performing green
spaces contractor.
We also questioned Surrey
Highways on how Molesey
can use next year’s parking
review to address long
standing issues like commuter
parking, and I am working on
residents’ behalf to pressure
Heathrow to tackle ongoing
noise blight over Molesey.
Cllr Szanto and I are
looking forward to taking
part in the Remembrance
services and to being active
on your behalf in the run up
to Christmas.

This newsletter
is sponsored by

Molesey
Hospital
critical!
Local NHS considers
plan to close hospital

M

OLESEY'S 120-year-old
community hospital could
be closed under new proposals by the local health authority.
Surrey Downs Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) has reviewed
inpatient and outpatient services at
the community hospitals in its area
(Molesey, New Epsom and Ewell
Community Hospital, Dorking, Leatherhead and Cobham).
It has drafted four options which
will go out to public consultation,
and two involve closing Molesey
Hospital and transferring its 18 beds
to Cobham Hospital, which would
become the new community hub for
East Elmbridge.
The review states its overall aim as
ensuring services are "high quality;
delivered in line with best practice;
and will meet the changing needs" of
the Surrey Downs population.

Your Molesey Conservative councillors met with retired doctor Ken
Brown, chairman of the Molesey
Hospital League of Friends to discuss
options for saving the hospital.
Ken said the report is very thorough
and will be difficult to challenge, but
he noted that the Elmbridge Community Medical Team - a pilot scheme
where GPs, nurses and healthcare professional work with elderly residents
in the community - is now based at
Molesey Hospital.
Ken added: "I hear that it is going
well and Dr Jill Evans (leading the
team) considers that Molesey Hospital is a good site for the community
hub. If so, it is a good argument for
the retention of the Hospital."
However the Friends say Molesey
Hospital's upkeep has been neglected
for some time, and its offers to replace equipment have been rejected.

Molesey Conservative councillor,
Dr Peter Szanto, whose wife used to
work for the NHS, visited Molesey
Hospital on November 5th.
He was assured staff will not lose
their jobs if Molesey Hospital closes,
and that the CCG recognises that
lack of public between Molesey and
Cobham is a major issue.
The consultation is expected to
start in mid November and last for
12 weeks. We will publicise via our
newsletter and website.
Ken Brown said: “The best thing the
people of Molesey can do at this stage
is to make their voices heard at this
public consultation.”
Surrey Downs CCG can be contacted by email to contactus.surreydownsccg@nhs.net or by post to: Surrey
Downs Clinical Commissioning
Group, Cedar Court, Guildford Road,
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 9AE.

Scouts controversial HQ plan
THE 1st Molesey (Jaguar) Sea
Scout group is dividing opinion
in the town over its plans for a
two-storey Water Activity Centre
at Hurst Meadow.
The 106-year-old group had a
headquarters at the Thames close to
the Molesey Reservoirs, from the
mid 1930s until the 1990s when it
was evicted by Thames Water to
make way for gravel extraction.
Their old site has since become
a nature reserve and discussions
between the scouts, Elmbridge
Council and Thames Water over the
years have failed to find an alternative riverside location.
The group, which takes its name
from HMS Jaguar, a Royal Navy

vessel from the early 20th Century,
Mr Quinn explained it currently
is now seeking public support for
takes two hours to transport boats
a long narrow waterside building
and children from the scouts’ HQ at
and boat storage adjacent to the tow 193 Walton Road to the riverside,
path at Hurst Meadow, within easy
so a facility by the water would be a
distance of Sadlers Ride car park.
major improvement for the group.
The facilities would include room
Alternative sites could be land next
for manoeuvring boats, plus chang- to the Sadlers Ride car park which
ing room and showers, a briefing
was recently used by the Environroom and waste tank.
ment Agency for storage, or further
But it would entail building on
upstream, perhaps at the former
unspoilt wilderness
Hurst Park School site.
and the felling of
Cllr Bax said: “The
three trees, which the “It is a question community in Molesey
of finding the has always supported
group has promised
to replace.
right location.” our scout groups, and
The Friends of
would support the idea
Hurst Park and
of a new waterside HQ.
numerous residents have stated their
“But the question is where. I don’t
opposition due to the location.
believe the current location is right
Cllr Steve Bax met with 1st
and will encourage the Council and
Molesey scout leader Liam Quinn in the scouts to explore alternatives.”
September to discuss the plans and
The project would cost £500,000,
the community’s concerns.
mainly paid by Sport England.

n Cllr Szanto at
Molesey Hospital

Shell garage 24
hour alcohol bid

SHELL garage in Hurst Road
caused alarm in August when
it applied to Elmbridge Council for a licence to sell alcohol
around the clock.
Cllr Steve Bax, who sits
on the council’s Licensing
Committee raised residents’
concerns about anti-social
behaviour with officers.
Motor Fuels Ltd, who were
applying on the Shell garage’s
behalf, then curbed their
request to 10pm in line with
neighbouring Tesco and were
accepted by the council.
The garage is subject to
11 conditions ranging from
CCTV to age checks, training
and storage restrictions and
could lose its licence if it fails
to adhere to the rules.
Cllr Bax said: “It was clearly
inappropriate for the garage
to be selling alcohol so late
into the night. I am glad that
common sense prevailed.
“We want the garage to be
viable but also to do the right
thing by the community.”

Dish, 3 Bridge Road, East Molesey, KT8 9EU. Tel: 020 8941 1095.
We are open from 6am Monday to Sunday so join us for breakfast
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KENT’S Chemist in East
Molesey has been Grade II
listed by Historic England.
The shop in Walton Road
was inspected earlier this
year and praised as a “rare
survival” of 19th Century shop
architecture.
It falls outside of Molesey’s
Kent Town Conservation Area
but was felt worthy of special
attention.
ELMBRIDGE is backing a
Surrey Waste Partnership to
increase the amount of food
waste being recycled.
In October and November
teams from Keep Britain
Tidy have been delivering a
leaflet about the importance of
recycling food along with a free
roll of compostable caddy liners.
They will be placing a sticker
on the lid of all general waste
bins to remind residents not to
use these for food, but to use the
dedicated food bins instead.
WILLOWMEAD care home
in Summer Road, East
Molesey is hoping to recruit
local support workers.
The home was reported to
be closing, prompting Cllr
Peter Szanto to meet with the
directors. Happily it will stay
open but as a shared home for
people learning disabilities
where 24 hour help will be
provided. Anyone wanting to
work there can email jobs@
mylife.uk.com or phone 020
8873 0217.
MEN in Sheds is a new initiative
from Elmbridge Council for
over 50s who want to learn new
skills or pass them on.
It is run from the Thames
Ditton Centre 1-3 times a week,
and tools are provided.
Call 01372 474552 or email
commservices@elmbridge.gov.
uk to get involved.
MOLESEY Art Society holds
its Christmas Exhibition on
November 14th and 15th at St
Albans School in Beauchamp
Road, 10am to 5pm.
Members will be displaying
work they have created this
year and visitors will have a
chance to buy locally produced
art for their walls.
THE Post Office is refurbishing
its Molesey town centre branch
over 10 days in November.
The premises at 140 Walton
Road will reopen on Friday 13th
with a ‘modern open plan’ look
and extra services including
foreign currency.
Opening hours will continue to

Answers needed over aircraft noise

A

YEAR has passed since Heathrow
Airport suspended the airspace trials
which had brought an unprecedented
level of noise and disruption to Molesey.
Cllr Steve Bax and Dominic Raab MP were
able to secure the agreement of Heathrow director Nigel Milton to curtail the trials early, rather
than allow them continue through Christmas.
Since then Heathrow Airport Ltd, the airport
operator, has continued to maintain that air traffic has returned to pre-trials patterns, which is at
odds with residents’ (often daily) experiences.
Steve was appointed Elmbridge’s representative on the Heathrow Community Noise Forum
(CNF) earlier this year and receives a steady
stream of correspondence from residents of
Molesey, Esher, Walton, Thames Ditton, Claygate
and Hinchley Wood, complaining that planes are
getting lower and louder, or flying over at night.

Matt Gorman, as well as the National Air Traffic
Service (NATS) and Civic Aviation Authority
(CAA) to acknowledge the noise problem and
commit to doing something about it.
Incessant noise
Then, at the most recent CNF meeting on November 5th, tensions bubbled to the surface with
We often hear how Heathrow is the engine of
the Teddington Action Group (TAG) reading out a
the London economy and vital for jobs, but we
statement on behalf of councillors and campaignmust not forget that aircraft noise has a very
significant effect on the physical and mental well ers chastising the aviation industry for its failure
being of residents, who through no fault of their to acknowledge the current levels of aircraft noise
and lack of practical steps to tackle the problem.
own are having to put up with incessant noise.
Molesey is worst affected when there is an east- Heathrow was also reprimanded by the group
erly prevailing wind (30% of the year on average) for using the fact it formed CNF as part of its PR
offensive to secure a third runway.
and departure traffic is routed east, turning over
Mr Gorman, for the first time, acknowledged
Teddington and East Elmbridge.
At September’s CNF meeting at Heathrow, Ste- that “thorough analysis” indicates aircraft on parve challenged the airport’s sustainability director ticular routes have shifed position and large A380

Industrial estate homes plan

HOUSING developer Wates
is seeking outline planning
permission for up to 95 homes
on the Orchard Lane Industrial
Estate at East Molesey.
The application has attracted
27 letters of objection and 195
signatures on a Change.org online
petition, plus 3 letters of support.
It appears the principle of
homes at this brownfield site is
generally accepted, and seen as
an improvement on HGV lorries
currently visiting Orchard Lane.
But residents have concerns about
the impact on local infrastructure
from so many new homes.
Your Molesey Conservative
councillors Steve Bax and Peter
Szanto have met with Wates’
agents to discuss the proposals.

We are pleased the developer
appears to have taken on board
our suggestion that any scheme
should include a mix of small
and medium sized homes, to help
tackle the housing shortage.
Current plans are for a mix of
1 and 2 bed flats, and 2, 3, 4 and
5 bed homes, with 38 affordable
homes and parking for 164 cars.
Wates carried out a traffic
assessment and claim there would
only be circa one additional
vehicle movement every two
minutes in the morning peak hour;
and three additional vehicles every
four minutes in the evening peak
hour resulting from the homes.
A decision is expected around
December 14th. Peter and Steve
will continue to watch this closely.

aircraft are “flying slightly lower”.
He added: “We are absolutely prepared to take
a lead on engaging airlines about their behaviour
practices.”
Steve will continue to work with CNF to pressure Heathrow, NATS and CAA to take action
over aircraft noise, and is due to meet Heathrow
director Nigel Milton again in mid November.

Task group

Elmbridge Council has formed a task group,
which Steve and Cllr Peter Szanto are Molesey
representatives, to decide what the council’s
policy should be in relation to Heathrow and the
third runway.
You can find out more about CNF and track
aircraft via http://www.heathrow.com/noise

Our perspective on parking
IN THEIR recent newsletter the
Molesey Residents Association
imply criticism of the Elmbridge
Conservatives and Cllrs Bax and
Szanto for the rise in parking
charges taking effect next year.
The MRA is of course a registered
political party with a vested interest
and its comments can be seen in
that context, but it is also worth noting that the proposed rises at Walton
Road are small.
It will cost 20p to park for 30 minutes from next year and 60p for an
hour - an increase of just 10p.
Car parks are not cost neutral.
They incur government business
rates and cost money to light and repair, as the MRA knows, and it was
the Residents Association in power
in 2005 who introduced charging in
the first place!
Cllrs Bax and Szanto agreed to

support the rise after being assured
that evening and Sunday charges,
which had been among the options
from officers, would be dropped.
And that the increases are necessary to fund major car park repairs
in the borough, which would otherwise be paid for by other means
such as council tax.
It remains the Molesey Conservative position that when finances
allow we will press for the car park
to be free for the first hour to boost
trade and reduce side street parking.

Glenlyn merger to take a year
YOUR Molesey Conservative
councillors have, as promised,
been back to Glenlyn Medical
Centre for an update on their efforts to improve the service.
Cllrs Szanto and Bax met with
Practice Manager, Caroline Self,
and were told the cost-saving
merger with the Giggs Hill practice in Thames Ditton will take
around a year to complete.
This is because merging the sites’
respective patient databases is

proving a challenge and until it is
done NHS England says it must
provide urgent care at both centres.
Ultimately their intention is to
base the urgent care service at
Thames Ditton and manage routine
operations and long term conditions at Glenlyn, with 100 extra
appointments a day provided.
Glenlyn is currently offering
health checks for 20 to 40 year
olds and is now able to email prescriptions to chemists.

Join the Molesey councillor team!
DO YOU have the right stuff to
represent Molesey at Elmbridge
Borough Council?
The Molesey Conservative team is
on the look out for able and enthusiastic local people to be our candidates at next year’s local elections,
where all seats will be up for grabs
following a redrawing of the ward
boundaries.
We are looking for good prospects
irrespective of age, gender or background, with time to spare a couple
of evenings a month and good
judgement as well as a commitment
to improving Molesey.
Our Councillors Steve Bax and

Peter Szanto (pictured right) broke the
MRA’s stranglehold
in Molesey with their
elections in 2014 and
2015, and have been
leading the way on big
local issues.
With your help we
can accomplish even
more, and we’re sure
you will find the experince rewarding.
If you would like to be a candidate
or help in other ways such as at election times or delivering the Molesey
News to your street, please get in

touch. We have arranged a social
evening at The Prince of Wales pub
in Bridge Road, East Molesey, on
Wednesday November 18th, 7.30pm,
where you can find out more. We
look forward to seeing you.
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